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Congratulations to all who represented Western Australia at the recent
Australian National Bridge Championships in Adelaide

WA Women’s Team Won the Final
Heather Williams, Sue Pynt, Val Biltoft, NPC Allison Stralow, Annabel Booth,
Leone Fuller and Lauren Shiels

WA Youth Team came 2nd in the Final
From Paul Brayshaw

The Youth team played commendably and made the final, but were defeated 234 to 141 by Victoria
after leading the round robin stages for much of the tournament. The team is Rhys Cooper - Michael
Bausor (who were the #1 ranked pair in the round robin), Kirstyn Fuller, Renee Cooper, Thomas
Peacock and Ailsa Peacock. This was the first tournament for Thomas and Ailsa, so a special mention
for them. (Apologies to the Youth Team – all photos were not useable)
Considerable accolades to Sheenagh Young and Allison Stralow for their many photos and updates to the
Focus editors.

Graded Pairs Winners

Western Seniors

Deanna Wilson and Rose Moore 0-99 Winners

Convener Kitty George with Winners:
Murray Webber and Kate Boston

Loh Se-Moi and Laurel Lander Winners 100-499

2nd Joan Touyz and Val Biltoft

BAWA Daytime Pairs Winners
1. Kate BOSTON and Murray WEBBER
2. Val BILTOFT and Joan TOUYZ
3. Wendy DRISCOLL and Shizue FUTAESAKU
4. Ross HARPER and VIVIENNE GOLDBERG
5. Susanne GAMMON and Jo SKLARZ
6. Dave MUNRO and David SCHOKMAN
7. Geoff YEO and John AQUINO
8. Noelene LAW and Annabel BOOTH
9. Cynthia BELONOGOFF and Anton POL
1st

Pauline Hammond and Ann Ohlsen
2nd Doreen Jones and (Shira Shilbury)
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10. Jan BLIGHT and Florence MALTBY
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President’s Report
By Nigel Dutton
I am pleased to able to report
that the Special General
Meeting of the BAWA Council
gave its overwhelming, in principle, support for
the concept of a permanent home for BAWA as a
long term tenant of the, yet to be developed,
Melville Bridge Club. Without a dissenting vote
the meeting passed the resolution that BAWA
enter a Memorandum of Understanding with
Melville to proceed with the project and
undertake detailed negotiations on a few minor
issues and hopefully move the project forward to
fruition.
BAWA is pleased with the response it has had
from players in the 0-300 Masterpoint group and
we intend to provide more events for these
players in the coming years. There is no doubt
that players keen to improve and keen to climb
the Masterpoint Ranking Ladder will do so faster
playing in higher quality events. Naturally, we
hope that once the 300 limit is reached, that these
newly expert players will continue into open
BAWA events.
In this vein I would urge you to consider two
upcoming events: The Restricted Teams (0 to
300) starting Thursday, 19 September 2013. This
is a 3 week event restricted to players below
300MP as at 1st January 2013. This event will
run concurrently with the first 3 weeks of the
Open Teams. Don’t forget if you entered the 2013
Welcome Pairs, where we had a few computer

REGULAR FEATURES:

issues, then you have free entry to this event. This
event is held at the South Perth Bridge Club.
Secondly, come and join in the atmosphere of a
national event when the HGR Memorial
Women’s Swiss Teams takes place at WABC also
in September. The HGR Restricted Swiss Pairs
which is run concurrently with the ladies
competition will be a great event with the same
Masterpoint restrictions as the aforementioned
teams.
No doubt there will be a substantial report in this
issue about our great Women’s Team but let me
add my personal congratulations for their success
at the ANC in Adelaide last month. For the second
year in a row WA has won the National
Women’s Teams Championship. Well done Val
Biltoft, Leone Fuller, Annabel Booth, Lauren
Shiels, Sue Pynt and Heather Williams (NPC –
Allison Stralow). Special mention also to our
Youth Team whose great efforts saw them qualify
for the final, also for the second year in a row.
Unfortunately, despite their best efforts they
were not able to repeat last year’s result.
Nevertheless, like last year, they proved to be
wonderful ambassadors for you and BAWA.
The ABF have amended the Alerting Regulations
which will come into force August 1. BAWA has
decided to adopt the same amendments. I would
refer you to our web site where the changes are
explained.
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Around the Clubs
By Linda Bedford-Brown

Mandurah
Bridge Club
From Ian Jones

Competition Winners
The winners of the Friday best “Three out of
Four” event held in June were Jenny Maley and
Vera Hardman. Runners up were Eugene
Wichems and Robina McConnell.

played 100 boards over the two days and were
well catered to during the event, with a special
spread provided at the end during prize-giving. A
wonderful array of prizes was raffled and
attractive flower arrangements were auctioned at
bargain prices.
Congratulations to the following players.

Upcoming Events
August 2013


Saturday best ‘Three out of Four’ event – 3rd,
10th, 17th & 24th August

September 2013


Very Novice Pairs –Monday morning 9th
September (members with less than 15
Masterpoints)



Special Teams Event – Wednesday 18th
September



Jack Rowse Novice Pairs – Thursday 19th
September (members with less than 50
Masterpoints)

Winners: Egmont Melton and John Beddow, with
Club President Jim McNamara (centre)

October 2013


Restricted Red Point Pairs – Wednesday 9th &
16th October (open to members with less
than 300 Masterpoints)



Open Pairs Championship – Saturday 19th
October (all day)



Thursday Afternoon best ‘Three out of Four’
event – 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th October

Winter Congress 13-14th July
Mandurah Bridge Club held its Winter Congress
over the weekend of 13-14th July. Directed by
Mandurah Bridge Club’s Convener, Neville
Walker, 52 pairs took part in the event. Entrants
4

Runners Up: Pauline Hammond and Ann Ohlsen,
with Jim McNamara.

Third place winners: Alexandra Russell and Tony
Stevens.
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Carey Park. Vice President, Val Knott welcomed
everyone to the get together. Members
contributed to the delicious selection of gourmet
foods proving as always, that country hospitality
is second to none.

Best Mandurah pair: Phil and Kathy Power,
receiving their prize.
The winning Under State Master pair was Jill and
Simon Williams, who were placed a creditable
14th overall.
The best Under State Master Mandurah pair was
Graeme Perry and Gudrun Kemmer.
President, Jim Offer thanked Convenor, Di Brooks
and congratulated everyone for a job well done.
To add a bit of spice to the proceedings, a Lucky
Dip was held. The consensus - a great time was
had by all.

Gudrun receives her prize from Jim McNamara.
This event is proving to be very popular with
players and Neville Walker is to be congratulated
on running such a successful event.

Bunbury Bridge Club
From Di Brooks

Bunbury Bridge Club members, Kate Boston and
Murray Webber did our Club proud playing in
the Western Seniors. Through 8 of the 9 rounds,
they were seated at Table 1, fending off all
opponents. Reading through their list of
combatants, it read almost like the Whose Who of
WA’s State players. They recorded healthy wins
on 7 matches and minor losses of 13 and 14 on
the remaining rounds.
Congratulations to Kate and Murray for their
tremendous effort.

Di Brooks cutting the birthday cake.
The Monday afternoon session was sponsored by
Gillian Disney and Jenny Drennan. The worthy
winners were Kate Boston and Murray Webber
on 63%, closely followed by Robyn Howe and
Jane Moulden on 60%.

Bridgetown Bridge Club
From Jan Burgess

My tips for any up and coming players:
Bridge is made up of many requirements, the first
being, "Know Your System", followed by "Don't
Panic" and finally, "Learn from Your Mistakes".
(Amongst a list as long as your arm, but these are
my favourites).
Bunbury Bridge Club celebrated its 32nd
Anniversary with a luncheon at the Clubhouse, in
“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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Throughout the months of June, July and August,
Bridgetown promotes itself as “The Winter
Capital of W.A.” and each weekend different
events and attractions are held. The “attraction”
which members of Bridgetown Bridge Club were
eagerly looking forward to for the weekend of
20th/21st July was the presence of Fiske Warren
– and his delightful wife, Suzette! The club had
been working towards holding some instruction –
workshops – lectures - for some considerable
time and to our delight, Fiske accepted our
invitation to travel down to Bridgetown and
conduct these for us.

