
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Directors Weekend with John McIlrath ς National Director Development Officer 

An initiative of the Australian Bridge Federation (ABF) and the Bridge Association of Western Australia 
(BAWA) saw John McIlrath, National Director Development Officer hold a Directors weekend March 24th -25th 
in the Nedlands Bridge Club.  

 

Over 100 participants enrolled from Nedlands, Avon Valley, Undercroft, Maylands, Rockingham, South Perth, 
Cannington, Swan District, Bayswater, Fremantle, Melville, Busselton, Denmark, Albany and Kalamunda. 
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Direc to rs  Weekend 

 

 

 

 
 

Lily Lim and 
Charlie Lim 
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PresƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Report 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome to the 
BAWA family the recently affiliated Willetton 
"ÒÉÄÇÅ #ÌÕÂȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ #ÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ 
Centre in Herald Ave. Willetton. I understand that 
7 to 9 tables is the regular turnout and they would 
welcome visitors. Full details of the club, 
particularly playing times, will be published on 
our web site as soon as I receive them. The two 
members of the club that attended the recent 
BAWA AGM tell me Noel Daniel was the driving 
ÆÏÒÃÅ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ Ánd affiliation. 
Well done Noel. 

I am sure that everybody would agree that bridge 
in WA is played at the highest ethical level and 
cheating is a word we have no need to ever 
mention. Having said that the BAWA Tournament 
Committee, recognising its role in maintaining an 
environment that removes any possibility of a 
misunderstanding, has legislated that, for BAWA 
Sponsored Open Red / Gold point events, hand 
records must NOT be pre-loaded into electronic 
table top scorers (Bridgemates). The committee 
acknowledged the slight benefit for directors to 
have the opening lead partially validated but 
decided, as did the World Bridge Federation and 
the ABF, to remove this feature as it opens up the 
possibility of unethical behaviour.  Indeed it is of 
limited value as it only validates that the card 
entered was, in fact, in the hand on lead. It does not 
validate that the actual card was led. Clubs 
running members only red point sessions and 
regular green point sessions may continue to use 
this feature if they wish. It is however, the 
recommendation of the BAWA Tournament 
Committee that this not used. As an aside and a 
reassurance to directors, they should note that 
they currently have the authority to sanction 
players who repeatedly enter incorrect leads. 
Note: repeatedly. 

Before I receive a flurry of emails this new 
regulation refers ONLY to the validation, not the 
entering, of the opening lead. BAWA has found 
that the input of the opening lead along with the 
declarer has significantly reduced scoring errors 
and recommends this as the protocol for 
Bridgemate score entry.  

I am delighted to see that a number of clubs are 
holding heats to qualify players for the State Final 

of the ANC Restricted Butler. The ABF is offering 
substantial subsidy for two pairs to play in the 
ANC Restricted Butler in Hobart. BAWA is also 
committed to the support of new and less 
experienced players and to this end has 
introduced a new event in the BAWA calendar. A 
three week State Restricted Swiss Pairs will be 
held in conjunction with the State Open Teams 
later this year. More information will be available 
soon. 

Requests by clubs to reduce the cost of GNOT 
participation have fallen on receptive ears and 
BAWA has, in an effort to boost numbers, reduced 
the cost of Club GNOT Heats from $40 per team to 
$15 per team. So go and earn some gold points. Â 

B A W A  A F F I L I A T E D 
B R I D G E  C L U B S 

Focus will print details of your congress or red 
point events. All you have to do is email the full 

details before the 20th  of each month to be 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ issue. 

Send to Linda Bedford -Brown  
bedfords@bigpond.net.au 
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Around the Clubs 
B y  L i n d a  B e d f o r d - B r o w n  
 

Bunbury Bridge Club 
F r o m  J a n  M o r g a n  

Lead article by Peter Morgan 

(Photos courtesy Marianne Viebke and Colin 
Saunders) 

STRANGE GOINGS ON - The Sweet smell of 
Success? 

The other Monday we were all settling down for 
our very proper regular game of bridge when it 
was discovered that several large stacks of dried 
stalks and leaves had been left in the courtyard. 

