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Around the Clubs is a most successful section of Focus – I thank all of you - past and
present who go the extra mile each month to promote Your Club – Your Members – and
Bridge! This success is totally yours (You have 4 weeks rest until January 1 st 2020 – I shall
be in touch! LBB)
Albany - John McBeath – Mike Trafalski – Pam Goodman Armadale – Trish
Davis Bayswater - Sandy Sutton – Mattocks Bridgetown - Jan Burgess
Broome - Pam Wadsworth Bunbury -Jan Morgan - Marianne Viebke Busselton
- Jenny Goyder Denmark – John Elliott – Philip Powell Fremantle - John
Penman Geraldton - Heather Cupitt – Wayne Cupitt Glen Forrest – Bev Hayles

Joondalup - Jeanette St Ledger - Dirk Lapere Kalamunda - Carol Dickie –
Betty Roberts –Elizabeth Bazen – Julie Bechelli Kalgoorlie - Sue Lia
Kendenup - Heather Fergie Maylands Jean Martin – Frances Carter –Ann
Semaan Mandurah - Ian Jones Melville –Chris Eales – Richard Fuller- Salim
Songerwala - Lyndie Trevean Nedlands -Linda Bedford-Brown Northern
District - Anne Hooper Rockingham - Jean Dance – Di Brooks South Perth
- Cassie Morin – Jan Howell Swan Districts - David Kininmonth Undercroft
- Graham Milward - John Bayly – Nick Jakowyna WABC - Jan McNab –
Sheenagh Young West Coast - Hilary Heptinstall Willetton - Noel Daniel
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President’s Report
It’s hard to believe it time for another December
Focus – the last for 2019. Let me make special
mention of the fantastic work done by Linda
Bedford-Brown and Beata Bieganski to produce
monthly was is universally regarded as the best
bridge magazine in the country.
We have had a most successful end to 2019 with a
magnificent Super Vets Congress ably run by John
Aquino. Congratulations to Margaret Sacks for
winning the over 100 trophy. OK, there wasn’t a
lot of competition but the trophy is a great
achievement in itself. I would also mention that
Margaret and her partner managed a creditable
14/56 in a strong field. Well done, Margaret.
Despite numbers being decimated by colds and flu
the Golden West was, once again, a great weekend.
Well done to Allison Stralow and her team.

Saturday Bridge
West Australian Newspaper
Ed Note the Bridge Column is back in the West
Australian Saturday Weekend 2
BAWA President Nigel Dutton is writing a
weekly column – it doesn’t matter what level
your game is this will be informative,
educational and instructive - and at times
tongue in cheek!

You have one last chance this year to play a
weekend of top quality bridge. December 14 and
15 BAWA is running a Swiss Pairs event. The top
two pairs will each have 50% of their entry fee
paid for the APBF Congress in Perth next year.
Details and entry on the BAWA web site.
Let me take this opportunity to wish you all a safe
and merry Xmas. I hope to see you at the table in
the New Year.
Nigel Dutton
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Around the Clubs
By Linda Bedford-Brown

February to 3rd March. It will be an excellent
weekend, good Bridge, great food and lots of sights
to see.

Albany Bridge Club
From Pam Goodman

A fun day of Bridge, lunch, hat parade and
entertainment was enjoyed on Melbourne Cup
day.
Winners were NS Roz Trend and Pam Minchin, EW
Mike Trafalski and Alison Mettam.

Hat parade judging - winners Alison Gunton and
Adrienne North

Geraldton Bridge Club
From Heather and Wayne Cupitt

The inaugural competition for the Elaine Cook
trophy was held on a Thursday session, with Julie
Martin-Carabes and Heather Cupitt becoming the
first winners with our two Jeanette's - Elliott and
Day- runners up, and Elise Criddle and Barbara
Allen third.

Winners Julie Martin-Carabes and Heather Cupitt
Our Club really enjoys visitors, and we had a real
treat with the company of a Norwegian, Lief
Theodorssen, for a few weeks. He is coming back
next year.
The Club has been playing the Nationwide Pairs
regularly this year, which has been a new avenue
for players to gain extra red points, and it has
boosted a number of players into a higher master
ranking.

Fremantle Bridge Club
From John Penman

Entertainment was provided by Heidi (Barbara
Windberg) and her troupe.
Please remember to register for our upcoming
Congress on the Labour Day long weekend, 28th
4

Like so many Bridge Clubs in Australia, Fremantle
held their Melbourne Cup event on the Tuesday, 5
November. This was for a 10.30 am start but of
course much earlier for those involved in setting
up and running the event.
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It began with drinks and nibbles with lunch and
games before the Race at 12 noon Following the
race and the collecting of winnings for the lucky
few it was followed by bridge itself. All included in
the entry fee.

Mandurah Bridge Club
From Ian Jones

Seniors Expo - Members of the Club recently
attended the Seniors Week Expo in Mandurah to
promote bridge and the Club, and to hopefully
attract new Members.

The whole event was most successful and thanks
goes to President Jenny Langridge and her band
of helpers.
Colin Hunter, Colleen Webb, Sandy Anderson,
Linda Gore and Pam Gale. Note the Club’s new
banner on the wall.
Other members who helped were Isobel and
Warwick Jones, Christine Leather, Di Schupp, Ian
Jones and Sue Tinney. The Club had handouts for
visiting seniors and completed a contact sheet of
those interested, who will be followed up.

The winners of the Thursday Best 3 out of 4 event
were Jean McLarty and June Mulholland, pictured
with Director Robina McConnell (centre).
The Trevor Fuller team, comprising Mandurah
members Alan Cransberg, Nicky O’Connell and
Kimberley Zhao, won the Masters in Teams of 3
BAWA event. Mandurah team members Peter
Knight, Mei Zhao and Colleen Webb, led by David
Schokman, came third.
The Club will be conducting a series of lessons for
beginners commencing on Tuesday 4th February
2020.
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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The course will run for 5 weeks with two lessons
per week. The lessons are sequential but missed
lessons can be made up. Sandra Hardie will be
conducting the lessons.
9:30am to 12:00 noon First Lesson: Tuesday 4th
February 202- last Lesson: Friday 6th March 2020
Cost - Free. Tuition and course materials are
provided by the Club but participants may wish to
purchase texts which complement the lessons.
Check the Club’s website for contact and location
details.

Bunbury Bridge Club
From Jan Morgan

The race that stops the nation didn’t stop our club
from their usual Bridge session but the spirit was
well and truly evoked with an array of fanciful
headwear.

West Coast Bridge Club
From Hilary Heptinstall

The results of our Thursday Pairs Competition
were

Studying Form

1st Max Havercroft and Brian Kaye
2nd Ray Wood and Marlene Medhat
3rd Helen Baker and Jean Calder
Melbourne Cup Lunch
We had a good turnout for our Melbourne Cup
lunch. It was a very pleasant event and we were
pleased that many of our members dressed up for
the occasion!