Members from Kojonup and Manjimup Clubs
joined in and 24 of us gathered at the Shire's
Lesser Hall on a very cold (this is a Bridgetown
winter, remember!) Saturday morning, in an
atmosphere of excitement and expectation, to
hear what Fiske had to say. The morning session
concentrated on “Declarer Play – Bad Breaks”,
with Fiske's expert tuition followed by some
practice hands.

Next we were on to “Signaling in Defence –
Attitude, Count and Suit Preference”. It's not an
exaggeration to say that some of us wended our
way home later that afternoon looking forward to
a nap! Sunday morning was our final session with
Fiske when he concentrated on imparting
information on “Balancing, Re-opening Doubles
and Fighting for the Part Score”, giving us lots of
new ideas to think about. It was unanimously
agreed that the weekend had been enormously
helpful and that Fiske's measured and
informative tuition, his method of delivery and
his gently humorous manner, all combined to
keep his audience engaged and receptive. We
shall very much look forward to luring Fiske and
Suzette down to Bridgetown again at some point.
Warm thanks and appreciation are also extended
to B.A.W.A whose encouragement and practical
financial support were very important in
enabling our Club to hold this weekend – and to
our own Patricia Rodgers who did so much of the
planning and organisation.

Geraldton Bridge Club
From Heather Cupitt

For the first time the Club entered the Bill Hughes
Simultaneous Pairs event run from the UK.

The morning disappeared in a trice! Bridgetown
Club then lived up to its reputation for hospitality
with lunch featuring several warming soups and
a great array of delectable food, all very
important for maintaining one's mental energy
level throughout the afternoon. With more tuition
to come!
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In the almost completed result Piri Kacso and
Chris Knight got the good result of 23rd overall
and 4th in Australia.

“Fostering Bridge in WA”

Joan Butts visited us on a flying visit and
introduced players to the Jacoby 2NT convention.
Members were excited by her energy, knowledge
and love of the game.
The Club thanks BAWA for its support in bringing
Joan to us.
A special afternoon tea was held for longstanding member Marea Stuart, who sadly is no
longer playing with us. Marea spoke of her joy in
playing bridge and of the friends she made
through the club.

We were not disappointed and a full house of
around 200 attended the first and subsequent
lessons. With an emphasis on sharpening up both
our defensive and declarer play we were
reminded of so much that we had forgotten as
well as introducing some new concepts in
following up the auction and when to (or not to)
finesse.

Peter and Nigel work so well together and we
were all educated and entertained; A winning
combination.
From the Left :
Elise Criddle, Maureen Knight, Santa Bailey,
Marea Stuart, Maxine Bohan, Pat Hovell,
Presenter Tui Allen.

Lotte Oswald fitted bridge into the week of her
birthday celebrations and was warmly
congratulated by our Friday players as she
celebrated her 95th birthday. Well done Lotte –
may we all enjoy your continued company, good
health and mental acuity.
Our congratulations to Rose Moore and Deanna
Wilson who won their category in the State
Graded Pairs

West Australian
Bridge Club
From Kitty George

In early July WABC had the pleasure of hosting a
3 session series of lessons given by Peter Smith
and Nigel Rosendorff. Peter and Nigel
successfully ran a similar course last year and the
participants overwhelmingly asked for an encore
in 2013

BAWA AFFILIATED
BRIDGE CLUBS
Focus will print details of your congress
or red point events. All you have to do is
email the full details before the 20th of
each month to be included in the
following month’s issue.
Send to Linda Bedford-Brown
bedfords@bigpond.net.au

“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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West Coast
Bridge Club
From Hilary Heptinstall

The winners of our Club Championship Pairs
Competition (Anton Brazowski Trophy)

1st Shirley Drage and Shirley Bloch (Again!)

Congratulations to our long time Club member,
Lotte Oswald, who celebrated her 95th birthday
last month.
Our annual West Coast Congress will be held on
Sunday September 15 at 10.00am (see flyer in
this magazine). This is always a very enjoyable
day and we hope that it will be well supported.

Northern Districts Bridge Club
From Maureen Heslop

We had a good turn out for our Red Point event
on July 1st. Ten tables, which we have not had for
a long time. So with ten tables we had a Mitchell
Movement and the results are as follows.
2nd Ann Patrick and Marjorie McKircher

1st E/W: Neale Consigliere and Sue Richards with
62.60%
3rd Susan Levy and Wilhelmina Piller
8

1st N/S Rod Rylatt and Eddie Pozarowszcyk.
60.70%.
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Afternoon tea was as usual organized by Gisela
Leonhardt and it was delicious.

Winning the Sunday Congress
Final

Nedlands Bridge Club
From Linda Bedford-Brown

Winning the Ranjit Gauba
Memorial Congress

1st - Jan Blight and Florence Maltby
2nd - Tony Martin and John Beyfus
3rd - Pauline Hammond and David Schokman
Winning the Plate

1st - Tony Stevens and Sathi Moses with Ranjits’
daughter Shanta Hobbs
2nd - Marisa Brion and Tuck Meng Chin
3rd - Peter Gill and Alexandra Russell
Sunday Congress Qualifying
1st - David Schokman and Pauline Hammond

1st - Doreen Jones and Shira Shilbury
2nd - Marie France Merven and Nigel Dutton

2nd - Maura Rhodes and Rick Rhodes
3rd - Tony Martin and John Beyfus
3rd - Carol Newport and Trish Hunter
“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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there would have been a bunch of blue ribbons
on the table.
At our recent annual general meeting Bill
Sandilands stepped down after three years as a
capable and courteous president. Dot Maddocks
also stepped down after five years as a very
efficient secretary. We thank Bill and Dot for their
valuable contribution to the management of our
club.

Chris Cullen and Heather Fergie (Heather came
all the way from Kendenup to play)
Congratulations
to
members
Pauline
Hammond and Ann Ohlsen on winning the
BAWA Daytime Pairs.

Heather Fergie and Bob Fergie
Bob Fergie is our new president and Stefania
Gisladttir is our new secretary. We thank Bob and
Stef for accepting nomination to these positions.
We look forward to rewarding them with the full
support of our members.
We also Congratulate the WA Women’s Team on
their win at the ANC, most especially club
members Val Biltoft, Sue Pynt and Heather
Williams

Sadly we advise of the passing of one our dearest
members Michael Moore.
Vale Michael

Kendenup v Kojonup Challenge
From Ann Oldfield

The Kendenup / Kojonup Challenge was played
on April 21st. We travelled to Kojonup for the
game. Kojonup's Robin Evans whose sense of
humour thrives under all circumstances once
again offered her team tissues for their tears. Bill
Sandilands accepted the trophy for Kendenup
and spoke in appreciation of the host team.
Kojonup are indeed splendid hosts. Had prizes
been given for the tastiest home baked slices
10

Bob Fergie raised the idea of playing a home club
team's game once a month on a Sunday
afternoon. There was enough support to field
four teams. The first game was scheduled for May
5th. Half an hour before the game Betty Campbell
received a phone call. Due to sudden unexpected
circumstances it was impossible for two of her
team to play. A few quick calls and Val Gibson and
Mal Yuii agreed to fill the gap. Mal warned that he
had not had a shave. Betty assured him that a bit
of stubble was all the rage these days. Val had
planned afternoon tea with a granddaughter. She
sent a quick message. "Emergency cannot come. I
am OK." They arrived in very good time and were
greeted with arousing cheer as they walked into
the hall. Our thanks go to Val and Mal for saving
the day. We were able to spend the afternoon
playing our first home club team's game. The only
interruption was a brief phone call from a
granddaughter seeking clarification of the word
emergency. A monthly team's game is shaping up
to be an interesting addition to our club activities.

“Fostering Bridge in WA”

Changes to the ABF
Alert Procedures
As of August 1st 2013 there will be two
significant changes to the current alerting
procedures and both of these changes will have
an impact upon the average club player.

the current requirement to alert. These are the
only two calls that will lead to an announcement,
the Alert Regulations remain unchanged in
respect all other actions.

The first is that when a player opens the bidding
with 1, his partner will no longer need to alert
it. This is irrespective of whether the 1 opening
is natural or conventional. Instead the responder
will be required to make a prescribed statement
(otherwise termed an ‘Announcement’).

