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The BAWA AGM, held Monday March 20th, was the
opportune moment for BAWA President Nigel
Dutton – on behalf of BAWA and the ABF – to
present FISKE WARREN with his Honorary
Teaching Fellow certificate.

On behalf of BAWA and the ABF, Allison Stralow
presents PETER SMITH with his Honorary
Teaching Fellow certificate

PLEASE
NEW VENUE FOR BUNBURY CONGRESS
Convenor: MURRAY WEBBER
Phone: (08) 97252571
Email: mjwebber@westnet.com.au
Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd April
NEW Venue:
SOUTH WEST ITALIAN CLUB
LOT 27 WHITE STREET, BUNBURY
Open Teams Winners CHRIS MULLEY, VIV WOOD, PAUL BRAYSHAW and JANE REYNOLDS
Runners up : Matthew Raisin, Simon Brayshaw, Mimi Packer and Jonathan Free

West Australian Bridge Club
Novice and Super Novice Congress
NOVICE FINAL
1st N/S
Cheryl Harding and Do Dean

1st E/W
Kimberley Zhao and Corrie Davis

2nd N/S
Peter Cameron and John Ewing

3rd N/S
Jenny Walkden and Ronnie Nilant

2nd E/W
Sam Craig and Hiuew Vu Van

3rd E/W
Simon Williams and Jill Williams

2nd
Colleen Webb and Allison Cullen

3rd
Isobel Jones and Warwick Jones

SUPER NOVICE FINAL

1st
Lynda Green and Roger Green

PLATE
1st Anne Louise Dubrawski and Andy Caley
2nd Colleen Skipsey and Colleen Long (right)
3rd Robert Carter and Sally Jowett(center)
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President’s Report
By Nigel Dutton
assure you that it is. You will note from both
the treasurer’s and the auditor’s report that
the Association is in a sound financial
position. This would be an appropriate time
to mention the contribution of Graham
Cushion our Honorary Auditor.

AGM 2017
I normally end my report by
thanking the various committees that run your
association so successfully but I thought this year
I should name names. So in no particular order
are some of the people who work to make BAWA
one the most successful bridge jurisdictions in
Australia.


Hilary Yovich has run the Swan River Swiss
Pairs since its inception in 2003; she has also
been a member of the Management
Committee for at least 18 years and is always
the first person to volunteer to help with any
event in WA particularly the ANC.



Jane Reynolds a passionate supporter of
Youth Bridge for many years and the long
term convenor of the Western Seniors and a
recent convenor of the Super Vets Event.



I’m not sure how many years Allison Stralow
has convened the Golden West but it’s a lot. I
do know that she has been the Association’s
Vice President for the last eight years and
makes a significant national contribution as
Secretary of the ABF.









WA Bridge Focus is widely recognised as a
world class bridge magazine and certainly the
best in Australia. How Linda Bedford-Brown
and Beata Bieganski manage to produce
such quality every month amazes me.
Lynne Milne has recently joined the
Management Committee and has taken on the
role of convener of the HGR Memorial Week.
She is being ably mentored and assisted by
Sheenagh Young who continues to make a
difference albeit now at her club.



The backbone of any organisation is the
person that does all the work that nobody else
does. Robina McConnell performs her role as
Executive Officer with quiet and impressive
efficiency.



Sue Gammon is a recent but valued member
of the Management Committee who brings
thoughtful
unbiased
insight
to
our
discussions.



Val Biltoft has only recently joined the
committee but she needn’t worry we’ll find a
job for her soon.



Naturally all members of the Tournament
Committee and BAWA officers’ state wide are
similarly recognised.

You may have noticed that I am on a little crusade
at the moment regarding Restricted Events. I
would like to take the opportunity of the AGM to

REGULAR FEATURES:
Around the Clubs by Linda Bedford-Brown ......................................... 5
Action over a Weak 1-14 NT from Di Brooks..................................... 11
They haven’t got what they said they did from Matt McManus .......... 14
Test Your Slam Play by Bill Jacobs.................................................... 19
Diarize Now ....................................................................................... 26

SPECIAL FEATURES:
The Tasmanian Swiss Pairs from Marnie Leybourne......................... 16
Do the Unexpected by Ron Klinger .................................................... 21
More Rough Defence from Gerry Daly .............................................. 22

EDITORS:

Kitty George has filled so many roles for
BAWA that I hesitate to mention them lest I
forget some. Kitty remains a member of the
Management Committee volunteering to
assist at every possible occasion. I doubt we
could do without her.
As Treasurer Stella Steer has one of the
toughest and most thankless of roles in the
organisation but as you probably know it is
vital that the job is done with excellence; I can
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”

Linda Bedford-Brown
(08) 9386 1349
bedfords@bigpond.net.au

Beata Bieganski
Production and Web Editor
(08) 9300 5460
b.bieganski@yahoo.com.au
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urge, in the strongest possible terms, that all
clubs should be holding a Restricted Event to
qualify players for the state final of the ANC
Restricted Butler. The top two pairs in the final
will be off to Canberra to play in the main
restricted event at the ANC. It’s a very simple
process to organise; it’s a Red Point event and
does not impinge on your Red Point allocation.
Whilst on the topic of restricted players, you may
recall I detailed in a recent Focus column the
measures that the ABF is undertaking to ensure
that entrants to restricted events are indeed
restricted players. Penalties will apply should this
not be the case. WABC recently informed me that
they had just changed their club application form
to include details of overseas clubs names and
member numbers. This is a great initiative that all
clubs could follow.
I am pleased to report that BAWA’s plans with
Melville are progressing albeit slowly. You may
well have seen the coverage in the February
Focus of the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding between BAWA and the City of
Melville Bridge Club. I and Melville expect at next
year’s AGM to be able to give you firm dates. This
is a most welcome turnaround from last year’s
report to the AGM. ●