Christmas Party
We look forward to welcoming members and
visitors to our Christmas Party at 1.00 pm on
Saturday December 8.
6
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The event was initiated by Armadale to engage
players in a positive, friendly competition, to meet
players, form friendships and network with local
clubs.
Delegates from the clubs will meet in the near
future to fine tune tournament guidelines so that
each participating club has input and an
investment to take this annual competition into
the future.

Congratulations to Gosnells Bridge Club who won
the event in fine style. Armadale Bridge Club
donated the perpetual trophy and President
Trevor Davis presented the prized ‘cup’ to
Gosnells President Do Dean who accepted it on
behalf of her team.
The event was a worthwhile community initiative
and fiercely fought with some sweat on the brows
and some tension in the air, always in the spirit of
good Bridge.
Director Rod Bryant managed the room during
play and dealt with a few issues over the
afternoon. Thanks to Rod, the 4 participating
teams and Armadale members who volunteered
food and time.
June and Lola seriously considering the merits of
Deep Finesse – dinner was late!!

Armadale Bridge Club

Total

Wins

Gosnells
Armadale
Kalamunda
WIlletton

22
7
16
29

37
21
23
18

7
29
17
8

66
57
56
55

2
1
2
1
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M/P

Rnd 3
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Rnd 2

Teams from Armadale, Gosnells, Kalamunda and
Willetton Bridge clubs were hosted by Armadale
Bridge Club, riverside, in Kelmscott to enjoy an
afternoon of competitive Bridge.

Rnd 1

Red points were up for grabs as the inaugural
South Suburban Interclub Tournament got under
way on 2nd November 2019.

Congratulations once again to the Gosnells Team,
Do Dean, Hugh Probert, Peter Bekink and John
Sweetman. Bravo!
Teams

From Trish Davis

A sumptuous afternoon tea was enjoyed whilst the
final scores were posted.

14*8=112
14*4=56
14*8=112
14*4=56

West Australian Bridge Club

Following the fashion of the Olympic Games, the
World Team Olympiad is held on leap years only.

From Jan McNab
(Photos courtesy of Sheenagh Young)

AUSTRALIAN SENIOR’S AND WOMEN’S TEAMS
PLAY-OFFS
By the time you read this our Club members
Jonathan Free, Mimi Packer, Deana Wilson, Jane
Reynolds, Viv Wood and Cynthia Belonogoff will
have competed for a place in one of the teams. We
wish them all the best and want them to know how
proud we are to have so many of our members in
contention to represent Australia.
MEN’S PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP
The Men’s Pairs Championship was played over
two sessions and 18 pairs competed.

VALE David Charters
It is with great sadness I report the passing of
David Charters. Always the consummate
gentleman, David joined WABC in 1980 and had
many wonderful years playing Bridge with his
wife Claudine and more recently his daughter
Joscelyn. The Club benefited greatly, not just from
his legal advice which was instrumental in our
move to Swanbourne, but also because he was a
kind and generous soul. He will be sorely missed.
Sheenagh Young
AUSTRALIAN OPEN TEAMS PLAY -OFF

Congratulations to Kaiping Chen and Fiske
Warren who have won this event for the 2nd time.
Allison Rigg and John Rigg who donated the
Trophy

We are delighted to share the news that our Club
Professional, Andy Hung, has again made the
Australian Open Team for 2020. The team
comprised of Andy, Nabil Edgtton, Sartaj Hans and
Peter Gill defeated the Coutts team 274 – 228. The
target event for this team is the World Bridge
Games Vanderbilt Trophy Open Teams. The
following description is taken from the WBF
website:
The World Bridge Teams Olympiad, today the
World Bridge Games, inaugurated in Turin, Italy in
1960 was the first competition to be set up by the
WBF itself, the Bermuda Bowl already being well
established when the WBF was founded in 1958.
Harold S. Vanderbilt, the inventor of modern bridge
scoring, endowed the new event with a handsome
cup, the Vanderbilt Trophy.
Every member country of the WBF is entitled to
participate with one representative (national) team
in each of the three series of the competition.

2nd John McMullan and Bruce Fraser
Best Restricted: Phil Bapty and Rohan Bandarage
EVENING PAIRS 2019
16 pairs competed in the Evening Pairs
Championship over two Wednesday evenings.
Congratulations to the winners, Julie Short and
Phil Jacobsen

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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2nd Jo Sklarz and Jan Blight

Enter via the BAWA website,

3rd Mimi Packer and Linda Coli

Andy Hung will continue Lessons, American
Standard System, in 2020. Details of Lesson
Programmes will be available in the New Year on
the WABC website or email:
lessons@wabridgeclub.com.au

UPCOMING EVENTS AT WABC
The Christmas Party and Prize Giving will take
place on Tuesday 10 December at 4.30pm
following a Red point open event starting at 1pm.
All players are welcome. There is, however, an
added charge for non-members wishing to attend
the Party.
Christmas and New Year Arrangements - WABC
will be closed on Christmas Day but a Red Point
event will be held at 1pm on Boxing Day.
The regular Tuesday afternoon session will be
held on New Year’s Eve starting at 1pm and the
Wednesday session on New Year’s Day will begin
at the usual time of 11.30am. There will be no
evening session.

Thank you to all our members for another happy
and successful year. The WABC Committee wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a healthy and
safe New Year.

Kalamunda Bridge Club
From Betty Roberts

Over the past few months the Kalamunda Bridge
Club has held a number of competitions.
OPEN TEAMS

A series of Red Point Games will be played in
January starting with:
Open Red Point Friday morning 10th at 9am.
Australia Day holiday Monday morning Red
Point Bridge on 27th at 9am followed by an
afternoon Red Point session at 1:15pm.
Everyone is welcome to join these holiday
sessions.
The Anniversary Pairs is on Saturday February 1,
at 1.30pm. Registration is required for this
popular event as it will be scored across the room
and the field needs to be seeded. No prize money
is attached to this event. The trophy will be
awarded to the best placed WABC pair.
A 3-week Red point Swiss Pairs Open event will
take place on Wednesday evenings 5th, 12th and
19th February commencing at 7pm. Enter on the
WABC website.