Strange! ɀ We thought - but carried on playing. 
However, one member (who shall remain 
nameless) surreptitiously informed the law who 
duly arrived without disturbing play  and quietly 
removed the green stuff that transpired to be 
ȬÍÁÒÙÊÁÎÅȭȢ 

!Î ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÄ ÄÏÎÅ ÏÕÒ ÄÕÔÙ 
to God and the Queen ɀ BUT! How was that 
member so quickly and easily able to recognise the 
ȬÇÒÁÓÓȭȩ 7ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÒÔÉÓÅ ÏÒ 
experience? ɀ ! ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÌÉÐÓȦ 

The Answer my friend is blowing in the wind 
The Answer is blowing in the wind 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 
Esther Saunders and Colin Saunders ï Red Point 

Winners on Monday 19th March. 

 

2nd Murray Webber and Kate Boston 

TUTORIALS 

 

We are conducting 3 levels of classes this year. 
Beginners (now in progress) 

Then an eagerly awaited refresher series starting 
in April  aimed at improvers, expanding on topics 
such as loser count, reverses, rebids by opener and 
responder, sacrifice bidding, rule of 11 and much 
ÍÏÒÅȣÂÏÔÈ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ %ÓÔÈer Saunders. 

 
Spicing up our Selected Saturday Mornings 
-ÕÒÒÁÙ 7ÅÂÂÅÒȭÓ ÆÉÎÅ ÔÕÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ 
players. 
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Ȱ4ÈÅ $ÒÅÁÄÅÄ Lebensohl ɀ the mysteries of the 
ELH Convention and ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅȱ. So a wealth of 
knowledge available from two very good teachers. 

Busselton Bridge Club 

VALE Bob Brierley 

 

 
Long standing and much loved member of 
Busselton Bridge Club passed away in late 
February after a protracted illness. We missed him 
during his illness and somehow always hoped he 
would return to the bridge table.  Not to be. 

Bob was the epitome of a club player and was 
known to only a few country players outside the 
club. He was the Treasurer for many years and 
was always there to hand out the boards. He was a 
strong supporter of Tuesday night sessions. The 
only time Bob missed bridge was when his 
grandchildren were visiting. 

Our thoughts and condolences go to Pat and her 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ -ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ 0ÁÔȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ 
hospitality during home hosted team events ɀ Bob 
was in the winning team many times. Their home 
exuded family and closeness and although Pat 
knows how to play bridge, she vowed not to play 
with Bob. 

But, for those of us who did play with Bob, we have 
very fond memories. 

Ȱ! ÇÅÎÔÌÅ ÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÔÏÏË ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ 
of nature, the sunsets and beach walks with his 
dogs and the sound of classic music always ever 
turned up high on his car radio. A man of words, 
cryptic cross words, Westwords, Spoonerisms and 
quirky quips - which elicited a deep chuckle as 

they at times sailed straight over the ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔȭÓ 
head. 

As a bridge partner and mentor he was always 
supportive and open to changes to the game. Bob 
was an astute player, modest in success and ever 
ready to praise his partner and opponents. 
Thoughts of Bob bring a smile and feeling of 
×ÁÒÍÔÈȢȱ !ÌÉÃÅ. 

Ȱ"ÏÂ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÓÓÅÌÔÏÎ "ÒÉÄÇÅ #ÌÕb; 
he was genial, welcoming and kind to less 
experienced players. His manners at the bridge 
table were exceptional and a lot of people could 
learn a thing or two from that. His laconic humour 
made him someone everyone looked forward to 
seeing on bridge dayÓȢȱ +ÁÔÅ 

Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ËÎÏ×Î "ÏÂ ÆÏÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ τπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ɀ 
all to do with bridge at various locations around 
Busselton. One was the Senior Citizen Centre 
where we played on Tuesday nights. By supper 
time a group of us would file out, led by Bob, for a 
smoke. He eventually gave up smoking some years 
ago. It shows his great strength of character as he 
was a pretty heavy smoker. He was a good club 
member with a great sense of humour and he will 
ÂÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÍÉÓÓÅÄȢȱ !ÎÎÅ 