Coming Up Events

MIXED TEAMS
Begins Thursday, 20 April at 7:30pm
Duration: 3 Weeks

DAYTIME OPEN TEAMS
Begins Wednesday, 7 June at 12:30pm
Duration: 2 Weeks

SWISS PAIRS
Begins Thursday, 6 July at 7:30pm
Duration: 4 Weeks

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY
TO BAWA COMPETIT ION S
BAWA takes this opportunity to remind all
players, new and established, of the attendance
requirements when entering a BAWA event.

DAYTIME OPEN PAIRS
Begins Wednesday, 2 August at 12:30pm
Duration: 3 Weeks

ATTENDANCE:
Entry to an event entails a commitment to play
every session. Penalties may apply to pairs failing
to arrive or failing to give 24 hours notice to the
Tournament
Director.
Should
unforeseen
circumstances prevent attendance, it is the
players' responsibility to arrange a suitable
substitute.

MIXED PAIRS
Begins Thursday, 17 August at 7:30pm

SUBSTITUTES:
Proposed substitutions should be notified to the
Director at least 24 hours prior to the session.
Penalties apply to players who play with
unapproved substitutes.
4
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Duration: 3 Weeks

Around the Clubs
By Linda Bedford-Brown

Bunbury Bridge Club

each armed with a deep finesse discussing where
deep finesse had gone wrong!

From Jan Morgan

Imagine our happy surprise when we were met
by a group of glamorous ladies from our
“Supervised Sessions”. – They are – they
explained, Bunbury’s Bridge “BOND” girls who
also meet regularly to practise their bridge and to
socialise.

We are proud to congratulate Anne-Louise
Dubrawski and Andy Cayley who recently won
the Super Novice Pairs Plate N/S and the two ‘fair
Colleens’ (Colleen Skipsey and Colleen Long) who
won the E/W side in the same event.
We’re delighted that they were able to repel
opposition coming at them from all directions !!

We naturally associated them with 007 – but no,
not the case – B O N D is an acronym for
something else entirely which can’t be explained
on these pages!
See you all at the Bunbury Congress.

Northern District Bridge Club
From Anne Hooper

The second Red Point competition of the year
was held on Thursday 16 March 2017.

Anne Louise, Andy, and our two Colleens
The two ‘Fair Colleens’ were born in the same
hospital (The Lady Chancellor) in Harare. But
only met up at our bridge club a couple years ago
and Andy and Anne-Louise met at our beginner’s
lessons 3-4 years ago – obviously both pairs are
developing into formidable partnerships – Well
Played!!
Beginners’ lessons in Bunbury are now in full
swing with big Jim Offer conducting. As always, a
diverse intake including teachers, engineers etc…
and one young Uni student who tells us that he
was sent along to learn by his Grandmother,
because his Grandfather used to play.

The winners were Ross Blakey and Alf Surace
with John and Susan Sharland second. It was a
successful event with an enjoyable afternoon tea.
Thanks to Marilyn Summerville, Angela
Sudweeks and Anne Hooper for the catering.

All are looking forward to getting into the
supervised sessions

Lee Leach was our director who also kindly
helped clean up the kitchen – many thanks.

On a Friday evening after play, a group of us have
formed the habit of meeting up at ‘the local’, -

The winners of our free monthly raffles were
Barbara Hendrie and Wendy Baillie also Terry
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Byrne and Debroy Summers. Members just love
these and it's always such a surprise to win.

Mandurah Bridge Club

We would like to acknowledge and thank all our
voluntary helpers.
This month we would
especially like to thank those who are willing to
learn to use the computer and dealing machine
and those who teach them. As members leave to
go travelling over the winter these brave souls
help to keep the club operating successfully.

From Ian Jones

The winners of the Tuesday Best 3 out of 4 event
held in February were Clyde England and
Roman Gdowski.

Visitors are always most welcome and the hall is
on Seacrest Drive, Sorrento.
We play Monday and Thursday at 12.30pm.
Please arrive by 12.15 at the latest.
You will find further details on our website:
ndbc.bridgeaustralia,org

Rockingham Bridge Club
From Jean Dance

Mike Mulholland and Francis Darnborough were
runners up.
In the Restricted Tuesday Best 3 out of 4 event
for players with under 50 Masterpoints, the
winners were Bob Powell and Ian Hunter. The
runners up were Lynda Ford and Betty Curtin.