After any announcement, the opponents will still
be able to ask supplementary questions, however
hopefully the basic information already conveyed
will obviate much of that need. A side benefit of
this new approach is that many of the problems
currently created due to inopportune (and
sometimes pointed) enquiries will now
disappear.

1♣
The actual ‘announcement’ required will vary
depending upon the nature of the 1 bid:


For natural (Green) systems; the appropriate
minimum length of the club suit (i.e., 2+, 3+,
4+, etc.) should be announced.



For Strong Club (Blue) systems; the word
“Strong” together with the minimum HCP
holding (e.g. “16+”) should be announced.



For system options other than those above
(e.g. a Polish 1); the word “Unusual” should
be used.

1 NT
The second area where an announcement will be
required is after any natural 1NT opening. The
responder will now be obligated to state:


The appropriate HCP range (e.g. “12-14” or
“15-17” etc.).

All such announcements will need to be made
consistently in the prescribed manner.
Alternative designations or terminologies should
not be used.
It is the responsibility of the Responder to make
the announcement whenever their partner opens
either 1 or 1NT. Either call will now trigger the
prescribed announcement, or in the case of a
conventional 1, the announcement will replace

Another major positive is that announcements
will lead to a better level of disclosure than was
previously possible. Up until now the task of
providing adequate levels of disclosure has been
quite difficult for those partnerships employing
either a variable 1NT or for those using a quite
different system in 3rd and 4th seat. A reduction
in the likelihood of any opposition confusion
about the methods being employed (and the
agreed countermeasures) should be a benefit to
all concerned. The Laws relating to mistaken
explanations and unauthorised information will
still however apply to incorrect announcements
in the same way that they currently apply to
incorrect Alerts.
Since these new procedures represent a
significant change in approach, it is to be
expected that some players will need time to
adjust.
Consequently, Directors will be
encouraged to exercise suitable tolerance in
respect to inadvertent non-compliance and this
will continue until most of the players become
familiar with the newly promulgated procedures.
Announcements have been used in both England
and the United States for a number of years and it
is felt that the above application of the same
approach will also be beneficial in Australia.

“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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+55 Healthy
Lifestyle Expo

Seen at Western Seniors

From Claire Weston
Expo Organiser
On 2 May the Melville Bridge Club in conjunction
with the Fremantle Bridge Club participated in the
+55 Healthy Lifestyle Expo at the Fremantle Town
Hall.
Our stand was in the foyer where people first
entered. However the regulars bought in by buses
who know the drill headed straight for the food
selection just a few meters away from us.
We had a bridge table set up and continually had a
bridge game on the go with players changing
regularly. The remaining members hovered around
chatting with anyone who paused for a moment to
look.
From the Expo we gained one person who is
currently attending the beginner’s classes with Fiske
Warren.
Perhaps we were looking for a more successful
outcome. There has been some negative sentiment
expressed about the event, however the cost to the
Club very little and we never know what seeds have
been laid by our presence at the Expo.
My thanks go to all the helpers on the day. From
Fremantle we had Dave Parham, Maxine and
Richard. The Melville crew was Dorothy Stevenson,
Wilma Coloper, Noel Daniels, Patsy and John
MacDonald, Di Nelson, Cheryl and Don MacKenzie,
Felicity and John Woods and their two lovely
grandsons. I feel as though I have forgotten someone
and my apologies if that is the case.
It was a fun few hours playing bridge and talking to
people and I hope everyone enjoyed themselves.
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797 Squad Reunion – 50 Years
From John Beddow

Just on 50 years ago I joined
the Royal Marines, hoping to
complete the most gruelling
infantry course in the world to become a
Commando. Incidentally the word commando
comes from the Boer War in South Africa where
the Dutch Burghers organised themselves into
‘irregular raiding parties’ called: Kommandos.

surfaces to walk on and we had to navigate via
map and compass; always guaranteed to slow
one down. It is worth noting that the ‘Yomp’ took
place after 4 days of pass out tests including the
Tarzan Course, Assault Course, Endurance
course, a nine mile speed march in 90 mins and a
24 hour exercise where we got no sleep.
Needless to say when we were dropped off on the
edge of Dartmoor we were already well and truly
knackered. I am delighted to say that we ended
up as one of the few squads to finish intact with
no drop outs and no failures. The original 797
Squad that formed up in Deal on the 18th July
1963 with 39 members, completed training on 24
April with 24 of their original members. The
other 15 were either returned to Civvy Street, or
suffered injuries and were ‘back squadded’ to try
and complete training with a later squad.

This was an undertaking that I should never have
been allowed to take, as when I took my medical
tests, it was discovered that I was red/green
colour blind. Luckily for me the doctor, after
confirming that I was applying for the Royal
Marines and not the Royal Navy said: “Oh well,
the Marines only kill people, so I suppose colour
is not a big issue.” And so he passed me fit to join
up.
Training from start to finish took nine months.
The pass out week culminated with a march
(yomp) over terrain that included bogs, moors,
brambles, mud holes, which
are almost
impossible to see and have the same
characteristics as ‘quick sand’, low lying mist,
which makes navigation almost impossible, and
of course the extremely changeable weather. The
yomp itself was 30 miles (48.2 kms, and we were
carrying 40 lbs (18.1 kgs) which once the
webbing got wet (immediately) weighed about
45 lbs (20.4 kgs) This is the equivalent of your
maximum weight allowance on QANTAS. We
were given 7hrs 15 mins to complete the yomp.
While this is only about 4 mph (6.5 kph) you
must remember that we didn’t have any hard

Figure 1: Aden 1964-65
After training we were posted to various
Commandos and ships. My path took me to Aden
with 45 Commando during the Yemen war,
Malaysia with 42 Commando during the
Malaysian crisis, HMAS Tiger during the Rhodesia
crisis and Northern Ireland during ‘the Troubles’
Despite being with several Commandos and
serving all over the world, there were only three
occasions on which I saw any of the 797 Squad
again until, out of the blue I got an email inviting
me to our very first Squad Reunion; 50 years
later. The resourceful organizers knew about my
passion for bridge, and found me by contacting
the BAWA Executive Officer. Even though it was
50 years later the bonds formed during those

“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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hellish nine months of recruit training meant I
absolutely had to be there. Besides, it was an
unexpected treat for Pam to be able to catch up
with family she hadn’t seen for nine years.
Before Pam and I actually travelled to the
Reunion, we had a ‘bucket list’ engagement: The
Mousetrap! Would you believe that this Agatha
Christie play has been performed in London’s
West End for 60 yrs. Probably one of the most
amazing things about it was that even after 60
yrs, the production team still managed to keep
the outcome of the mystery a secret. In fact at the
end of every performance the audience is
enjoined to not to tell anyone of the outcome. It
obviously works. Accompanying us to The
Mousetrap was “Focus”. The theatre, St Martins,
was, as you can imagine, very old and
unfortunately very, very dusty. At one stage I
thought we would have to leave as Pam was
really affected and had to use a throat lozenge
which had kindly been given to her by the lady on
my left. Fortunately Pam was able to stick it out
to the end. I found the plot very enjoyable, and
although Pam sussed out who the villain was, I
didn’t. So much for my 18 yrs as a Naval Police
Investigator. While we were in London we were
also privileged to be given an exclusive tour of
the London Museum by its head curator. This
was courtesy of Pam’s niece’s husband who,
before he retired, was the Chairman of the
museum.
The tour was fascinating and a
highlight was seeing Nelson’s sword.
The
museum is extremely up to date with all the latest
technology, standing hand in hand with all the
historical artefacts that have been collected over
many, many years.