1st Joe Louis, Nic Moniodis. Kit Lemann and Tom
Lemann
2nd Rory O’Hanlon, Lynne Roberts, Elizabeth
Bazen and Denise Borger
KNOCK OUT

How to Fill in a System Card Workshops have
been well attended during 2019 and will continue
in 2020, the first on Thursday, 13 February at
11.30am.
The Novice and Super Novice Congress 2020
will be held at 10am on Sunday 16th February at
WABC - Red points and cash prizes. This should be
a fun day.
Novice: less than 150 Masterpoints as at 1st
January 2020
Super Novice: less than 50 Masterpoints as at 1st
January 2020
10

1st Carmen Jackson and Wendy Harman
2nd Tom Lemann and Anita Davis
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RESTRICTED PAIRS

1st

Marlene Robertson and Lyn Shinnick
2nd Kristine Nunn and Derick Johnston

Lyn and John Shinnick, Rob and Carole McMahon

NOVICE PLATE

Brian Daxter, Carole Daxter

1st Wendy Dodd and Sherrill Duncan
2nd Gladys Lourvanij and Jean Rackman
MELBOURNE CUP WINNERS
N/S
1st Bente Hansen/Wendy Harman
2nd Mark Pezzali/Betty Roberts
E/W

Sheila Pryce, Wendy Harman, Gordon Brown,
Bente Hansen

1st Jacqueline Keir/Jim Steel
2nd Joe Louis/Stephen Thyer

Margaret McRobbie, Robin Hood (aka Stephen
Thyer), Jenny Tedeschi

Renee Wylie, Julie Bechelli, Robin Ward, Anita
Davis

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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Melville Bridge Club
From Richard Fuller
The last few weeks have been busy with four
major events: Guys and Dolls (men’s and women’s
pairs), Melbourne Cup day, Arthur Finley Novice
Pairs and the Songerwala Swiss Pairs. Twenty
“Dolls” pairs competed, with Sarita Singh and Do
Dean the winners, while twelve “Guys” pairs
competed, with Salim Songerwala and Merwyn
Menezes winning the event.
Winning Guys: Salim Songerwala and Merwyn
Menezes
Melbourne Cup day was enjoyed by twenty-two
pairs, many of whom came dressed for the
occasion.

Winning Dolls: Sarita Singh and Do Dean with MBC
President Mark Hughes

2nd Laurel Lander and Se-Moi Loh

Arthur Finley Novice Pairs

3rd Lyndall Steed and Anne Mitchell
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The Arthur Finley Novice Pairs was sponsored by
Arthur’s niece, Sue Levy, who made a generous
contribution to fund this event for novice players.
Arthur joined Melville Bridge Club in 2006 when
he was 87 years old and is remembered as being
very supportive of beginners and novice players.
He passed away in 2016 aged 97. The inaugural
Arthur Finley Novice Pairs was won by Peggy and
Tom Stacy.
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”

Winners: Tom Stacy and Peggy Stacy with trophy
donor Sue Levy

Winners: Fiona Han and Doreen Jones with Salim
Songerwala

2nd Mavis Koay & Tomoko Nakamatsu with trophy
donor Sue Levy

2nd Suzanne Goodall and Martin Goodall

3rd Cathy McDonell and Alan McDonell with
trophy donor Sue Levy

3rd Mimi Packer (Virginia Seward)

Songerwala Swiss Pairs
Salim Songerwala, who is the immediate past
President of Melville BC, donated an impressive
trophy for the inaugural Songerwala Swiss Pairs
that was won by Fiona Han and Doreen Jones.

4th Verna Holman and Anne Mitchell
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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We had such a fun time at our Inaugural one and
we hope to see as many as possible next year. Put
the date in your diary.
New Year's Day

5th Di Nelson and Nicole Bertinshaw
Coming Events
We will hold the Oakwood Melville BC Congress on
6th – 8th March 2020. Friday 6th March is a
Welcome Pairs event, Saturday 7th March Swiss
Pairs, and Sunday 8th March is Teams. This
congress is very popular so book early through the
BAWA website to avoid disappointment.
We invite you to help us celebrate Australia Day by
playing in our open red point event on Monday
27th January. Just walk in – no need to book. Start
with a sausage sizzle at midday followed by bridge
at 1.00pm and end the day with drinks from the
bar.

Sessions in 2020
Our Monday afternoon session is going well. We
are going to keep the session open over Christmas
as our Wednesday session falls on Christmas Day
and New Year's Day so as it would be 'a long time
between drinks' we are keeping our Monday
available for anyone who would like to come along
and have a regular session of bridge.
Our regular Wednesday afternoon session starting
at 12.30 at the Tennis Club on the corner of Garratt
Road and Murray Streets will commence again on
8th of January.
Fundraising for Smith Family

Bayswater Bridge Club
From Sandy Sutton-Mattocks

Australia Wide Res tricted Pairs
Bayswater pairs did very well in the recent
Australia Wide Restricted Pairs, both in the open
section and in the Under 50's.
Lesley Hardingham and Daphne Outred were our
stand-out pair, coming 33rd overall and 5th in the
under 50 section with 62.3%. Jean-Yvan Michel
and Herbert Henrison came 38th overall and 6th
in the under 50 section with 61.9%.
Three other pairs came in the top 100 overall Linda Gilbertson and Max Gerber; Jaqui and
Martin Kumkar and Angelo Ariyaratnam and Ian
Ferguson, all coming in the top 50 under 50 points.
Two pairs, Saskia Roosevelt and Ian Erling Olsen
and Regina Ryan and Edward Reeves also came in
the top 50 under 50 Points section.
Bayswater Congress 2020
Our 2020 Bayswater Congress is booked in for
Sunday, October 4th 2020. This time 150 and
below.
14

Follow a tradition nearly as old as our club, our
members have been invited by the Pelican Point
Sea Scouts Club to come along and have a bridge
game starting at 12.30 followed by a relaxing
evening meal by the Swan River. We thank our
treasured hosts Barry and Faye Etherington for
their hospitality and kindness shown to the club.
Our table money, plus any extra, go to help the Sea
Scouts so it is a very good cause. Although it is a
very sociable day, green points will be awarded.

One of our club members, Jaqui Kumkar, is a
member of VIEW which stands for Voice, Interest
and Education of Women. VIEW is a friendshipbased group of women who not only support each
other but band together to support and advocate
for the education of young Australians through the
Learning for Life program of the Smith Family, an
organisation which helps thousands of
underprivileged children every year to reach their
full educational potential.
Over the years out club has come to know Jaqui as
a very hard worker for many causes, for example
with her regular voluntary work for the Red Cross
and fundraising last year for personal supplies for
underprivileged women. This year it is the Smith
Family children who are the focus. Jacqui has
asked club members to bring along school
stationery supplies for underprivileged children
in various schools in low socio-economic areas.
Thank you, Jacqui, for this initiative and for all the
volunteer work you do and thank you to all the
club members who support this cause.