Pisces Pairs Winners

West Australian Bridge Club
From Margaret King
Photos Sheenagh Young

1st N/S – Rae Edwards and Jane Ophorst

Our Sunday afternoon welcome to new members
this year was a huge success.40 new members
were welcomed on arrival with a glass of
champagne followed by an afternoon of bridge
partnered by a present member. This was
followed by a delicious afternoon tea.
The results
(A)N/S

1st E/W – Betty Philpot and Ron Philpot
(centre) With President, Roz Davey (left) and
Director, Di Brooks (right).
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1st Jodie Basham and Jenny Sharpe
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2nd Leith Taylor and Maureen Schram

3rd Roseanne Humphreys and David Burn

3rd Richard Basham and Pierre Rousett

(B)N/S

(A)E/W

1st N/S Lynne Milne and Susan Salvair
1st Judith Lauri and Kate Nadebaum

3rd Brian Embleton and Rhona Barton
(B)E/W

2nd Robin Dawson and John Rigg

EDITING OF MATERIAL
Contributors should note that the right to
modify submitted material is retained by the
Editors

1st E/W Margaret Martin and Kate McKie
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West Coast Bridge Club
From Hilary Heptinstall

The results of our Summer Teams Competition
were

2nd Bert Veenendaal and Jay Medhat

1st Marleen Medhat, Ray Wood,

3rd Breffni Baker and Jeanne Borde
Individual Championship - Congratulations

Peter Garcia-Webb and Peach Partis

2nd Shirley Drage, Shirley Bloch,
1st (centre) Namy Bodinner, (2nd Kate North),
3rd (right) John Rigg 4th (Left) Kali Crosbie
Anniversary Pairs Results
1st Deana Wilson and Cynthia Belonogoff
2nd Ursula Harper and Geoff Holman
3rd Becky Vidler and Susan Barham
Nerilyn Mack and Robin Rose
8
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Nedlands Bridge Club
From Mary-Jane Whitehead

March saw the Club Daytime Pairs competition,
run on two successive Wednesday afternoons. 23
pairs entered this year.

3rd Jean Calder, Michael Smith, Barbara Martin
and Helen Baker

Fremantle Bridge Club
From John Penman

At the Red Point event on 14 March the winners
were Sue Moonen and Judy Toey, with Doreen
Zappara and Florence Slater second.
After bridge on Saturday, 25 February we held
one of our social pizza evenings:

Congratulations to the Winners Kali Crosbie and
David Burn.
2nd Linda Bedford-Brown and Jan Blight

3rd Robyn Todd and Sylvia Chang
The AGM takes place on Saturday 25 March, and
the new committee will be advised in next
month's Focus.
Looking forward to April, the main events will be
the Autumn Swiss Pairs, held on 3 consecutive
Wednesday afternoons starting April 12th, and
the ANC Restricted Butler Pairs event on
Saturday April 29th. See the flyers for these in
this issue of Focus.
VALE: We also farewelled our member Jill Roe,
a gentle and gracious lady.

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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We held the ANC Butler Restricted Pairs event in
February which was attended by 22 Pairs and
well won by:

Melville Bridge Club
From Salim Songerwala

As of January 2017 our Club has decided to award
winners of all Club events with their own
miniature Cup which they can show to their
family and grandkids and hopefully inspire the
younger generation to the wonder of Bridge and
with the hope that they will partake in it at some
later stage.
Our year started off with the Club Swiss Pairs
which was well attended and won by

1st
2nd
3rd

Steven Pynt and Dave Sloan
Sarita Singh and Alfred Leung
Fiona Han and Denis Gimblett

Melville Congress
Our Melville Congress in March was a great
success. Both the Pairs and Teams events ran
smoothly under the stewardship of Dave Parham
with generous prize money awarded. The
winners were:
Teams
1st
2nd
3rd

Deane Wilson, Cynthia Belonogoff, Kaiping
Chen and Val Biltoft
Elizabeth McNeill, Cassie Morin, Ros
Warnock and Valerie Isle
Deb Frankel, Dadie Greenfeld, Rick Rhodes
and Maura Rhodes

Qualifying Pairs
1st Hugh Alguire and Dave Gallagher

1st
2nd
3rd

George Bozanich and Peter Cameron
Nick Cantatore and Marnie Leybourne
Doreen Jones and Dave Munro

Final Pairs
1st
2nd
3rd

Marnie Leybourne and Nick Cantatore
Dave Munro and Doreen Jones
Christine Jenkins and Carol Fensome

Plate
1st
2nd
3rd
2nd Se Moi Loh and Laurel Lander

Nilesh Patel and Bhavna Patel
Bridget Cooke and Rachel Shave
Robin Paterson and Deborah Greenway

Consolation
1st
2nd
3rd

Cassie Morin and Elizabeth McNeill
David Lobo and Noel Daniel
Mimi Packer and Virginia Seward

Congratulations to them all.
On a closing note we invite members to check out
our parallel website which is rich in content at
the following address:
https://site.pianola.net/city-of-melville/home

3rd Mary Johnston and Leon Ref
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Action over a Weak
12-14 NT

Busselton Bridge Club

From Di Brooks

Brd
Dlr E
Vul

♠
♥
♦
♣
6432
8762
K105
Q5

♠
♥
♦
♣
17
5

14

4

KQ95
AQ4
J4
AJ108
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
A108
953
872
9732

Zonta Charity Day
RED POINT EVENT
♠
♥
♦
♣

J7
KJ10
AQ963
K64

Naturaliste Community Centre
Dunsborough
9.30 am Qualifying Pairs

You're North and you hold a 17 count, balanced
and East opens an Acol 1NT. Pass from South,
Pass from West. Your choices: Bid, Pass or
Double.
I chose to double. East then bids 2D, showing his
5 card suit. Passed again, around to North. I made
a reopening double. Pass from East. South's hand:
♠
♥
♦
♣

Saturday June 24th

1.15 Final and Consolation

Director Neville Walker
Convener Jane Moulden

A108
xxx
872
9732

Prizes of wine
Raffle

South cannot pass. North has said they can
support any suit. Here's where South has to bite
the bullet and bid 2S …. denying a 4 card heart
suit. Also denies any strength - as in the first
place South could have taken better action.