Figure 2: Focus at The Mousetrap
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Because we had a few days to kill before the
Reunion, we did a little tour of South Wales,
where my SAS buddy lives, and South West
England where Pam’s sister lives. The question
that was asked of me the most over there was:
would I ever go back to England to live. The
answer is a very emphatic NO. But I must admit
that the two things I do miss are the English Pubs
and the unfailing courteousness of English
drivers. It is so nice to be waved through at
intersections, or in a queue, and to be thanked
when you do the same for others. By the by, even
with today’s satellite navigation devices, London
taxi drivers still have to pass the ‘Knowledge’
before being given their licence.
We all met at Deal, where we had first enlisted.
Our first meeting was at the Royal Marine
Association Club in Deal. While it was for both
the guys and their partners, only about 4 wives
turned up, so it was very much a ‘stag’ night.
Unfortunately Pam had come down with a bug so
we decided it would be better if she stayed in bed
for that night and try and shrug it off for the next
night, which was the semi - formal dining in night.
Many tales were swapped, and while I won’t bore
you with them, there are two that I liked. In our
early days at Deal we had a Lancashire guy in the
squad, Frank Raines, who just happened to be the
younger brother of our Physical Training
Instructor (PTI). One time we were training in
the gym and having to vault the wooden horse.
Frank botched the first two vaults and got a
cuffing from his elder brother, the PTI. On his
third attempt he got it right, only to get another
cuffing. “What did you do that for?” asked Frank.
“I got it right.” “’Cos you’re me brother.” he said.
“Well if you do that again,” said Frank, “I’ll tell me
Mam.” Frank later on won the ‘Commando
Medal’ at the Commando Training Centre’ and
eventually went on win selection for the Special
Boat Squadron (SBS) the waterborne equivalent
of the SAS.
The other story involved me. Some years later I
had specialised as a Field Engineer and we had
been tasked to blow up one of those very tall
industrial chimney stacks. Naturally it was in the
middle of a built up area, so we had to implode it
and make it collapse inwards. We’d set the
explosives and placed a rope 1000 feet around
the chimney as a ‘safety zone’. At one point a
cameraman from the local TV station stepped
across the rope to get a better shot. “Excuse me
Sir” I said, “that is a safety zone. If you stand this
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side of the line I guarantee you won’t be harmed.
If stand on the other side it is at your own risk.”
So he stepped back over the line. Moments later
we blew the chimney stack. It was an almost
perfect result. The chimney collapsed into itself
with just one rogue brick that flew off and
bounced and rolled until coming to rest within 12
inches of the safety rope where the cameraman
was standing. Looking at me with awe in his eyes
he said, “Boy, you guys really know your job don’t
you?” Many more tales were told and eventually
we called it a night at 0200. Of the thirteen that
turned up, I instantly recognised five of them,
which isn’t bad after fifty years.

The next night was the ‘dining-in’ night. The
guys all “glammed” up in blazers and Corps tie.
Graeme, Bob and Alf, the organizers had done an
amazing job decorating the dining room with a
huge array of photos. What memories they
brought back. And of course – there was our flag.

King George III decreed that the Royal Marines
would display just one to commemorate the rest:
Gibraltar. With the Dutch, the Royal Marines laid
siege to defeat the Spanish at Gibraltar, and then
held on for another 8 months in appalling
conditions, 1000 Royal Marines repelling 5000
French and Spanish soldiers.
This epic battle
was selected by King George III to epitomize all
that is the Royal Marines.
At the beginning of the evening I gave all the guys
a lapel badge that Pam and I had designed and
got made to commemorate the event. The lapel
badge proudly displays
my Australian, British
and
Royal
Marine
heritage. And so the
ladies weren’t left out
(seven of them) Pam
gave them each a
beautiful Australian tea
towel. It was a great
night and we are looking forward
to the 75th.
And I hope that all of you bridge aficionados have
enjoyed knowing a little more about that bloke
sitting across the table from you.

Forum-online
If you have an interesting comment or
observation to make Forum is the place to
have your say.
If you look closely you will see that it displays
only one battle honour – Gibraltar. Few know
that since their inception in 1664 the Royal
Marines have proudly served in a conflict for
every year of their existence. The only time the
Corps has “taken a holiday” was in 1980 when no
Royal Marine lost their life during active service.
The Corps accrued so many Battle Honours that
they exceeded the size of their Battle Flag. So

You will find Forum on the Focus Online
under Regular Features.
(All Forum discussions are deleted each
month as and when the new Focus is
uploaded)
Letters to the Editor are always welcomed.
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Joan Butts in Perth
learn a lot from his declarer play, though nothing
from his table manners!
Brd
Dlr
Vul

♠
♥
♦
♣
♠
♥
♦
♣

QT862
Q7
92
KJT7

11

4

8
17

A5
842
AQJ5
7632
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
K73
AJ10
K743
AQ5

♠
♥
♦
♣

J94
K9653
T86
94

Contract 3NT by South
At first glance, the club finesse seems the best
chance for a 9th trick. This is a 50-50 bet. But,
keeping the Hideous Hog in mind, we should try
to improve our odds.
A.B.F. National Marketing Officer, Ms Sandra
Mulcahy with National Teaching Coordinator for
the A.B.F. Joan Butts
On my flight to Perth at the end of June this year, I
was reminded of my last visit to the West. It was
a bridge holiday in 2007 at Margaret River, where
bridge and wine were served up in equal
quantities, leaving us with fond, though possibly
hazy, memories. At that time I met some locals
who joined my group, and, we’ve been in touch
ever since. They were instrumental in taking up
my offer of workshops this year.
It was Bunbury first. “Playing like the Hideous
Hog” was the chosen topic.
The “Hog” is a fictional character created by
Victor Mollo in the early days of bridge. Mollo
was a popular and prolific author, “Bridge in the
Menagerie” being one of his most famous books.
In it, he created animal characters from the real
life bridge players he encountered each day at his
London bridge club.
The Hog was a very good declarer, but bombastic
and arrogant, belittling partners and opponents
alike for their failure to pick up clues at the table,
and for not making the most of the odds. We can
16

Focus on the heart suit. By taking a repeated
finesse, we make two heart tricks whenever East
holds HK, HQ, or both. We lose only if West holds
both HK and HQ. After winning a trick with SA,
lead a heart, and finesse H10. This loses to West’s
HQ. West will lead another spade to drive out SK,
but we travel to dummy with a diamond to lead
another heart. When East plays low, we finesse
HJ. Our second finesse works, and we have our
nine tricks. If we relied on the 50-50 club finesse,
we would have gone down.
More than 50 players attended the Bunbury
workshop, and the atmosphere was so friendly
especially at supper afterwards. Jim and Monica
Offer, and Peter and Jan Morgan have put a lot of
energy into bridge in this beautiful area.
Back to Perth, and up to Geraldton for a session
on Major Suit raises, in particular, the popular
Jacoby 2NT convention. Maureen Knight was
chief organiser, and the new clubhouse had
everything needed for bridge.
The players were right on the ball too, with their
comments and questions, and although most
didn’t use Jacoby, they promised to keep at it
after I’d left!

“Fostering Bridge in WA”

Over S’s 1 opening, N use the Jacoby 2NT to show
a forcing raise of spades with 4-card support and
13 +pts. S responds to the artificial 2NT bid by
showing shortness at the 3-level with 3D.
Knowing the partnership has at most one
diamond loser, N uses Blackwood and goes to
slam when S shows two aces.
SUGGESTED OPENING LEAD: Against S’s contract
of 6, W would lead the DK, top of the solid
sequence.

Back in the car in Perth to drive south, to
Busselton this time, where a big group came
along for two workshops, Major Suit Raises, and
Defensive Signaling.
Margaret Nixon was in charge, and everyone
brought a dish for lunch. The food was
sensational. Again it was a great venue, at the
local tennis club.
Jacoby 2NT offers players a way to reach good
slams with fewer than the 33 (or 37) points we’re
originally taught are required. The key is
knowing how the hands fit. If partner shows a
shortage (singleton or void), the perfect values
opposite this are three or four small cards, or
Axxx,

SUGGESTED PLAY: Declarer has 5 spade tricks, 3
hearts, and 4 clubs. The only loser is a diamond.
SUGGESTED DEFENSE: 6S can’t be defeated
CONCLUSION: To see the effectiveness of Jacoby
2NT, exchange S’s CA-9-8 with E’s DA-9-8. Now S
would show a singleton club over the 2NT
response, and N would settle for game, as the
partnership has wasted values in the club suit.
After a fleeting visit to the Margaret River region,
it was back to Perth for the final workshop,
organized by Noel Daniel at the City of Melville
Bridge Club on Saturday 29 June. Noel had done
a great job of marketing the event, and there
were almost 80 players present. Signaling was
the topic.

It’s exciting stuff. Take this hand for example

While attitude signals are the bread and butter of
defensive carding, count and suit preference play
an important role as well. Look at this hand
where it’s crucial to know how many cards
partner has in a suit, when it is clear that attitude
is not relevant.