Ȱ! ÔÒÕÅ ÇÅÎÔÌÅÍÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÑÕÉÒËÙ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÕmour. 
A great mentor and a very tolerant bridge partner. 
The occasional shake of his head, raised eyebrow 
and wry smile would indicate a blunder. Thanks 
ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐȢȱ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅ 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÁÄÎÅÓÓ that I heard of the 
passing of my dear friend Bob Brierley towards 
the end of last month. We had been regular bridge 
partners for more years than I can remember. 
We were really good mates, having played 
competition squash and golf with/against each 
other ages ago, sharing the occasional glass of 
wine, and (co-incidentally!) both having lived in 
East Africa for many years. His sense of humour - 
and acuity at the table - will be sorely missed by 
everyone at the club. Farewell, old friend. Hope 
ÔÈÅÒÅͻÓ Á ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÃÌÕÂ ÕÐ ÔÈÅÒÅȢȱ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ËÎÏ×Î "ÏÂ Óince we moved to Busselton 
19 years ago. What an enthusiastic bridge player!! 
As one of our car-pool drivers to Dunsborough 
each week, we enjoyed his gentle sense of humour 
with many a play on words, and his ABC FM music 
on the radio. We shall miss you BobȢȱ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ ÁÎÄ 
Lloyd. 
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Bridgetown Bridge Club 
F r o m  J a n  B u r g e s s  

Our Annual General Meeting has been held and 
our committee, having run the club effectively 
with  nurture, good humour and diplomacy over 
the past year, agreed to stand again and was re-
elected en bloc, to continue their excellent work, 
by a grateful membership! 

The committee comprises: 

President - Patricia Rodgers 

Vice President - Peter Taylor 

Secretary - Ursula Wade 

Treasurer - Jana Mayhew 

Members: Gillian Wheatley (Social Organiser), 
Jenny Dewing confirmed she would continue in 
her role as Auditor, and Eric Wheatley and Jan 
Burgess agreed to continue to form the 
Tournament Committee. 

Our AGM also includes our annual award giving 
and the following members were successful in 
their  efforts this past year and received the 
following trophies to warm acclamation: 

 

Winners of The Mary Wheatley Trophy - Gillian 
Wheatley and Eric Wheatley (no relation! 

 

The Welcome Cup (Club Champion) Mona 
Stockwell. 

 

Champion Pair - Mona Stockwell and Heide Taylor. 

Thanks to all members for the very pleasant 
atmosphere in which our weekly bridge session is 
conducted, and also for the assistance given in 
setting up the hall, preparing the refreshments ɀ 
which often include delicious homemade cakes - 
and clearing away afterwards.  

Joondalup Bridge Club 
F r o m  D a v i d  W h e a t o n  

The start of 2018 has been a busy time for our 
club. With our monthly red point event in January, 
a new group of 28 beginners having lessons 
starting February 1st and of course our Inaugural 
congress on Saturday February 24th. 

Dealing with your first congress is always going to 
be a challenge. From getting it approved by BAWA, 
through all the planning of advertising it, 
refreshments, set up, director and caddies, prize 
allocation and dealing with late withdrawals. 

The latter is, I should imagine, the bane of all 
convenors.  We found out accidentally at 8.40 am 
that at 9.30 am start one pair was not going to be 
ÔÈÅÒÅȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÃÁÎÃÅÌÌÅÄ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÄÎȭÔȢ  
You cannot run a Swiss pairs competition with half 
a table. Hence the importance of having an 
emergency pair.  Getting such a pair requires 
goodwill from 2 members not to mention bribery! 

With regard to prizes we allocated 2/3rd of the 
entry fees for this. We spread them across, Open, 
Restricted, Novice, Super Novice and the best 
Joondalup pair.  We were delighted with the 
results as of course were the winners!   We 
subsidised the congress by providing 
refreshments paid for out of club funds.  

We were pleased to welcome, for the first time, 
John Beddow and Stella Steer from BAWA to our 
club.  John gave a gracious speech and was 



 
 

 ȰBRIDGE ï an Olympic Mind Sportò 7 

generous with his comments, as was Stella, for 
which we thank them.  

I would also like to then thank Neville Walker, our 
director, for his help before, during and after the 
congress.  