Scrumptious Lunch

Deep Finesse records N/S can make 8 tricks in
spades. The 2D contract only makes 7 tricks. So
when partner makes a reopening double, don't
panic. Assess your hand and bid 2S even with a 3
card suit. Trust your partner to have a strong
hand with no interest in diamonds.

Proceeds will help young women through
education scholarships

Cost $45

Entries www.bawa.asn.au or Jane
janemoulden@westnet.com.au

Happy Bridging ☺
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9756 7752
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“ What are

Heidi and
Bruno yodelling
about?”
The Swiss Pairs day at Kendenup ... of course!
Open red point event on Saturday April the 29th at the Kendenup Bridge club.
Light lunch and morning and afternoon tea provided. $30
Overnight powered sites.
Director - Neville Walker and cash prizes.
Four sections: combined points per pair: >500pts, 200 to 500pts, 100 – 200pts and less
than 100pts.
Entry via BAWA www.bawa.asn.au
Enquiries to Convener Heather Fergie 98514168

Bunbury Bridge Club
35 th Annu al Con g re ss
Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd April 2017

NEW Venue: South West Italian Club
Lot 27 White Street, Bunbury
Provisional Limit 32 Tables Entries via BAWA website:
Generous Prizes!
Payment on day at table
www.bawa.asn.au
95% Table Fees less Costs
Programme
Saturday 22nd
Sunday 23rd

Swiss Pairs
Start 9.30am 7 x 8 Board Matches $40 per player
Matchpoints/VP’s
Swiss Teams
Imp’s/VP’s

Start 9.30am 6 x 9 Board Matches $40 per player
Includes Catered Lunch

Director: Neville Walker Phone: 0418 944 077
Convenor: Murray Webber Phone: (08) 97252571 Email: mjwebber@westnet.com.au
PS. Bunbury Club will be conducting a Red Point Session, in our clubrooms, on the preceding Friday 21st
April. Players to be seated by 12.40pm. Refreshments to follow. To assist numbers, interested visitors
please email Murray.

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”

13

They haven’t got what they said
they did – will the Director help us? (2)
From Matt McManus

Last time, I looked at what
happens when a player deliberately bids
something which is not in accordance with the
agreed system. This time, I will consider the
situation where a bid is described as such and
such, but the player who bid it has accidentally
made a mistake.
There could be any number of reasons why this
happens:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Points miscounted
Hand wrongly sorted
System forgotten
Wrong bid inadvertently written on the
bidding pad/pulled from the bidding box, and
the player fails to realise in time

If you ever find yourself in the unfortunate
position of having made one of these mistakes,
the most important thing to do – although it is
often very hard – is to give absolutely no
indication at all that something is wrong. The
exception is #4 – if partner has not yet made a
call after your error, get the director immediately.
It may be possible to correct your bid. The
director will allow this if he is convinced that you
never intended to make the call you did. Note that
this does not allow for changes of mind; if there is
any chance that you could have been considering
the call you did make, it is unlikely you will be
allowed to change.
Assuming that any of the above four scenarios
has arisen, what are your responsibilities? Should
you fess up to the opponents? No. If they have
asked no questions, you have nothing to say. As
long as your partner, if asked, has given them the
correct systemic meaning, there is nothing more
to be done. As an example, you think you have
this hand…
A64
QJ542
K
AQ75
As Dealer, you bid 1H, partner responds 4H and
that ends the auction. The opening leader asks,
“Do you open five card majors?” to which partner
14

correctly responds, “Yes”. While this is going on,
you suddenly discover that the two of hearts is
actually the two of diamonds and you should
have opened the bidding with 1NT. You should
say nothing. Partner has correctly described your
agreement. He doesn’t know that you only have
four hearts…and until just a minute ago, neither
did you! The opponents are not entitled to know
about your mistake.
If the opponents go wrong because of your error,
will the director come to their rescue? In general,
the answer is “No”. As long as the opponents have
received the correct information, then there is no
infraction at law, and the result obtained at the
table will stand.
I will make some caveats here, in relation to #3,
where the player has forgotten the system:
1) If you make a bid which does not match the
system, and you are woken up to your error
because of your partner’s alert or what he says in
response to a question from the opponents, then
you may not use that information in deciding on
your future actions.
2) If you make a bid which does not match the
system, you must be certain that your
understanding of what your bid means is not the
correct one and that it is definitely you that has
made the mistake – not partner in giving his
explanation. If you have any doubt as all about
what your agreement is, you should tell the
opponents at the appropriate time – at the end of
the auction if you are declarer or dummy, or at
the end of the hand if you are a defender.
3) If it is claimed that a player has forgotten the
system, then the director will look to see whether
his partner has done anything which suggests he
was making allowances for the error. (If your
partner regularly forgets an agreement, then the
opponents need to know about this as well.) If
there is some suggestion that you have allowed
for your partner’s mistake, there is a high
possibility that the director will award an
adjusted score.
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4) If a partnership is regularly forgetting the
system, the director is well within his rights to
stop the pair playing their current system and to
require them to play a more natural system. And
for the enjoyment of all the players in the game,
he should do so.
So far, in Parts 1 and 2 of this topic, I have offered
little joy to the “non-offending” side. They have
been stuck with what has happened when the
correct explanation has been given. However,
relief is at hand in Part 3, when the opponents
incorrectly describe their agreements – stay
tuned.