Brd S
Dlr
Vul

Brd S
Dlr
Vul

Wasted value would be QJxx, or KJxx etc. Jacoby
allows you to evaluate this, and then to show
controls via cue bids if the hands have improved.

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣
82
T742
KQJ6
643

N
W
♠
♥
♦
♣

17

5

6

KQ96
AQ5
742
KQJ

12

E
S
AJ753
K93
5
A987

♠
♥
♦
♣

T4
J86
AT983
T52

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣
542
972
72
KQT63

K63
JT84
T53
A54
N

W

E
S
QT97
65
J986
987

3

♠
♥
♦
♣

WEST

NORTH

EAST

Pass
2D
3NT

Pass
Pass
All Pass

2C
2NT

8

24

5

♠
♥
♦
♣

AJ8
AKQ3
AKQ4
J2

Bidding:
WEST

NORTH

EAST

Pass
Pass
Pass

2NT
4NT
6S

Pass
Pass
All Pass

SOUTH
1S
3D (*)
5H

“Fostering Bridge in WA”

SOUTH
Pass
Pass
Pass
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2C followed by 2NT shows a big balanced hand of
22- 24 pts. S leads S10, top of an interior
sequence. There are 7 sure tricks, and declarer
needs to promote clubs to come to 9. There are
no entries to dummy, only the club suit itself. N
needs to know when to take their CA.
E wins SA, and plays CJ. S has the chance to show
N how many clubs they hold. With an odd
number, it is correct to play low-high, so start
with C7. N plays low, and E plays C2 next. S plays
tC8. North can work out that if S holds 3 clubs
then declarer had 2. N takes CA on the second
trick. Now declarer is cut off from dummy, and
will make only 8 tricks. If N ducks the club until
the 3rd round, 9 tricks are available. The count
signal, usually played in a suit where partner
can’t possibly want attitude, is what helps here.
(Hands from Better Bridge)
Thanks to the organisers of my workshops, and
to the players for attending them! It’s worth all
the hard work when something you’ve just
learned pops up and, better still, works, isn’t it?

LONG LUNCHES AT CONGRESSES
I must sincerely apologise to all Directors of
Congresses in not fully stating the reasons for
the seemingly long lunch breaks in the May
issue of Focus.
The main reason for the hour’s break is, that
after the finishing time of the session, personal
scorers have to be run off, cut up and set out
for collection.
30 minutes is then provided for you to check
your scores and bring any errors to the
attention of the Director. If there are errors,
the Director then has to ascertain from your
opponents whether in fact an error occurred
and only then can any correction be made and
scores put up and the draw done if a Swiss
event.
All this and usually having to try and grab a
bite of lunch on the run as was noticed at the
Western Seniors.
So no more complaints about long lunches - if
you finish early then you will have a longer
wait, so don’t rush your play or defence.
Noelene Law
Chair, Tournament Committee

KALGOORLIE
BRIDGE
CONGRESS
2013

27, 28, 29 September 2013

At the Old Kalgoorlie Golf Club
Killarney Street, Kalgoorlie
Recommended Accommodation: Railway Motel
(mention Bridge Congress for great deal)
RED POINTS - $$$$$ and Wine Prizes
INCREASED PRIZE MONEY FOR 2013
Fri 27 5.30 Registration - Finger Food and Bar
DIRECTOR: Peter Holloway
Open during registration time
CONGRESS ENTRY FORM (on the flyer)
7.30 p.m. Welcome Pairs
closing date Friday 21st Sep 2013
Sat 28 9.30a.m. Open Pairs
Costs per person:
– Qualifying Round
All three comps $100 inc morning tea and lunch
2pm Open Pairs
Welcome Pairs $20 Open Pairs $40 Teams $40
– Final, Plate and Consolation
Payable to:
Sat 29 9.30 a.m. Teams Competition
Kalgoorlie Bridge Club, P.O. Box 10138,
2pm Team Competition
Kalgoorlie WA 6433
Presentations and Farewells.
Email:
Bar available. No BYO alcoholic drinks please. Free tea, slia@bigpond.net.au or shotts3@westnet.com.au
Information: Sue Lia 90214707 or 0418215308
coffee and iced water available throughout Congress.
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2013 Hans Rosendorff Memorial

2013 Hans Rosendorff Memorial

Women’s Swiss Teams Event

Restricted Swiss Pairs

Sat 21st & Sun 22nd September

Sat 21st & Sun 22nd September

Venue: West Australian Bridge Club

Venue: West Australian Bridge Club

7 Odern Crescent Swanbourne, WA

7 Odern Crescent Swanbourne, WA

GOLD POINTS

GOLD POINTS

PQPs: 1st 24 2nd 12 3rd 6

This event is restricted to players UNDER 300
masterpoints as at 1st January 2013

Play commences 9.30am and finishes
5.30pm (approx.)

Winning pair will receive free entry to the 2014
Autumn Nationals Restricted Swiss Pairs

LUNCHES MAY BE ORDERED BEFORE
START OF PLAY EACH DAY

Play commences 9.30am and finishes 5.30pm
(approx.)

Presentation of ABF medallions at supper
after play on Sunday

LUNCHES MAY BE ORDERED BEFORE START OF
PLAY EACH DAY

Entry Fee: $320 per team

Presentation of ABF medallions at supper after
play on Sunday

Information and online entry facility on the
BAWA website: www.bawa.asn.au

Entry Fee: $80 per player

Tournament Organiser:

Information and online entry facility on the
BAWA website: www.bawa.asn.au

Sheenagh Young

Tournament Organiser:

0409 381 439 hgr@abf.com.au

Sheenagh Young

Tournament Unit:

0409 381 439 hgr@abf.com.au

Bill Kemp CTD

Tournament Unit:

9447 0534 diggadog@iinet.net.au

Bill Kemp CTD

Neville Walker 0418 944 077

9447 0534 diggadog@iinet.net.au

Dave Parham 0409 111 081

Neville Walker 0418 944 077
Dave Parham 0409 111 081

“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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Capel Life
The Quiet Life
By Di Brooks
The quiet sedentary life of Capel has its moments.
At present, I am compiling the Bunbury Congress
scoring booklets. With the two computers and
their printers plus my graphics package, it should
be a breeze.... but no, it's "Get Diane Week". The
inkjet printer/scanner has decided it's not going
to scan. That's a low blow, as I now have to save
the information from the laptop, to the thumb
drive and swap it over to the computer that's out
of the ark. This dinosaur has decided that I can
only print one page at a time, which means
"yours truly" is getting R.S.I. trying to push all the
relevant buttons and it's not working to "Diane's
speed. GRRRRRR My "To Do" list is quite long and
my patience is getting shorter.
I have also attended two seminars, BAWA/ABF
Marketing and the School Volunteer Program.
You'll be pleased to know I am now officially a
School Mentor. I'm looking forward to my
assignment within the local Primary school. My
usual Friday sessions at the Youth group are on
hold, during the school holidays, so I get to laze at
home in the warm, writing letters or knitting;
never an idle or dull moment. One such evening,
we got a phone call from a friend. Her tone
suggested she was near to panic stations. One of
her dogs had gone AWOL. The weather was
shocking. Total blackout, followed by driving
rains and her 11 year old pet had gone missing. It
was too late to venture out that night, but a
promise of an early search brought some comfort
to the distraught owner. Al gave me comfort
saying foxes might view the lost dog as dinner.
(Mother's little comforter!). I sent up a few
prayers. Wednesday morning, I rolled up at
7.45am, rugged up to face the elements and was
greeted by the hapless friend and her wayward
pet. All home, safe and sound. Phew. The little
four legged sweetheart had been out all night,
rocked up at 7.30am, tail a wagging and wanting
her brekkie. What are a few more grey hairs? But
as the saying goes.. All's Well that Ends Well.
(Who says you just worry about your children,
whatever their ages..... pets are family, too.)
20

Sunday is the Capel markets and I'm holding a
stall. Another friend is making Toffee Apples and
I'm volunteering to make Chocolate Crackles.
Hopefully both tempting treats will sell well and
will bring in a healthy profit for the Youth Centre.
That's it from me. My four legged kids need their
walk and then it's up to the armpits in rice
bubbles and copha.
Have a great week and back to bridge:

Balanced Hand versus Shaped Hand
Whatever the system, your final bid should be
based on the shape of the hand as well as the
point count. Take Board 2, played recently in a
Red Point event, East Dealer, N/S vulnerable. At
our table, the bidding went as follows:
WEST

NORTH

1NT

All Pass

EAST
1C

SOUTH
Pass

Declarer struggled to make 7 tricks, when
4Hearts is cold.
So what went wrong? As far as I can see, too
many people use a 1C bid to cover any hand
without a 5 card major and to add to the problem,
partner, instead of bidding their 4 card suits up
the line, decided to bid 1NT to show the 6-9 point
count.
The hands were:
Brd 2
Dlr E
Vul NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

J62
AT74
9
J9873

13
6

16
5
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AK75
63
Q32
AT54
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
QT94
J52
8754
Q2

♠
♥
♦
♣

83
KQ98
AKJT6
K6

Unless you are playing Precision, the East hand
should be opened 1D. West has an easy decision
in bidding 1H and East, with a four and a half
loser hand now bids 4H. In the case with our
E/W, East could have shown their hearts, over
the 1NT, showing a reverse. But unfortunately,
they didn't make the best of their bidding. Both
the East and West hands have SHAPE, therefore
should look for a trump fit.
Take on board this old saying..... "Better to be a
MAJOR general, NOT a trumped up MINOR." In
other words, look for a major fit first, then No
Trumps and then as a last resort, the Minor suit
contract.

eulogy. How to cram a life times experience into 5
minutes.) Then like Judy Garland, I was centre
stage. The basis for the topic was the History of
Playing Cards and the subsequent evolvement of
the game of Whist to Auction Bridge and then to
the best of all bridge, Contract. In my previous
research on this topic, I found that Harold
Vanderbilt was credited as the inventor of
vulnerability and the scoring bonuses for bidding
and making your games. But further information
from Bridge History gave the credit to an article
in a newspaper; "The Times of India" published
15th July 1914.

Around with Di Brooks
Promoting Bridge
I was asked if I would do a stint as guest speaker
for a Bunbury Christian Men’s group and was
happy to oblige. Several months went by, trying
to find a convenient date for all parties and 6th
July was arranged at the Bunbury Anglican
Church, at 7.00am. Early morning starts never
faze me, although Alan thought I was mad. The
carrot tempting one on a cold and frosty morning
- cooked breakfast.
I arrived at 6.50am and was warmly greeted by
the Rev. Jim. A cup of tea was very welcome and I
was glad to help set up the meeting room. About
twenty gentlemen came and introduced
themselves to me, one warning me that he would
sit in the back row and try and catch up on his
beauty sleep.

The Rev Jim with Di Brooks
You'll be pleased to note that there was no-one
snoring through my half hour of fame. I think it
was my accent, along with my poetry that kept
my audience rapt in their seats...... I was even
thought to be a relative to Pam Ayres. I asked for
a show of hands, giving me some feedback on the
background of the attendees. The majority had
played sport in their youth, one person did
crosswords and of the three gentlemen, who had
had some experience with playing bridge, one
was enjoying a regular bridge session, another
was still interested and the third found it too
difficult. I hope that my enthusiasm for the great
game would encourage them all to give it a go.
The converted know the benefits of playing
bridge. We just need to convert the other 90%.

Dennis Evans, Bunbury Bridge Club member,
introducing Di.
The captive audience had their hearty breakfast,
Rev. Jim invited member, Dennis Evans to
introduce me. (Dennis had asked for a short
profile on Diane's background.... a bit like a
“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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Nedlands Bridge Club
3 DAY SPRING CONGRESS
11th, 12th and 13th of October

THE KENDENUP ONE DAY CONGRESS
A CHANCE TO SETTLE OLD SCORES!
This is an official BAWA congress for
players with less than 300 points.
FRIDAY PAIRS:
1 session 1pm $15

Saturday November the 9th 2013.
$25 per player.

SATURDAY PAIRS:
1 session 1.30 pm $15

Qualifying session – 10am.
Plate and final – 2pm.

SUNDAY TEAMS:
2 sessions 10 am and 2pm $30
(lunch provided)

Light lunch, morning and afternoon tea
provided.

DIRECTOR:
PETER HOLLOWAY

This is a RED POINT event with prize
money!

Convenor:
Robin Burton

Venue: Kendenup Country Club.
(BEVERLY ROAD)

ENTRY VIA BAWA WEBSITE
Entries to David Atkinson:

OR EMAIL: OFFICENBC@WESTNET.COM.AU

98514151
Nedlands Bridge Club.

traceyblackburn@y7mail.com

Cnr Melvista and Archdeacon Sts
Accommodation available at the:
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 Kendenup Lodge (08 98514233)
Big Bird and Wolf Chalets (08 98514343)
 or in Mt Barker.
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Nedlands WA 6009
Phone: 9386 8166

An Interesting 2-imp Swing
By Bill Jacobs
bill.jacobs55@gmail.com

A deal from a team’s match that generates a
measly 2-imp swing doesn’t look like good fodder
for a bridge article. But appearances can be
deceptive.

At the other table, the auction was a little
abbreviated:

Suppose you hold:

All Pass
♠
♥
♦
♣

6
AKQJ9853
10973

You are vulnerable, they are not, LHO deals and
open 1S, partner leaps to 4D and RHO bids 4S.
What would you do?
This deal was from the tense final set of the 2011
Women’s Teams in Canberra. Felicity Beale held
these cards and made a great bid, under a lot of
pressure. She doubled 4S! Partner’s diamond
bidding, combined with the unfavourable
vulnerability, convinced her that nothing much
good could come of 5H.
This was the full deal:
Brd
Dlr N
Vul EW
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

6
AKQJ9853
10973

13
10

9
8

AJ875
72
K109
AJ5
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E

S
KQ10942
4
52
K842

♠
♥
♦
♣

3
106
AQJ87643
Q6

Felicity was right. 5H would have been doubled
and set 500 points. Against 4S doubled, East led
DA and gave West a diamond ruff. West played
hearts: declarer ruffed the second heart and
needed to pick up the clubs to make 4S. She
unwisely played off all her trumps and DK before
taking the club finesse into East, so when East
won her CQ, she had a good diamond to play. N/S
were two down in 4S doubled, -300.

WEST

NORTH
1S

EAST
3D

SOUTH
4H

North-South trod on their splinter. West liked her
chances and cashed a top heart at trick 1. She
then continued with 7 more of them, but declarer
had the rest after that: down 5, -250, and 2 imps
to the team that played in the 2-1 fit. There’s no
justice!

Did you spot West’s mistake? After the first
round of trumps, she knew partner had H10 –
South had revealed her singleton trump in the
bidding. West should have played a low heart at
trick 2, to allow East to win and score her DA.
That would have been down 6, and a flat board.
Another curiosity was that, despite holding 8
solid hearts, neither West bid the suit.
The bridge on this deal was fun, but not too good.
That’s what it’s like at the end of a long and
arduous event. It just confirms a theory of mine:
the winner of the final of a week-long event will
be the one that gets the most sleep.

GNOT City Final and
Restricted Heat
Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th of August

“Fostering Bridge in WA”
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BAWA Marketing Seminar with Sandra Mulcahy
From Di Brooks
I received an invitation from Convenor, Noel
Daniel, to attend the B.A.W.A. Marketing
Workshop, which was being held at Melville
Bridge Club, Sunday, 30th June 2013. The
facilitator was the A.B.F. National Marketing
Officer, Ms Sandra Mulcahy. Noel felt that I would
have some valuable input and I felt the seminar
would definitely help me, as Promotions Officer
for Bunbury Bridge Club so I happily accepted
Noel's invitation.

and eventually we came up with a basis with
which we felt comfortable. We wanted to bring
Bridge to the World.

On arrival, I was
greeted warmly by
Noel Daniel, along
with Claire and Diane,
(both
Melville
committee members.)
Soon more friendly
faces arrived on the
scene
representing
clubs from the City, Fremantle, South Perth,
Nedlands,
Gosnells,
Bayswater,
W.A.B.C.
Kalamunda, Mandurah, Swan, Undercroft,

The Seminar gave everyone a
chance to air their views,
which also brought the A.B.F
and B.A.W.A up to speed on
what the clubs needed and
wanted. It gave us all an
opportunity to be a part of
the BIG PICTURE. The A.B.F.
is seriously leading the way
in getting bridge out into the Community, by
preparing a Marketing plan, which all clubs
throughout Australia can use.