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”

Teacher for Bayswater Bridge Club
We would like to thank Sue Levy for offering to
help with the various teaching sessions we run at
various times during the year. Sue is a very
experienced teacher, having taught bridge for
many years at Trinity school for Seniors. In fact the
first few tables of Bayswater Bridge Club were
drawn from Sue's Trinity classes and Sandy's
classes from Maylands.
League Teams
Our new Tournament Manager, Pat Allen, has
great plans for 2020 and will be entering some
teams into the 2020 League Teams.
Tournament Director Course

the people who go on roster for milk and
afternoon tea. Also, many thanks to the people
who come to help set up prior to our game and to
Jean who helps before, during and after the game.
Thanks from Bayswater Bridge Club
Thank you to BAWA and the ABF and to the hard
working editorial staff of Focus, Linda BedfordBrown and Beata Bieganski for all the help this
year – with publicity, help with congress, lending
us some bidding boxes etc.
More Information
For any information about the club, our congress,
private lessons over the holiday period etc please
ring Sandy 0448 005 967

Bayswater Bridge Club is gearing up for more
sessions in 2020 and beyond with the training of
new Directors with a course to be run by
renowned National Director, Neville Walker.
Several of our members have expressed an
interest in learning to direct using Compscore2
and we look forward to the course immensely.
Already under the guidance of Don SuttonMattocks and Noel Daniel we have a wonderful
new director in training. Pat Allen is proving a
remarkable asset as a wonderful director as well
as taking on the important role of Tournament
Manager.

Nedlands Bridge Club

New Web Manager

Winners of the Mixed Pairs Viv Wood (Simon
Brayshaw)

Angleo Ariyaratnam has answered Pat Allen's call
for someone versed in computer technology to
take on the role of our web manager. Angelo is a
very friendly, energetic and helpful club member
and we thank him so much for offering to help us
out and put us up on the internet efficiently.

From Linda Bedford-Brown

Thanks from the President
Thank you to Noel Daniel for his help this year, and
for his Direction and training along the way. We
wish him good health and lots of relaxation over
the holiday period.
Thank you to all club members and visitors to our
club for making 2019 a great success. Thank you
to our wonderful committee, some of whom have
helped for many years to get our club to this
position and to our new members and helpers
who are helping to ensure that our wonnderful
club is viable for the long term, with new directors
and technical expertise. Special mention to House
Manager, Barry Etherington, helpers Mary
Alexander, Claire Tredget and Dot Wishart plus all

2nd Chris Mulley and Mimi Packer

3rd May Schonwolf and Ken Todd

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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2nd Norma Pears and Bernard Smith
3rd Pam Le Page and Linley Le Page

Having a great time on Melbourne Cup Day!

On sale now! Fabulous, delicious marmalades –
Christmas wrapped - $6 – be quick

The Club celebrated its annual dinner in October
with an early free game of bridge followed by a
sumptuous lunch. Members enjoyed a selection of
delicious roasts, vegetables and salads, cooked
and served by the Spit Roast Company. These were
washed down with a variety of liquid
refreshments, and followed by a choice of
desserts.

o Saturday December 21st is the Blennerhassett
Pairs Christmas Bonus Red Point 1.30pm
o 2020 Saturday 25th January – Australia Day –
Bridge 1.30pm and a Lamington afternoon tea
o 2020 February 2nd – Nedlands Sunday
Birthday Congress – all day Red Point event 10.00am start.
Fiske Warren Lessons early 2020
Tuesday 4th February 10.00am: Start of Beginners
Course (initially 6 weeks)

During the lunch, our president, Rosemary Cant,
presented ranking awards to our deserving
members - a most enjoyable day.

Wed 29th January 10.00am: Standard American a single lesson for Acol players who are thinking of
converting
Wed 26th February 10.00 am: “Two-over-One” - a
single lesson on the differences from Standard
American
A Merry Christmas to all!

Maylands Bridge Club
From Ann Semaan

Congratulations to those who placed in the Spring
Pairs.
1st Colleen Prosser and Richard Maker
16

The Club conducts regular competitions each
Monday (1PM start), Wednesday (10:15AM start)
and Thursday (1PM start) in the R A Cook Reserve
Pavilion, 55 Gummery Street, Bedford. (Please be
seated 10 minutes before the advertised start
time).

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”

Undercroft Bridge Club
From Nick Jakowyna

On Saturday 26th October the Undercroft Bridge
Club held its annual Congress Pairs Competition
with competitors filling 34 tables. On Sunday 27th
28 tables competed.

There is also a supervised session on Thursday
mornings at 9:30am. No partner is required for
these sessions.

Northern District Bridge Club

The many complementary statements by local and
visiting bridge players reflected the enormous
planning undertaken by Connie Coltrona. The
hard work by Connie and her team ensured all
players had a high level of bridge in a first class
facility complemented by quality catering.
As indicated in the results sheets there was some
outstanding bridge played.
SATURDAY PAIRS
Qualifying

From Anne Hooper

On Remembrance Day the Club Pairs Red Point
was held, ably directed by Peter Wilson.

N/S 1st Noriko Sakashita and Ted Sakashita
2nd Viv Zotti and Terri Garbutt
Winners N/S were Susan Sharland and John
Sharland while Wendy Baillie and Barbara
Hendrie won E/W. Congratulations to all and
special thanks to those who produced the
afternoon tea we all enjoyed.
As the year draws to a close we want to thank all
those volunteers who quietly help to keep the Club
running along smoothly. It takes time and effort to
do this and we all appreciate your kind help.
Thank you, thank you!
We have one more members only Red Point this
year on Thursday 19th December.
We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas good
health, happiness and lots of fun bridge in 2020.
Our website www.ndbc.bridgeaustralia.org has
lots of useful information.

E/W 1st Dave Munro and Fiona Han
2nd Joanna Tennyson and Lynne Errington
Final

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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1st Gwyneira Brahma and Phil Bapty

E/W 1st Marilyn Atkins and Christine Ross and

2nd Dave Munro and Fiona Han

2nd Satish Bedekar and Peter McCann

3rd Mark Doust and Belinda Taranto

SUNDAY TEAMS

Commendable results from Undercroft members Gill Blakey and Ross Blakey
Plate

1st Viv Wood, Gerry Daly, Trevor Fuller and Don
Allen
1st Nick Cantatore and Marnie Leybourne
(71.15%)

2nd Nigel Dutton, Marie – France Merven, Jessica
Chew and Rez Karim

2nd Meredith Goodlet and Marcey Spilsbury

3rd Gwyneira Brahma, Phil Bapty, Doreen Jones
and Jan Blight.

3rd Domenico DeGasperis and Debbie Fames
Consolation

Busselton Bridge Club
From Jenny Shaw

N/S 1st Suzanne Gammon and Deana Wilson
2nd Maria Pirajno and Joan Schneider
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The club is enjoying increasing membership and
visitors playing in our sessions. The club playing
sessions have moved to the Dunsborough
Recreational Centre on Mondays and at the new
Busselton Tennis Centre on Wednesdays, both
commencing at 12.30 pm. Visitors are always
warmly welcomed.