2017 BAWA COUNTRY
BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

WHEN
o Saturday Pairs 8 April 2017
@9:30 am & 1:30 pm
o Sunday Teams 9 April 2017
@9:00 am and 1:00 pm
Director: Peter Holloway
WHERE
Bridgetown Bowling Club
South West Highway, Bridgetown
ENTRY FEE
Pairs: $45:00 per person
(Pairs & Teams)
Includes Lunch and Morning/Afternoon Teas
HOW TO ENTER
BAWA website: http://www.bawa.asn.au/
Convenor: Mike Trafalski
Email: miket1@iinet.net.au
Ph: 98428576
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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The Tasmanian Swiss Pairs
From Marnie Leybourne

When we start learning to play bridge, we learn
all sorts of “rules”, such as “second hand low,
third hand high” and that sort of thing. One hand
we played recently in Tasmania epitomised
several of these rules:
− If in doubt, bid 3NT
− If in doubt, lead partner’s suit
− Whenever defenders lead a new suit, they
give away, on average, ½ a trick.
Round 7
Brd 8
Dlr N
Vul Nil

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
W
♠
♥
♦
♣

14

11

WEST

A9
KQT64
75
KQ75

NORTH
Nick
1H

E
S
Q85
A2
AT83
J86

EAST
3D

replied that she felt a club lead was better. In fact,
West had been unable to lead a diamond – the full
hand was:
Brd 8
Dlr N
Vul Nil
♠
♥
♦
♣

KJT72
973
AT932

14
8

7

11
♠
♥
♦
♣

A9
KQT64
75
KQ75
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
Q85
A2
AT83
J86

♠
♥
♦
♣

643
J85
KQJ9642
-

I admired West’s nonchalant reply. Had she
pointed out that she had none, her partner may
have used the Hideous Hog response of “Bah, you
didn’t even try”.
Another “rule” is, “never double a contract when
you are not willing to double whatever they may
run to”. We saw this sage advice work its magic
during the final round 11:
SOUTH
Marnie
3NT

Brd 13
Dlr N
Vul All

All pass
I followed the first rule with my 3NT bid, and the
defender on lead opted not to follow the second
by leading partner’s suit, instead leading the club
ten, which I ran around to my Jack, East showing
out. I played Ace, King and Queen of hearts, both
defenders following, pitching one club from my
hand and then played the club King, unblocking
the 8 from my hand (so that I could lead the six
towards the Q7 in dummy later). West won this
trick and, rather than just continue clubs,
disobeyed another “rule”, and led the spade Jack –
opening a new suit and giving me an extra trick. I
ran this around to my Queen, took the club
finesse and cashed the rest of my tricks, giving
away one trick at the end for 3NT+2.
As we gathered up the cards, East berated her
partner for not leading a diamond and West
16

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣
T3
AJ65
932
J543

10
6

13

11

WEST

84
K
AQJT854
762
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
AJ976
T743
K6
KT

♠
♥
♦
♣

KQ52
Q982
7
AQ98

NORTH
EAST
SOUTH
Nick
Marnie
1D
X
1S
2H
Pass
Pass
3H*
Pass
3NT**
X
Pass
Pass
4D***
All Pass
* Definitely an overbid – a final round “trying to
get imps” bid
** Partner wanted a half stopper…
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*** Excellent judgement on Nick’s part. That half
stopper wasn’t going to be good enough.
East’s second double was for penalties, however
all it did was to alert Nick to a high expectation
that 3NT wasn’t going to make. East (wisely) did
not double 4D (which made). However, East
should not have doubled 3NT. Without the
double, Nick would have gone one off for +100 to
E/W, rather than -130.
The final hand is an excellent demonstration, not
of a rule but a requirement, and that is
partnership understanding. Most of us don’t have
hundreds of pages of system notes catering to
every possible bidding combination, however I
hope this example will generate discussion and
additions to those system notes. It certainly has
for us.
Most of our system notes would cover this
common bidding sequence:
(1C) Pass (1H) X. Most partnerships would play
this as take out, showing spades and diamonds.
However, do your system notes cover the
situation when the opponents are playing
transfer responses, when over a 1C opening
(showing 2+ clubs), 1D = hearts and 1H = spades?
More and more partnerships are now playing
these responses, even in WA. So, what does this
mean?
(1C) Pass (1D – showing hearts) X. Is this still
takeout, is it lead directing, is it showing
diamonds? I suggest you discuss and add your
agreement to your system notes.
This sequence happened at our table, and Nick
doubled. I took it to be takeout (pretending the
1D was actually 1H) so, against the inevitable
3NT contract (remember that first rule over the
page), I led a spade. Nick held A K Q 8 2 in
diamonds (the remainder breaking 2 3 3) and
declarer wrapped up 12 tricks before Nick could
get in to cash his five.
Our system notes are being updated this
weekend.●