West Coast and I represented the S.W (If I have
missed anyone out, I apologise now). Members of
the B.A.W.A. Management and Tournament
Committees were in attendance, as well as the
newly appointed Executive Officer, Robina
McConnell.
A.B.F teacher, Joan Butts and Marketing Officer,
Sandra Mulcahy soon had us riveted in our seats.
Our first exercise was to jot down what outcome
we would like to see, at the end of the day's
workshop. Each person then introduced
themselves to the group, outlining their
aspirations. The ideas were diverse, but the
common thread was the hope of improving the
profile of bridge and of introducing bridge to
more people, as well as setting as standard in
teaching, directing and more especially etiquette
and ultimately, increase club memberships.
After two hours of hard slog, we broke for a quick
cuppa, before reforming into groups. We were
then given the job of setting out a Mission
Statement for all bridge associations and their
clubs. The final outcome, we hoped, would be a
Marketing package that every associated club
would have as its baseline. Each of us had our
own ideas, which were discussed, areas debated
24

Lunch, by this time, was much needed. On the
Menu: Delicious Subway rolls, followed by Mud
cake, and copious cups of tea. Then it was back to
the drawing board. We had to set out a plan for
marketing. Of six main subjects, each of the three
groups took two topics and the end product was
shared with everyone.

We were encouraged to check out the A.B.F.
website. Check for information under different
menus. Seek and ye shall find; Posters,
Promotional material and templates that every
club can utilise to promote their club.
I would like to thank the A.B.F. and B.A.W.A for
the opportunity to be part of this seminar and I
encourage every club to be a part of the bigger
picture.
Well done to Melville and to Noel Daniels for
doing a terrific job.
Congratulations to everyone. We have a great
future ahead of us.

Di Brooks with the ABF National Marketing
Officer Sandra Mulcahy.
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Some Players Will Never Learn…
By Ron Klinger

http://www.RonKlingerBridge.com
Improve Your Bridge Online

the DK. How likely is that? You can tell from the
auction that you are likely to have the total assets
of the partnership. Partner can hardly have a
king.

PROBLEM
Teams; East dealer; NS vulnerable
WEST

NORTH

EAST
Pass
Pass
Pass

Pass
2NT (*)
Pass
3H
All Pass
(*)Natural and game-forcing

SOUTH
1H
3C
4H

If partner has the DQ or D9, leading low is fine
and leading the jack does not gain. Leading low
can gain in a different way and the jack can cost,
as the actual deal reveals:

West to lead from:
♠
♥
♦
♣

A54
KJ5
J1065
KQ2

Brd
Dlr E
Vul NS

You have excellent chances to score a spade, one
or two hearts and one or two clubs as long as you
do not destroy a trick. You can eliminate a heart
or a club lead, declarer’s suits. They are each
likely to cost a trick. When choosing an unbid
suit, usually prefer the one not headed by the ace
(unless it is A-K). The spade lead is riskier than
the diamond.
Once you decide to lead a diamond which card
should you choose? With a 4+ suit headed by Q-J
or J-10 followed by a break of two or more cards,
it is normal to lead fourth-highest unless you
know partner has length in the suit. To lead top of
two touching honours can telescope tricks for the
defence, such as:
J1065

9874

When leading from Q-J-x-x or J-10-x-x or longer
against a trump contract, when the suit does
not have a 3-card sequence or near-sequence,
lead fourth-highest unless partner has shown
length in the suit.

KQ

A32

If West leads low, declarer can make one trick
only. Lead the jack and declarer can create a
second trick.
On the given problem, to lead the DJ would be
useful if dummy had DQ-x-x-x and partner had

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

A54
KJ5
JT65
KQ2

14
14

1
11

KQ7
Q94
AQ97
J63
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E

S
T9
AT873
K2
AT85

♠
♥
♦
♣

J8632
62
843
974

In the qualifying rounds of the 2001 Bermuda
Bowl, West led the DJ. Declarer, Bob Hamman,
won with the DK and played the S9. West took the
ace and continued spades. Declarer played a low
heart to the H8 and HJ. West played another
spade and declarer took a second trump finesse,
losing to the HK. Finally, but too late now, West
shifted to the CK.
Now the opening lead came home to roost. South
took the CA and finessed the D9. Declarer had
pitched one club on the third spade and now
pitched the other two on dummy’s DA, DQ.
Making 4H.
As long as declarer takes the percentage line of
two finesses in hearts, there are several ways that
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West might have defeated 4hx. On the actual play
a second diamond after winning with the 4hx is
an easy enough defence once East has given
count in spades, but an opening lead of the dx5
would almost certainly have done the trick.

We have another event happening on 26th
October, The South-West Friendly Teams. In the
past this has been restricted to players around
our district, but this year is open to anyone who
wishes to have a weekend here.

The DJ lead pinpointed the diamond position for
declarer. On the D5 lead, declarer would probably
have made the percentage play of the D7, not the
D9, and even if the D9 were played; the diamond
suit is now blocked.

Enter via the BAWA website www.bawa.asn.com

ZONTA Charity Day at
Busselton Bridge Club
From Margaret Nixon
Busselton Bridge Club was lucky to enjoy a day of
tuition from Joan Butts on Thursday 27th June.
I have heard nothing but praise for Joan’s
presentations.
In the morning session she gave a lesson on the
Jacoby 2NT response to partner’s opening 1 of a
major suit. This was a new idea for several newer
players.
The afternoon session was dedicated to signaling
– attitude, count and suit preference signals.
We all enjoyed Joan’s presence, and we would
recommend clubs to engage her for such sessions
whenever she returns to WA.
Two days later we participated in the ZONTA
charity bridge day in Dunsborough. Jane Moulden
very capably organized this event, and many
players, both local and from Perth and other
towns, came here for the event. This is the tenth
anniversary, and this year was a red point event
under the umbrella of the Busselton Club. Peter
Holloway adjudicated in his competent manner,
and an enjoyable day was had by all. The Zonta
ladies provided their usual excellent lunch.
Proceeds go towards dealing with domestic
violence, and the new Busselton women’s refuge.
We thank director Peter Holloway, Focus editor
Linda Bedford-Brown and BAWA for advertising
the event.
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Congress
CIVIC CENTRE,
33 TEMPLETONIA CRESCENT, CITY BEACH

SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 10.00am
DIRECTOR – BILL KEMP
ENTRIES via BAWA - www.bawa.asn.au
PRIZES:
Qualifying
Final
1st $75 each; 1st $150 each
2nd $50 each 2nd $75 each
3rd $50 each

Plate
1st $75 each
2nd $50 each
3rd $30 each

Prizes for Consolation Section: depending on
numbers
Arrive 09:30 - Qualifying round 10:00
Lunch (bring your own) 13:00 to 14:00
Final round 14:15
Refreshments 17:30
ENTRY FEE $30 PER PLAYER
*** RED MASTER POINTS ***
ENTRIES CLOSE 11 SEPTEMBER 2013
Each player must have a system card
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ROVING RHODES
Mandurah Winter Swiss
By Maura Rhodes
rhodesfamily@westnet.com.au

The Mandurah Bridge Club’s winter Swiss pairs
took place over Saturday and Sunday, July 13-14.
52 Pairs took part in this excellent event, which
was quite an increase on last year’s numbers,
maybe because it started at 10am this year, not
9.30 am, as it did last year. The extra half hour
made it more attractive for those of us who had
to drive quite a distance. The event was capably
directed by Neville Walker and ran very
smoothly. It was a very pleasant weekend and
everybody seemed to have smiles on their faces,
which is a pleasant change from some Bridge
events.
Here is a hand from the final round, which I found
interesting. In first seat, South opened a
vulnerable 1D. You are sitting in the West seat
holding these cards. What do you do?
♠
♥
♦
♣