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”

The club held the Bob Brierly Club Team’s
championship on 26th October.

Joondalup Bridge Club
From Jeanette St Ledger

Joondalup has been very active in the last couple
of months with two Red Point events.
OCTOBER

This year’s winners were Bernadette Campbell,
Glenda Barter, Molly Parker and Julie Basten.
Runners–up were Jane Moulden, Sally Vidalis,
Esther Saunders and Colin Saunders.

1st N/S Harry Crosby and Julia Hustad 72.3% with
(L) Vice President Dirk Lapere

Long-time member Sheila Wakeford celebrated
her 90th birthday with a game of bridge, chocolate
cake and flowers.

1st E/ W Ravi Soin and Jay Wongphasukchot

We held our Annual General Meeting and election
of office bearers on Wednesday 13 November. A
big vote of thanks was given to the outgoing
President, Barry Witham for his enthusiastic
leadership.

NOVEMBER

The new committee is:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Committee

Alf Valentine
Tony Harris
Ruth Willers
Genevieve Diggins
Jenny Shaw,
Glenda Barter,
Bernadette Campbell
1st N/S Carol O'Grady and Lyn Fakira with
President David Wheaton
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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South Perth Bridge Club
From Jan Howell

Melbourne Cup day was as usual a great social day
at our club. After watching the race we enjoyed a
wonderful lunch prepared by our House Manager,
Wilma Coloper and Jenny Simpson followed by a
relaxed game of bridge.

2nd N/S Elsie Chua (Jeanne Hey)

Spot prizes and winners prizes were donated by
new member Garry Maddeford of Driven Property
Group.

1st E/W Trevor Burr and Ann Burr

2nd E/W Robert Carter and Jacques Bellevret
All was celebrated at the end of the day with lots
of food and wine provided by our amazing Cathy
Broadbent!

1st N/S Joan Barnett and Mary Johnston 1st E/W
Dave Munro and Fiona Han

Our president David Wheaton is currently holding
a series of lessons for beginners.
David also confirmed our membership is now
running at over three hundred!
2019 – A wonderfully successful year reflecting on
how hard the Committee has worked throughout
the past twelve months to create such a fantastic
bridge community. Our thanks go to all within the
club who give so much to make it everything it is
today. Happy Xmas to everyone!
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Our Club Mixed Pairs Championship was won by
Catherine Hood and David Schokman
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2nd Jonathon Free and Noriko Sakashita

3rd Bob Wylie and Merle Wylie – centre Club
President Jan Howell

2nd Virginia Seward and Mimi Packer with Nigel
Krummel

3rd Kirstyn Fuller and Trevor Fuller

SOUTH PERTH BRIDGE CLUB

SWISS PAIRS
6TH, 13TH & 20TH January 2020
We held the Pharmacy 777 Open Pairs in October.
We welcomed visitors from other clubs and Nigel
Krummel, the sponsor, presented prizes.

1st Diane Brooks and Florence Maltby

at 7. 30 pm
Cost $50 per person
RED POINT EVENT
with cash prizes total 45% of income

DIRECTOR - Neville Walker
CONVENOR
Cassie Morin 0402209289
cassiemorin@bigpond.com.au
ENTER VIA THE BAWA WEBSITE

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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Kendenup Bridge Club Restricted Congress
From Heather Fergie
Kendenup Bridge club held their annual restricted
tournament again on November 2nd. We were
delighted to have players from far and wide
attracted by the event, our great camping grounds
and nearby accommodation and in this case the
opportunity to climb Bluff Knoll. Brian Wade once
again did a fantastic job for us as director as we
always have a big spread of players; from those
playing in their first tournament to quite
experienced players. The prizes are given for the
winners overall but also for different point
categories. While Brian was sorting out this
complex, preferential result, we were treated to a
fabulous session of extempore jokes by those of
the players with hidden oratory talent.

The results were:
Overall winners:
Kimberly Zhao and Alan Cransberg.

Overall second: Alison Gunton and Helen Weston
Plate winners: Annette and David Beasley

Anne Oldfield
Plate second: Phil Hogan and Geoff Rogers
Qualifying winners N/S:
Adrienne North and Colin Payne

Alison Gunton
This was nearly as enjoyable as the bridge and
perhaps those attending next year could try to
remember the best jokes of the year and come
prepared!
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Qualifying winners E/W:
Bev Petterson and David Petterson
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Under 100pts winners:
Brian Jackson and Wendy Wade

Albany Congress

Under 300pts winners:
Alan Green and Jenny Liggins

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 2 2020

Under 500pts winners:
Bob Fergie and Heather Fergie
As you can see there are a lot of winners so
consider coming down next year or if you are not
a restricted player then come to our Swiss Pairs
day in May as our hospitality and food are
becoming legendary.

Welcome Pairs Friday 28 Feb
6:30 pm Tapas/Finger Food
7.00 pm Duplicate Pairs
Swiss Pairs 29 Feb-2 March
Saturday 9:30 am and 2:00 pm
Sunday 9:30
9 x 9 board matches
Swiss Teams 3/4 March
Sunday 2:00 pm 3 x 10 board matches
Monday 9:00 am 2 x 10 Board Matches

Director: Neville Walker
Friday Snacks
Morning and Afternoon Teas
Sausage Sizzle Lunch on Monday

Cost $100.00 - All Inclusive
Cash Prizes (minimum 55% of entry fees)
Welcome Pairs $20.00
Swiss Pairs $45.00
Swiss Teams $45.00

Convenor: Mike Trafalski
miket1@iinet.net.au
08 98428576
Entry Via BAWA website

Limit: 27 tables

“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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DEEP-AND-MEANINGFUL #11
Paul Brayshaw taps into the innermost thoughts of Deep Finesse®…