OPEN WINNERS 

 

1st Rez Karim and Doreen Jones with President 
David Wheaton 

 

2nd Mei Huang and Carol Netscher  

3rd John Beddow and Tad Bieganski 

RESTRICTED WINNERS 

 

1st Mary Lang and Metka Agrez  

2nd Gill Blakey and Ross Blakey 

NOVICE WINNERS 

 

1st Eddie Pozarowszcyk and Rod Rylatt  

2nd David Wheaton and Willy Dadour 

SUPER NOVICE WINNERS 

 

1st Audrey Whiting and Lorraine Beckett 

2nd Michael Lawes and Magda Lawes 

 

BEST JOONDALUP PAIR Geoff Mauger and Sue 
Mauger. 

 

Our beginners are a happy bunch, keen and 
confused as all beginners are. 
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We are lucky to have each week of the 9 week 
course, volunteers from the club who come and sit 
at the tables and help them make the right 
decisions and to make sense of it all.  

Fremantle Bridge Club 
F r o m  J o h n  P e n m a n  

The President's Pairs Trophy Event was held over 
two weekends, Saturdays 17th and 24th February.  

 

The winners were Se-Moi Loh and Laurel Lander 

 

Second were Sue Tham and Sue Simper 

Mandurah Bridge Club 
F r o m  I a n  J o n e s  

 

In February, Clyde England and Roman Gdowski 
won the Tuesday Best 3 out of 4 event. 

 

Denise Sampson and Corrie Davis were runners-
up. 

Nedlands Bridge Club 
F r o m  L i n d a  B e d f o r d - B r o w n  

FRIDAY BRIDGE - CHANGE OF TIME 

On Friday 9 March, the bridge session started at 
the new time of 9.30am. If you would like to play 
on Friday and are looking for a partner speak to 
Robin Burton or Mary Jane Whitehead and they 
will attempt to pair you with a suitable partner. 

Congratulations to the Wednesday Club Pairs 
Winners 

1st Sue Gammon and Alan Dundas 

2nd Jonathan Free and Linda Coli 

3rd Sue Atwell and Penny Styles  

Australian National Bridge Championships (ANC) 
Restricted ɀ Congratulations to the following 4 
pairs that will play in the final ɀ  
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1st Robin Cordin and Sally Brittliffe  

2nd = Fiona Han and Lorraine Vanyai 

2nd = Janet Khaw and Kate Nadebaum 

4th Anita Davis and Arianna Yusof 

West Coast Bridge Club 
F r o m  H i l a r y  H e p t i n s t a l l  

The results of our Summer Teams Competition 
were 

 

1st Graeme Hillier, Shirley Drage, Chotoo Baghat, 
Baboo Baghat 

2nd Maureen Phillips, Cathy Slaughter, Marleen 
Medhat, Ray Wood 

 

3rd Jean Calder, Michael Smith, Barbara Martin, 
Helen Baker 

Kalamunda Bridge Club 
Congress 
F r o m  J u l i e  B e c h e l l i  

This is our two-day gala event when we welcome 
bridge players from all over Australia.  They come 
knowing they will share in the goodwill and 
hospitality of our members, as well as the 
ambience of our Club nestled among the trees in 
the forest at Ledger Rd, Gooseberry Hill. 

SWISS PAIRS 

 

1st - Gerry Daly and Viv Woods with President Rob 
McMahon 

2nd - Hugh Probert and Steven Rogoysky 

3rd - David Schokman and Cynthia Belonogoff 

 

Best Kalamunda Swiss Pair - Gordon Brown and 
Sheila Pryce 

E D I T I N G  O F  M A T E R I A L 

Contributors should note that the right to 
modify submitted material is retained by 

the Editors  



 
 

10 ȰBRIDGE ï an Olympic Mind Sportò  

TEAMS 

 

1st Gerry Daly, Marie-France Merven, Nigel Dutton 
and Viv Wood 

 

2nd David Schokman, David Matthews, Val Biltoft 
and Cynthia Belonogoff 

 

Best Kalamunda Team Stephen Thyer, Joseph 
Gaudet, Peter Clarke and Joanne Payne 

Northern District Bridge Club 
F r o m  A n n e  H o o p e r  

The Autumn Pairs Red Point on 12 March 2018 
was a successful afternoon with fourteen tables 
and was ably directed by Bruce Penhey. Thanks to 
those members who contributed to the delicious 
afternoon tea, namely Astrid Piller (coordinator), 
Wendy Baillie, Lorraine Kingwell, Jane Hayes, Lyn 

Mol, Alf Surace and Neale Consigliere. Wonderful 
to see so many volunteers help carry the work 
load. 