GERALDTON BRIDGE CLUB

GERALDTON CONGRESS
16th June – 18th June 2017
Catholic Centre
Cnr Maitland Street & Cathedral
Avenue
DIRECTOR: Peter Holloway
Friday Evening Welcome $20.00 per
6.30pm
Pairs
person
Saturday Morning
9.30am

Pairs

$20.00 per
person

Saturday
Afternoon
approx 1.00pm
Sunday Morning
9.30am

Teams

$40.00 per
person

Teams

Generous Prizes, min 60% table money
Tea & coffee served all weekend, light
Sunday lunch included
Enter via BAWA www.bawa.asn.au
Contact:
Maureen 9964 2572 or 0499 555 647

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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Western Senior Pairs

20th and 21st May 2017
10.00am start

Gold Point Event
and

Senior P Q Points
For ABF Seniors events, a player must be born before 1
January 1959.

Venue is WABC located on Odern Crescent,
Swanbourne
Entry Fee: $80 per player (collected at the table or pay online)
Entries: www.bawa.asn.au or Jane Reynolds
Director: David Anderson
Tournament Organizer: Jane Reynolds 0402074070
sladewitch2000@hotmail.com

Cocktail Party and Presentations
Sunday at approx 4.30pm
Please Note: there will not be lunch available for purchase at the venuethere is a café open 5-10min walk away
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Test Your Slam Play
By Bill Jacobs
bill.jacobs55@gmail.com

Undercroft Bridge Club
Mid-Year One Day Congress

SWISS PAIRS

Dlr E
Vul EW
IMPs

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

7542
QJ106
AJ
A72
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

12
12

WEST

NORTH

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

3NT
4D
5C

E
S
9
AK9843
65
KQ93

EAST
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

♠
♥
♦
♣

Percy Doyle Reserve
Crn. Warwick Road and Marmion Ave
SOUTH
1H
4C
4S
6H

West leads D10. You win DA, as East follows with
the DJ, and play C2 to the four, queen and ace.
West continues with D9, and East discards a
spade.
Take it from there.

Duncraig
th

Sunday 7 May 2017
Start 9:30am - all day event
Entry fee $35pp - Includes lunch
Director: Bill Kemp
Convenor: David Cowell
0412 229 662
Entries on BAWA website only:
www.bawa.asn.au

SOLUTION on page 24

BAWA AFFILIATED BRIDGE CLUBS
Focus will print details of your congress or red
point events. All you have to do is email the full
details before the 20th of each month to be
included in the following month’s issue.
Send to Linda Bedford-Brown
bedfords@bigpond.net.au

PLEASE NOTE: If you enter an event it is extremely
important that should you, for any reason not to be able
to play, you inform the Director as soon as possible. Not
turning up is extremely inconsiderate and can disrupt the
movement and may result in penalty action being taken
against you.

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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ABN 902 483 786 77
PO Box 77
Mandurah WA 6210
Telephone 08 9583 5448
Email: mandurahbridge@dodo.com.au

2017 WINTER PAIRS CONGRESS
At our premises on the corner of Murdoch and Bortolo Drives Greenfields, Mandurah

Saturday 8th and Sunday 2th July 2017
Our Winter Weekend Swiss Pairs Congress is on again this year
10 am each day - Swiss Pairs
Entry Fee $80 per player
Light lunch provided
Please contact Convenor regarding special dietary requirements
Prizes will be a minimum of 50% of Entry Fees

ENTRIES via BAWA WEBSITE
www.bawa.asn.au
TBA Entries will be withdrawn if not confirmed by 24th June
CONVENOR
Clyde England
0405 261 928
clyde@gsak.net

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Neville Walker
9581 6422
0418 944 077
nevillewalker1@bigpond.com
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Do the Unexpected
By Ron Klinger
http://www.RonKlingerBridge.com

Improve Your Bridge Online

FREMANTLE BRIDGE CLUB
ONE DAY CONGRESS
SUNDAY 11th June 2017

PROBLEM
WEST dealer | BOTH vulnerable
WEST
2D (1)
4H
All Pass

NORTH
Pass
5D

EAST
3S (2)
5H

(1) Weak two in hearts or spades
(2) Pass or correct
What would you lead as West from:
♠
♥
♦
♣

Q9
KJ9864
84
K109

SOUTH
4D
6D

Freemasons Hall,
Cnr Chalmers Street and High Street,
Fremantle
Two Session Pairs directed by
Dave Parham
10.00 – Qualifying

SOLUTION on page 24

14.00 – Final, Plate and Consolation
Entry Fee - $30.00 per player
Joint Conveners:
John Penman
(jpenman@bigpond.com)
Sue Simper
(sue.simper@education.wa.edu.au)
Entries:
BAWA website www.bawa.asn.au
Complementary Tea, Coffee, Biscuits and
cake all day.
No lunch provided. Please bring you own.
Nibbles and a drink prior to Prize Giving.

http://www.bridgeguys.com/
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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More Rough Defence
From Gerry Daly

Here is another problem example with same
theme as the last article. This one comes from the
last night of the South Perth Swiss pairs.
You are on lead to the second trick in this
position after a lively bidding sequence of
1H-2H(Michaels)-3NT-4S-5D-P-5H PPP.
Dlr
Vul

N
EW
♠
♥
♦
♣

14
9

T76
J84
AQ
AK762

♠
♥
♦
♣

Partner, Tim Munro, was wide awake, and after
giving the matter due consideration led his 9S
and was rewarded with his ruff and 10imps in.
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

Like many such “problems” they are easy to solve
when presented like this. Declarer is 5-5 in the
reds and has at most 1 club if we read partners 8S
as showing three. We have two spade tricks and
to beat this contract need to find partner with HA,
DK or to get a diamond ruff. Clearly the last
option is most likely on the bidding.