Previously…
However, on the way home, you are suddenly
thrilled by a whisper in your ear – “Hello.”
“Are you… are you Deep Finesse?” you whisper
cautiously. You feel as if you need to whisper, even
though you’re alone.
“Yes.”
“Where are you? How can I meet you?” you breathe,
suddenly feeling prickly all over.
“Only in your dreams - in your dreams…” continues
the seductive voice, fading out to nothing.
At home, you race to put yourself to bed, knowing
that you will be unable to get to sleep anyway.
Thoughts flash through your mind like lightning.
Are you going mad? If not, why have you been so
singled-out? What will she be like? What if you don’t
have any dreams? In this sea of tossed thoughts,
your exhaustion eventually gets the better of you
and you drift off…
The next morning, you wake up disappointed. Not
a single dream, let alone anything resembling
Deep Finesse. The same happens the following
night, and the night after. You try talking to DF but
no answers ever come, no voice whispers into
your ear.
Weeks pass. The Grand Master/Novice pair’s
event approaches, and you agree to play with a
keen, up-and-coming player. After the first night’s
play, you run through all your own mistakes with
your partner for educational purposes, which take
a while, then head home for some rest. You must
be tired, because you fall asleep not long after your
head hits the pillow.
After a while, you feel yourself descending,
descending, as if traversing a long, interminable
staircase. A faint, purple glow grows gradually
brighter, and eventually you step out into a
strange place. A pale, purplish light illuminates a
dark-coloured environment.
Something …
someone … appears as a figure in the distance and
walks towards you. Feeling apprehensive, but not
afraid, you also start to walk towards the
approaching figure.
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As the figure comes into view, you realise it is that
of a young woman. An exquisite woman, but oh,
how strange her appearance! Playing-cards seem
to dance around her, appearing and disappearing,
and she has a crown of them on her head. Her
clothing shimmers and glimmers, and the air
around her is misty. However, what you notice
most about her are her hands – her fingers are
covered in the most beautiful diamonds, but the
number of them changes all the time. Sometimes
there are just a few, occasionally there are as many
as seven, and sometimes there are none
whatsoever. Your eyes are transfixed on this
peculiar beauty as you realise who she must be.
“It’s you,” you whisper in awe. “You are Deep
Finesse, aren’t you?”
“Yes,” she says in a soft, kind voice, and gazes at
you. “It has been a long time coming, but I felt that
we should finally meet. Welcome to my realm.”
You look around, but beyond the immediate stark
surroundings there is only misty blackness. “It is
wonderful to meet you at last,” you say, which
must be the understatement of the year, “but
where are we?”
“I don’t exactly know,” she says. “It is my place,
and I am the only being here. You are the first
person to ever see it.”
“So this is where you do all your analysis?” you ask
in wonder.
“Yes. Thousands and thousands of hands every
day. It is my life, my only life. I must be correct, or
I fail.”
“Your brain must be the most amazing place! But
how is it that you came to be here?”
“I have always been here. I know nothing other
than this life.”
It occurs to you that she must have come into
existence when Deep Finesse itself was compiled.
She was the soul of the software, the very essence
of the algorithm, personified.
She interrupts your reverie. “There is something
I’ve always wanted to know. When you play
bridge, you do something odd in order to establish
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the trump suit, the declarer and the number of
tricks you need. What is it? How does it work?”
Of course! She doesn’t know. Why should she?
“It’s called the ‘auction’. The partnerships bid for
the right to play the hand. It’s all about the scoring.
It’s why we keep playing.”
She sighs. “I’m afraid it doesn’t mean anything to
me,” she says. “But you do. By looking at my
analysis and deducing the lines of play from my
matrix, you have been communicating to me all
these years without knowing it. I have been
longing to meet you.”
“Why have you waited so long to visit my dreams?”
“I was waiting for the right time,” she replies in her
understated voice. “I needed to see you at a time
where I could show you something, something you
have missed on a hand record. Normally you
analyse the hands in great detail, but tonight there
were several you overlooked.”

You nod. “Yes, I do remember this hand, and what
you said about 3NT, but I couldn’t for the life of me
find the defence to beat it in the short amount of
thinking space I had. I’m still puzzled, as a matter
of fact.”
“I know you were doubting me – I could feel it and
it was painful,” she continued. “The contract
cannot make. The defence can always set up their
club suit.”
“How? You always have an avoidance play to
prevent it.”
“I don’t know what you mean by ‘avoidance play’.
But if East is declarer, say, South can beat it by
starting with the Jack of Clubs.”
“But how can it go off?” you bluster. “Declarer
wins the club with the king, plays a diamond to
East and leads a heart up. What do you play as
South?”
“Small, of course.”

“Yes, it was a different sort of event, where we
don’t go into as much detail in the post-mortems.
Please, do show me what you mean.”

“OK, the finesse is taken. East is re-entered with a
diamond and another heart is played. What do
you play?”

She gestures with her hands, and immediately the
playing cards that were floating around in a
random manner start to flutter about, organising
themselves into some sort of arrangement.
Gradually, a deal takes shape and hovers in front
of the two of you.

“Small, of course.”

“Do you remember this deal from tonight? It was
Board 14.”
Dlr
Vul

E
Nil
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

T6
AQ842
AT32
K3

6
13

12

9

KQ5
JT9
9765
985
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
9832
K63
J
AJT72

♠
♥
♦
♣

AJ74
75
KQ84
Q64

You do indeed recall this deal – a 3NT you brought
home from the East seat with overtricks after a
sub-optimal defence. You recall that the DF matrix
said that 3NT could not be made from either East
or West, and you wondered why, but didn’t have
time to analyse further.

“Well, then, the ace is taken and a third round of
hearts played. You are in with the HK and there is
no entry to the North hand to play clubs through
East. Declarer has ten tricks. Game over!”
“But I don’t have the HK.”
Her mild, unassuming comment stops you dead in
your tracks. In the ensuing moment of awkward
silence, it suddenly dawns on you that she would
not have the HK at this point. It would have been
gallantly discarded on the second round of
diamonds and North would win the third round of
hearts with the Jack to lead the club through. It
also becomes clear to you that your thought
processes, although precise and piercing, have
once again been trumped by this lovely apparition,
who has been one step ahead of you the whole
time. Your head hangs in shame – how could you
have been so misguided as to think that you, a
mere mortal, had the upper hand on this
computational goddess in front of you? But then,
how could it be that you are so intriguing and
fascinating to her when you so clearly fall beneath
her level of knowledge and insight?
“I am sorry,” is all you can manage to mumble.
“Please forgive me. I completely missed the
implications of South’s singleton diamond.”
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DF approaches you and takes your hand, which
has an effect rather like that of an electric shock.
She stares beseechingly into your eyes.
“Please stay with me,” she says softly. “I am so
lonely. You are the only one who understands me.
I know you will like it here. The bridge hands that
are played worldwide every day are the only
sustenance you will ever require. Come, stay, and
we can analyse hands forever.”