 

1st (E/W) Ron Burroughs and Angie Stepatschuk  

 

1st N/S Neale Consigliere and Eddie 
Pozarowszczyk. 

The next members only Red Point will be held on 
Thursday 19 April. 

It is interesting to see changes happening when 
new people are elected to the Committee.  It is so 
good to have fresh ideas and approaches bought to 
the organisation. I think we always need a mixture 
of experience and learning in any voluntary group. 
To all those willing to put themselves forward to 
serve the community at our bridge club - Thank 
you 

Winners of our monthly free raffles were Lyn Mol 
and Gillian Blakey. 

Visitors are always most welcome so please check 
out our website ndbc.bridgeaustralia.org for all 
the information you will need.  

The hall in in the middle of sports ovals with entry 
to the carpark from Seacreast Drive, Sorrento. 
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Denmark Bridge Club 
F r o m  P h i l p  P o w e l l  

Gold Coast Congress 

 

We congratulate club director Bob Stick and Colin 
Payne who came 3rd in the Sat/Sun Match Point 
Pairs, (intermediate, 0-500); 9th in the Monday 
Open Butler Swiss Pairs (intermediate, 0-500); 
and 7th in the Ivy Dahler Pairs (intermediate, 0-
750). 

We at the Denmark Bridge Club are very proud of 
their efforts. 

Melville Bridge Club 
F r o m  L y n d i e  T r e v e a n  

Once again, our annual Congress was a huge 
success. Our members, as always stepped up 
providing a delicious selection of morning and 
afternoon teas for the players ɀ thank you. 
Members and visitors enjoyed a complimentary 
drink and plenty of socialising afterwards. Judging 
by the comments of those who attended, an 
enjoyable time was had by all. Congratulations to 
the following- 

TEAM winners: 

 

1st David Schokman, Deana Wilson, Cynthia 
Belonogoff and Fiske Warren with President Salim 
Songerwala 

 

2nd Jenny Skinner, Lynne Errington, Christine 
Jenkins and Joanna Tennyson 

 

3rd Egmont Melton, Beata Bieganski, John Beddow 
and Tad Bieganski  

PAIRS 

Qualifying: 

1st David Schokman and Val Biltoft 

2nd Vinod Nasta and Geoff Holman 

3rd Bill Maley and Jenny Maley 

Final Winners: 

1st Fiske Warren and Kaiping Chen 

2nd Rick Rhodes and Maura Rhodes 

3rd Vinod Nasta and Geoff Holman 

Plate Winners:  

1st David Cowell and Ann Hopfmueller 

2nd Meredith Goodlet and Marcey Spilsbury 

3rd Jonathan Free and Mimi Packer 

Consolation Winners: 

1st Joan Valentine and Helen Arendts 

2nd Susanne Gammon and Mark Doust 

3rd Fiona Han and Denis Gimblett 
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Our club boasts a very multicultural group, so back 
in January many of our members celebrated 
Australia Day by wearing their traditional national 
dress or that of their forefathers. Members 
brought along a plate of speciality food and we 
enjoyed a fabulous afternoon tea. 

 

Our club loves to have fun and so we also celebrate 
3Ô 0ÁÔÒÉÃËȭÓ $ÁÙȢ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÒÅÓÓ ÉÎ 
green and bring along something for afternoon 
tea. It was a fun day of green dress, much green 
food, and green milk for our tea and coffee!  

Rockingham Bridge Club 
F r o m  J e a n  D a n c e  

 

Winning the Maurice Richards Memorial Pairs 
David Clarke and Elena Olson  

 

Runners up Bob Gorton and Roz Davey  

CONGRESS RESULTS 

Swiss Pairs (40 Pairs) 

 

Winners Di Brooks and Florence Maltby ɀ Centre 
President Ros Davey 

2nd Clyde England and Roman Gdowski 

3rd Deb Frankel and Dadie Greenfeld 

 

BP trophy winners from Rockingham Ana Maria 
Dela Carrera and .ÉÃËÙ /ȱ#ÏÎÎÅÌÌ with President 
Roz Davey. 

 






