E
S
AKJ95
T63
J9853

This hand was played in 4H or 5H 15 times and at
all the other tables made 11 or 12 tricks.
Admittedly the bidding may not have been as
revealing at all tables. But going back to my
theme the key is remaining alert to possibilities
at all times. Such situations crop up once or twice
a year so they are much easier to miss at the table
than when they are found in a “Focus” article.

♠
♥
♦
♣

Your KS has elicited the 8 (reverse count) from
partner. What next?

Full hand was
Dlr
Vul

N
EW
♠
♥
♦
♣

T76
J84
AQ
AK762

4
14
9

♠ Q83
♥ 52
♦
♣ QT4
N
W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
AKJ95
T63
J9853

♠
♥
♦
♣

42
AKQ97
KJT852
-

There are some interesting points here on the
bidding as well. At most tables you would expect
the bidding after Michaels to be some sort of GF
heart agreement. From Norths perspective EW
seem cold for 620. Sacrificing in 5-3 fits at the 4
level can be costly but having a double fit for
partner North should have no qualms bidding 4S.
Judging the sacrifice decision is also helped if the
Michaels bids are the “weak or strong” variety
rather than full range. With intermediate values
in the South your sacrifice could very well be a
phantom.
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MAY 1-7, 2017

REGISTER NOW
Bridge for Brain Research Challenge
Be part of history this year when you host your session for Alzheimer’s research.
More than $490,000 has been raised since the first challenge in 2004 and this year we hope to see the
event reach the milestone of over half a million dollars supporting Alzheimer’s research at NeuRA.
Join clubs across Australia in the first week of May as they raise funds and/ or make a donation in
support of research.
There is no entry fee – we are relying on the support and generosity of bridge clubs and players to use
this event to raise funds and donate.
Web: foundation.neura.edu.au/bridge

Email: bridge@neura.edu.au

Phone: 1300 888 019

THE WEST A USTRA LIAN BRIDGE CLUB

RESTRICTED SWISS PAIRS
To be held at the
WABC CLUB ROOMS: 7 ODERN CRESCENT, SWANBOURNE

SUNDAY 9th APRIL 2017 COMMENCING 10:00am
TOURNAMENT ORGANISER: Kitty George 0408 097 881
DIRECTOR: Bill Kemp

0478 595 275

ENTRIES VIA BAWA Website www.bawa.asn.au or telephone 9284 4144

PLAYERS MUST HAVE LESS THAN 300 MASTERPOINTS as at 1st Jan 2017
ENTRY FEE $30 per player

RED POINTS and PRIZES

ALL PAIRS MUST HAVE 2 SYSTEMICALLY IDENTICAL COMPLETED SYSTEM CARDS
PRIZE GIVING, DRINKS & NIBBLES AT COMPLETION OF PLAY

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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Test Your Slam Play

Do the Unexpected

By Bill Jacobs

By Ron Klinger

SOLUTION

SOLUTION

Dlr E
Vul EW
IMPs
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

KQ108
52
108742
64

12
5

11
12

7542
QJ106
AJ
A72
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
9
AK9843
65
KQ93

From a State Open Teams:
Dlr
Vul
♠
♥
♦
♣

AJ63
7
KQ93
J1085

W
All
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q9
KJ9864
84
K109

6

Novice players often like to trump things in the
hand with the long trumps which usually never
achieve anything other than to help them lose
control of the deal.
Here however, it’s a worthwhile exercise. The
main chance in this contract is to be able to win
four club tricks, on the fourth round discarding
dummy’s losing diamond. The best play in clubs
is to cash the CK and CA, and if West plays the 10
or the jack on the second round of the suit, then
finesse East on the third round. This picks up all
holdings of Jx or 10x in the West hand, losing only
to exactly J10x, a much less frequent layout.
But you can improve your odds by making the
novice play of trumping spades with the long
heart hand. Play a heart to the queen at trick 3
and ruff another spade with the ace. Another
heart to dummy and the last spade ruffed high. A
third heart to dummy then a fourth heart will find
you out of trumps in your hand … you discard a
diamond.

9

10
15

108642
32
AQ75
82
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
AK5
KJ109632
A73

♠
♥
♦
♣

J73
AQ1075
QJ654

West was not tested on opening lead, because
East in fact bid 6H over 6D. This was doubled and
down 500. If East had passed 6D, there is a good
chance West would have found the club lead to
defeat the slam. When the opponents bid to a
slam in spite of your bidding, they are ready for a
lead of your suit. That means you should start
with a club or a spade rather than with a heart.
The club suit offers more potential than the
spades. The CA or CQ with partner will be helpful.
At the other table:
WEST
NORTH
2D (1)
Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass
(1) Multi 2D

EAST
4H
6H

The result was the same, N-S +500.