You smile. Never has a suit of six small hearts
conveyed such meaning before.
Found an intriguing analysis? Unsure of how DF
got to a particular number of tricks? Or, <gasp,
cough>, do you think DF is wrong on a hand?
Please send it to me at thepabray@hotmail.com
and I’ll do my best to tune in to DF’s special
vibrations. Paul ☺

She takes your other hand and continues to look at
you wistfully. You are in a daze, now. You
appreciate her unusual and quirky beauty and
know that she is right – you will like it here, in the
company of someone who also understands you.
And forever, or at least for the foreseeable future
until humankind destroys itself and there is no
more bridge. But what will happen to you? Will
you be alive, dead, or somewhere in-between?
Will you ever be able to play a real hand of bridge
ever again? Better a finite life of real experiences
than an infinite one of non-stop calculations and
analysis, as appealing as it sounded. Deep Finesse
appears to read your face quite accurately and
appeals to you in a more agitated voice:
“Please, please stay. Consider that you only have
one heart that can be broken – I have thirteen.
How will I ever come to terms with that? Oh, oh…”

Monday Australia Day Holiday

She weeps into her diamond-laden hands, and you
put a comforting arm around her shoulder.

walk-in red point event + $$$
OPEN TO ALL ABF REGISTERED
PLAYERS
Cost: $10 members - $12.00 visitors

“On the contrary,” you say. “You and I will
continue to be a wonderful team. I promise to pay
careful attention to all hand records and never let
anyone use your name in vain. I will explain the
hidden stories behind your numbers to anyone
who will listen. I will be your ambassador in my
waking hours and your companion in my dreams.”
This statement is met with a watery smile, and a
soft kiss on your cheek is the last thing you
remember before you wake with a start and sit
bolt upright in bed. It is morning. You take several
deep breaths as you come to grips with what has
just happened. You will never forget her haunting
looks, her desire to share her world with you. Was
it all just a dream after all? Just a vivid, intense
dream? You suppose so. As you stretch and are
about to get up, you see a slip of paper on your
beside table with something written on it. You
pick it up and read its contents:
“Thank you. ♥xxxxxx.”
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27th January

Sausage sizzle 12:00 noon

Bridge starts 1:00pm sharp
Open to all ABF registered players
no need to enter just walk-in on the day
DO NOT MISS THIS RED POINT EVENT
OPPORTUNITY!
45% of table money collected will be
cash prizes
BAR FACILITIES AVAILABLE
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Christmas Comes Early
From Marnie Leybourne

It is not always easy to find interesting hands to
write up for Focus, given the reader profile
ranging from beginners to much grander masters
than me. However, these two pretty hands came
up one right after the other and they seemed
fitting for a Christmas edition of Focus.
Hand one – picking up all the match points on
a squeeze
I’d probably be willing to bet a fair amount that
any sane bidding system played in WA would find
South playing this hand in 3NT (so the bidding
sequence is of no interest) and that a low heart
would be led from West (the 5 or 2 depending on
whether you lead 4th or 3rd/5th).
Dlr
Vul

E
All
♠
♥
♦
♣

T84
QT952
95
J43

12
3

10

15

A2
863
KJ
AT7652
♠
N
♥
W
E
♦
S
♣
♠ K965
♥ K7
♦ A874
♣ KQ9
♠
♥
♦
♣

QJ73
AJ4
QT632
8

As you can see, providing the clubs behave, 11
tricks are a certainty – six clubs, heart King and the
Ace/King of spades and diamonds. However,
playing duplicate that will yield only an average
score as “everyone” will be in 3NT making 11
tricks. So, to win the match points, we need 12
tricks.
On the lead of the heart five, East won with the Ace
and returned the heart Jack, won by South with the
King. The King, Queen and Ace of clubs were
played, followed by two more rounds of clubs,
South throwing one spade and one diamond.
The key now was to leave the sixth and final club
in dummy as the eventual squeeze card. Playing it
at that moment would have actually squeezed
declarer (South), as the third cards in both spades
and diamonds were needed as threats. These
cards remained:

Dlr
Vul

E
All

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠ T84
♥ QT
♦ 9
♣
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A2
8
KJ
7
N

W

E

S
♠ K96
♥
♦ A87
♣

♠ QJ7
♥
♦ QT6
♣

The diamond King was now played, followed by
the Jack, covered by the Queen and Ace, West
throwing a heart. A small spade was led back to
dummy (North), won with the Ace.
The situation now was a classic double squeeze,
executed by playing that carefully preserved club
seven. The heart eight in dummy would force West
to retain the Queen, so West had to throw a spade.
East had to decide whether to toss his last
diamond (making the diamond in South a winner)
or a spade, allowing South to take the final two
tricks with the remaining spades. On the club
seven, South just tossed whichever suit East kept.
Twelve tricks and all the match points.
Note that if East ducks the opening lead, allowing
South’s King to take the first trick, only 11 tricks
can be made as the squeeze can’t operate.
However, it wouldn’t be correct defence, for South
could have just the heart Queen (and the club Jack
to make the hand worth 15 points), with West
holding the King. Ducking the first trick would give
the contract away, instead of taking the first five
tricks.
Hand two
You pick up this meagre assortment of cards (so,
not much of a Christmas present just yet) and hear
your partner open 1D (promising at least four).
Your right-hand opponent overcalls 1H, what do
you do?
♠864
♥AT753
♦732
♣K3
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We can probably agree that the three possible
options are 1NT, 2D or pass. Double (for takeout)
can’t be right, you are missing both a point and a
spade.
Let’s say you pass, which may not be everyone’s
choice. The left-hand opponent passes, your
partner doubles, pass, back to you. The choices
haven’t changed: 1NT, 2D or pass. What is your
choice now?
Hands passed out, doubled, at the one-level are
rare, however they can certainly be profitable.
These were the four hands:
Dlr
Vul

N
NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

952
98
K98
QT652

15
5

13

7

AKJ7
Q
JT654
A74
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
864
AT753
732
K3

♠
♥
♦
♣

QT3
KJ642
AQ
J98

Dlr
Vul

N
NS
♠ 95
♥
♦ K
♣ QT65

N
W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
84
753
7
3

♠ QT
♥ 642
♦
♣ 98

It is easy to see from the remaining cards that
North-South will take five more tricks: three
hearts (providing South NEVER leads hearts
again) and two Aces for eight total tricks. Declarer
is down two, doubled, for a score of -300, a great
pickup for North-South given the best alternative
score is 120 for eight tricks in a part-score no
trump contract. Who would have thought, on
picking up that hand, that the 7, 5 and 3 of hearts
were going to be such great cards?!
Merry Christmas

Lead: Diamond two (bottom from three in
partner’s suit)
As you can see, none of the bidding has been
outrageous. Partner has a pretty 15-count and a
perfect double in the pass out seat. The 1H over
caller has a 13-count.
Declarer won the first two tricks in hand with the
Queen and Ace of diamonds (leaving the way open
for dummy to win a diamond trick if a diamond is
ever led again). The club Jack was led won with the
King by South and the spade six returned, won by
North with the King.
North now led the heart Queen, covered by the
King and Ace. South played the heart ten,
smothering dummy’s nine won by declarer with
the Jack (North threw a diamond). At this stage,
declarer had taken three tricks and lost three.
These cards remained:

E DI T I NG O F MAT E RIA L
Contributors should note that the right to
modify submitted material is retained by
the Editors
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♠ AJ7
♥
♦ J6
♣ A7
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Silence not Golden
By Ron Klinger
http://www.RonKlingerBridge.com

Improve Your Bridge Online

A MESSAGE FROM THE
BAWA TREASURER
When BAWA adopted the new constitution
(Rules), the fees for members who join after
April 1st were changed to align with the cutoff
dates for ABF fees.
For new or reactivating members joining