A97
AQ6
J83
KQJ9

Brd 15
Dlr S
Vul NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

A97
AQ6
J83
KQJ9

N
W

3
17

Q852
J742
54
T86

10
10

♠
♥
♦
♣

E

S
J643
5
AKQT97
53

WEST
Maura

NORTH

EAST
Rick

1NT
2H
4H

Pass
Pass
All Pass

2D (*)
3NT

♠
♥
♦
♣

KT
KT983
62
A742

SOUTH
1D
Pass
Pass

(*) Transfer to Hearts

You have a flat, balanced 17 count, but hold no
stopper in Diamonds. I asked several people at
Mandurah what action they took after South’s 1D
opening, but most players in the South seat
didn’t open 1D. To me, West’s choice is double or
overcall 1NT. I like to tell Partner my strength
and shape in one bid, so I chose to overcall 1NT,
praying that Partner would either have a
Diamond stopper or be able to remove my bid.
On this hand, my prayers were answered and this
is what happened:

Of course, the play was easy and eleven tricks
were soon entered in the Bridgemate.
Thank you to all in Mandurah for making us most
welcome, especially the kitchen ladies. The
home-made soups were delicious and so too were
the after- play snacks on Sunday. For those who
missed out on Mandurah Winter Swiss Pairs,
perhaps you will think about entering next year.
The Club’s new premises provide a splendid
venue and are easily accessed from the freeway.
Congratulations to John Beddow and Egmont
Melton, who took a sitting position on Table 1.

EDITING OF MATERIAL
Contributors should note that the right to
modify submitted material is retained by
the Editors.
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RESULTS
Graded Pairs 0-99
1st

Deana Wilson and Rose Moore

2nd

Joseph Gaudet and Stephen Thyer

3rd

Ian Rowlands and John Reid

Graded Pairs 100-499
1st

Laurel Lander and Se-Moi Loh

2nd

Julie Corr and Joan Schneider

3rd

Sue Gammon and Alan Dundas

BAWA Daytime Pairs
1st

Pauline Hammond and Ann Ohlsen

2nd

Doreen Jones and Shira Shilbury

3rd

Martin Cleeve and Carol Cleeve

State Swiss Pairs
1st

Trevor Fuller and Don Allen

2nd

Gerry Daly and Karol Miller

3rd

Dave Munro and David Schokman

State Open Pairs - Finals
1st

Michael Bausor and Jonathan Free

2nd

Nigel Dutton and Marie Merven

3rd

Dennis Yovich and Tony Menezes

State Open Pairs - Plate
1st

Wendy Driscoll and Shizue Futaesaku

2nd

David Schokman and Dave Munro

3rd

Pim Birss and David Dale
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TEAMS OF 4
OPEN
Club

RED TABLE POSITIONS
Melville Spades
South Perth Red
Kalamunda
WABC Finesse
Maccabi
GREEN TABLE POSITIONS
Nedlands
South Perth Green
Melville
Undercroft Green
WABC Green

Played

Won

VPs

4
4
2
1
2

4
2
0
1
0

74
64
33
25
13

5
5
4
4
2

3
2
1
2
1

84
74
61
59
19

Played

Won

VPs

12
5
5
4
3
3
2

9
1
1
2
1
1
0

232
69
52
51
45
36
22

8
8
7
8
6
5

5
3
4
3
3
3

130
123
114
97
90
67

Played

Won

VPs

9
6
6
5
4
4

6
5
2
1
1
0

152
123
89
49
47
33

4
4
4
2
2

3
2
2
1
0

80
61
51
33
12

INTERMEDIATE
Club

RED TABLE POSITIONS
Maccabi
South Perth Red
Maylands
Melville Hearts
WABC Red
WABC Blue
Undercroft Red
GREEN TABLE POSITIONS
WABC Green
South Perth Green
West Coast
Nedlands
Melville Diamonds
Undercroft Green

RESTRICTED
Club

RED TABLE POSITIONS
Undercroft Red
South Perth Red
WABC Blue
Kalamunda
WABC Red
Swan Dists
GREEN TABLE POSITIONS
South Perth Green
Nedlands
WABC Gold
WABC Green
Kalamunda

“Fostering Bridge in WA”

July Pennants
ALBANY
BRIDGETOWN
BUNBURY
BUSSELTON
ESPERENCE
GERALDTON
KALGOORLIE
MELVILLE
NEDLANDS
ROCKINGHAM
UNDERCROFT

65
53
58.3
53.5
56.5
38.4
61.9
52.6
51.3
54.8
58.5

58.1
50.5
50.7
58.1
49.4
54.9
51.8
45
57.9
61.2
57.1

67.1
59.3
55.4
55
59
65.6
48.2
55.3
53
49
55.5

57.7
46.6
56.5
56.6
58.5
59
58.4
51.2
59.9
48.5
54.2

52.1

54.7
45.3

51.5

55.3
51.8

58.2
51.2

247.90
209.40
273.00
223.20
223.40
272.60
220.30
300.90
222.10
327.00
328.30

61.98
52.35
54.6
55.8
55.85
54.52
55.08
50.15
55.53
54.5
54.72

6PTS

4PTS
2PTS

Undercroft Bridge Club
th

27 Annual Congress
Pairs: Saturday 26th October, 10:00am
Swiss Teams: Sunday 27th October, 10:00am
$30.00 per person – each day

Morning tea, lunch, & afternoon tea provided

Entries via the BAWA web-site: www.bawa.asn.au
DIRECTOR:
Jonathan Free
CONVENOR:
David Cowell
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Diarize Now
Upcoming BAWA & Club Events 2013
Aug

Simultaneous Pairs Week
Sep

Thu 1st
Sat 3rd - 4th
Sat 10th – Sun 11th
Sat 17th – Sun 18th
Thu 12th
Sun 15th
Thu 19th

Oct

Nov

Sat 21st-Sun 22nd
Fri 27th –Sun 29th
Thu 3rd – Fri 4th
Mon 7th
Fri 11th –Sun 13th
Sat 26th –Sun 27th
Sat 26th
Sun 3rd
Mon 4th
Sun 10th
Sun 10th
Fri 15th
Sat16th –Sun 17th
Thu 21st
Fri 29th –Dec 2nd

GNOT
Finals
Dec

**NOTE**
**NOTE**

Thu 12th

BAWA Open Spring Pairs Championship AND Women’s
Spring Pairs Championship 1st of 6
Venue: South Perth Bridge Club 7.30pm
South Perth Bridge Club Congress- see flyer
Swan River Swiss Open Pairs (PQP & Gold Points)see flyer
GNOT City and Restricted Heat Final
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 10 am
Open Spring Championship 1st of 6
Women’s Spring Pairs 1st 0f 6
West Coast Bridge Club Congress –see flyer
BAWA State Open Teams 1st of 8
BAWA 0-300 Teams 1st of 3
HGR Memorial Congress Weekend-see flyer
Kalgoorlie Bridge Club Congress-see flyer
Melville Spring CongressBAWA State Men’s/Women’s Pairs 1st of 4
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 7.30pm
Nedlands Bridge Club Congress
Undercroft Bridge Club Congress
South West Friendly Teams –see flyer
BWA Masters in Teams of 3
Venue; Nedlands Bridge Club 10.00am
BAWA Xmas MP Swiss Pairs 1st of 4
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 7.30pm
BAWA State Open Teams Final
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 10.00am
Super Vets Congress
Venue to be advised
Mandurah Bridge Club Golden West Welcome Pairs
BAWA Golden West
BAWA Novelty Night – Speedball Pairs
WABC Congress
BAWA AWARD NIGHT
Venue; Nedlands Bridge Club

Times and venues are subject to change: substitutes must be confirmed by the director:
read conditions of entry for the event on the BAWA website.
BAWA/Congress Events
Entries www.bawa.asn.au unless other specified.

STAY INFORMED
Join the BAWA mailing list and receive BAWA State event details, updates, news, and results. Visit
the BAWA website www.bawa.asn.au Go to Contacts then BAWA Email List and email your details
to Nigel Dutton. Don’t forget to advise Nigel of your change of email address.
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ZONTA Charity Day Winners
Finals

1st Kate Nadebaum and Valerie Keevil

2nd Phyl Barnes and Joy Gibson
Plate – N/S

1st Gerald Merven and Trish Anderson

2nd Marion Bogue and Robin Lacey
Plate – E/W

1st Robina McConnell and Eugene Wichems
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2nd Alf and Julie Laslett
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