Take a look at East’s problem finding a third
discard. (West would have the identical problem
should the East-West hands be switched.)
Cash the DA and if the DJ isn’t a winner, then take
your best chance in clubs. Very rarely, this will
result in two down rather than one down, but it is
well worth the risk.
The moral: Sometimes, usually by accident, the
beginner’s play works.

O N - L I N E PAY M E N T
Convenient Payment
Easy Price Lookup
Safe and Secure
www.bawa.asn.au
Events>Event List
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SOUTH
6D
X

South Perth Bridge Club

EASTER CONGRESS APRIL 2017
WELCOME PAIRS

Friday 14th

1.30pm

$15.00

OPEN PAIRS

Saturday 15th

10am & 2pm

$30.00

SWISS PAIRS

Sunday 16th

10am & 2pm

$30.00

OPEN TEAMS

Monday 17th

10am & 2pm

$30.00

DIRECTOR:
Bill Kemp
CONVENER:
Garth Scotford
9386 6738
garthscotford@gmail.com
PRIZE GIVING AND NIBBLES AFTER EACH EVENT
Enter via BAWA Website - www.bawa.asn.au

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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Diarize Now
Upcoming BAWA & Club Events
April

Sat 1st – Sun 2nd
Sat 8th - Sun 9th
Sat 8th – Sun 9th
Sun 9th
Fri 14th –Mon 19th
Thu 20th

*******

Sat 22-Sun 23rd
Sat 29th
Sat 29th

*******

Sun 30th

May

Sun 7th
Thu 11th
Sat 13th
Sat 20th – Sun 21st
Sat 27th –Sun 28th

June

*Fri 2nd- Mon 5th
*Sat 3rd – Mon 5th
Wed 7th
Thu 8th
Sun 11th
Fri 16th –Sun 18th
Sat 24th

**NOTE**

**NOTE**

Interstate Senior Selection Trials 1& 2 of 8
Interstate Senior Selection Trials 3 & 4 of 8
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club
Interstate Senior Selection Trials 5 & 6
Interstate Senior Selection Trials 7 & 8
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club
WA Country Championships
WABC Restricted Swiss Pairs Congress- see flyer
South Perth Bridge Club Easter Congress- see flyer
BAWA Mixed Teams Championship 1 of 3
Venue: South Perth Bridge Club 7.30pm
Bunbury Bridge Club Congress – see flyer
Kendenup Bridge Club Red Point Open- see flyer
ANC Restricted Butler Pairs
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club1.30pm
Open to all players from all clubs– see flyer
ANC Restricted Butler Pairs
Venue: WABC 10.00am
Open to all players from all clubs – see flyer
Undercroft Sunday Congress-see flyer
BAWA State Open Pairs Championships ¼
Venue: South Perth Bridge Club 7.30pm
Kendenup Open Red Point Day- see flyer
Western Seniors Pairs PQP/Gold Points – see flyer
ANC Restricted Butler – WA Final
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club
WABC Winter Congress- see flyer
Country GNOT Final
BAWA Daytime Open Teams 1/2
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 12.30pm
BAWA State Swiss Teams 1/4
Fremantle Bridge Club Congress-see flyer
Geraldton Congress- see flyer
Busselton Bridge Club Zonta Day- see flyer

Times and venues are subject to change: substitutes must be confirmed by the director: read
conditions of entry for the event on the BAWA website.
VENUES AND STARTING TIMES
Unless otherwise advertised all BAWA daytime and weekend events are held at the Nedlands
Bridge Club, 14 Melvista Ave, Nedlands, All Thursday evening events are held at the South Perth
Bridge Club, corner of Brittain Street and Barker Street, Como. Commencing 7.30 pm.
BAWA/Congress Events
Entries www.bawa.asn.au unless other specified.

D isc l ai me r: It is B A WA pol ic y no t t o a c c e p t a d ve r tis i ng f r om p e rso ns or o r ga n iza ti o ns b el i e ve d t o
b e u n r el ia bl e o r f i na nc ia l l y i r r esp o nsi bl e . W e a r e n o t r es po ns i bl e, h o w ev e r, fo r t h e p e rf o rm a nc e o f
a dv e rt is e rs, th e d el iv e r y or qua l it y o f th e m er cha n dis e o r se r vic es , o r th e l e ga l i ty o f a n y pa rt icul a r
pr o gra m. B A WA r es e rv es t h e r igh t, a t it s s ol e disc r e ti on , t o r e fus e a n y a dv e rt is e m en t.
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Albany Congress
CONGRESS TEAMS

From Mike Trafalski

FRIDAY WELCOME PAIRS
1st Ros Warnock and Elizabeth Ross
2nd Dave Munro and David Schokman
3rd Elizabeth Mc Neill and Cassie Morin

CONGRESS PAIRS

1st Rosemary Rear, Rosemary Enright , Anne Lowe and
Pam Minchin

1st Dave Munro and David Schokman

2nd Ros Warnock, Helen Arendts, Se-Moi Loh and
Elizabeth Ross

2nd Albany Pair Tom Burton and Ted North

3rd Murray Webber, Kate Boston, Rick Rhodes (and Maura
Rhodes)

3rd Rosemary Rear and Rosemary Enright

Best Country Team - Bill Sandilands, Betty Campbell,
Gillian Glass and Bob Fergie

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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