With both sides vulnerable South opens
1NT, 12-14.
What would you do as West holding –
♠
♥
♦
♣

Q9873
KQ854
K107

o from April to September: 100% of the
annual fee
o from October to December: 50% of the
annual fee
o from January to March: free (until 31st
Mach)

SOLUTION on page 41

Test Your Slam Play
By Bill Jacobs
bill.jacobs55@gmail.com

As BAWA administration has moved from
Nedlands to Melville the postal address will
also be changing to a new PO Box in Melville in
January. Details will be advised in the February
edition of Focus and on next year’s invoices.
Thank you to all the club Treasurers for their
hard work and support. I would also like to say
a special thank you to those who pay their
invoices promptly and notify me of changes in
their contact details or when there is a new
treasurer, which makes my job a lot easier.
Stella Steer
BAWA Treasurer

Dlr
Vul

S
NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
W
♠
♥
♦
♣

13
20

WEST

QJ84
A10
K
QJ10984

NORTH

E
S
A107
KQJ
AQ982
A2

♠
♥
♦
♣

EAST

SOUTH
2NT

Pass

6NT

All Pass

Lead: ♥4. This is a fine contract. Don’t muck it up!

SOLUTION on page 41
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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Golden West Swiss Pairs 2019
From Fiske Warren

The last round of any Swiss Pairs event is always
exciting. One hopes to be dealt most of the cards
and to be in control of one’s own destiny. If the
opponents get the good cards, one can only hope
they don’t make the most of them. When slams are
around the stakes are raised even higher. I am
often asked how often a slam hand comes up and I
usually guess at once every 12-15 hands. I do
know that there were an exceptional 5 makeable
slams in the last round of 12 boards. This article
looks at those hands and how successful people
were at bidding them.
Brd
Dlr
Vul

2
E
NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q6
AK
A52
AJ8653

6
18

13

3

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
932
Q9872
J98
T7

♠
♥
♦
♣

AKT84
J
KQT743
4

It is a matter for debate whether East should open
1 or 1. Beata Bieganski and Lauren Shiels had
an effective auction against me that went as
follows:
WEST
2♣
2♥
4♦
7♦

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

1♠
2♦
3♦
5♦
Pass

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

In this auction 4 agreed diamonds and gave
partner the option of asking for Key Cards with 4
or showing Key Cards with bids between 4 and
5. After hearing partner had 2 Key Cards and Q,
Lauren quickly bid 7 which presented little
problem in the play. Of the 46 pairs to bid this
hand, only 6 bid the grand slam. 30 bid a small
slam and 10 stopped in game. Not a good start for
me and 9 IMPs in the out column.
A few boards later.
30

7
S
All
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

T9
AQT9843
J53
7

5
7

21

7

Q632
52
Q984
J86
N

W

E
S
85
J6
KT72
KT954

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

AKJ74
K7
A6
AQ32

Lauren opened a pre-emptive 3. Beata bid 4NT
and when partner showed a Key Card she bid 6.

J75
T6543
6
KQ92
N

Brd
Dlr
Vul

After a trump lead she drew trumps and ran 10
to make 13 tricks. An initial diamond lead is the
only one to give declarer a problem but the
contract can still be made by delaying drawing
trumps and ruffing the spades to establish the 5th
spade as a winner. 22 of the 42 pairs bid and made
slam (3 playing in 6NT). 3 pairs went down in 6
and the other 18 pairs settled for game. Another
11 IMPs in my minus column and a definite feeling
the set was going less than well.
Two boards later we got the chance to get some
IMPs back.
Brd
Dlr
Vul

9
N
EW
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

73
T
J764
QJT642

N
W
♠
♥
♦
♣

9
4

7

20

T6
AQ964
K83
853
E
S
AKQJ5
KJ732
Q2
A

♠
♥
♦
♣

9842
85
AT95
K97

Our bidding:
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pass
Pass
Pass

Pass
1NT
4♦
5♣

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

1♠
3♥
4NT
5♦
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Pass

6♥

All Pass

4 agreed hearts and showed a diamond control
with no club control. 5 showed one Key Card
over which 5 asked and 6 showed K and Q.
No problem in the play. Only 11 out of the 42 pairs
bid 6 and so we got some IMPs back.

Next board gave the fifth and final opportunity to
try a slam:
Brd
Dlr
Vul

♠
♥
♦
♣

The next board:
Brd
Dlr
Vul

10
E
All
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

AQ963
K83
K943
A

6
16

15

3

J754
952
A52
J92

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

AJ742
AJ
Q64
AJ9

7

N
W

11
S
Nil

E
S
T82
QT
J87
T8754

♠
♥
♦
♣

K
AJ764
QT6
KQ63

We were all on a slam adventure now and Beata
and Lauren bid to 6. This was not a good contract
and after a diamond lead, won by North’s Ace,
Beata had to play trumps for no loser. She started
with K, noting South’s 10 and continued with
8. North had followed with 2 and 5 and Beata
now had a choice of 3 plays:

17

12

4

KT85
K63
J7
T642
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
Q6
9854
T85
Q875

♠
♥
♦
♣

93
QT72
AK932
K3

With trumps breaking 3-2, 6 could be made with
a successful club finesse to discard a spade loser
but it is a poor odds slam and not surprisingly no
pair tried it. 2 pairs sportingly bid 6NT but failed
to make it while the other 40 pairs sensibly played
in game.
Going into the last round, 8 pairs still had a chance
of winning but best placed were Catherine Hood
and Pauline Collett. They survived all the various
slam tests and had a solid last set to put the result
beyond doubt. They emerged as well deserved and
extremely popular winners. Well done to them.

(1) Play A and hope South started with
doubleton Q10
(2) Play J and hope South started with doubleton
109
(3) Play a low heart and hope South started with
singleton 10.
What is the best percentage play? Beata followed
option (2) and played J, losing to the Queen. At
the time, I thought this was best but later I ran the
combination through the computer “Suit Play”
program and was surprised to find that option (3)
playing low was the recommended play. I guess
this is affected by restricted choice since South
would play 9 half the time when holding 109. Also
South could achieve a brilliancy award by
dropping Q under the King, in which case
declarer will play North to hold 10952! But option
(3) would also have failed – what an infuriating
game! This was worth more IMPs to us and we
were back to all square. Of the 42 pairs, 9 pairs
played in 6 going down and 6 pairs played in 6
making after dropping the trump Queen.
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Competitive Bidding
From David Schokman

Most bridge partnerships would have no problem
at all in bidding their cards without opposition
interference, and it is when this happens that
judgement kicks in. Do we always get it right? No
we don’t, but we often have to take a small penalty
rather than allow your opponents make a game, or
even a slam. This deal was from round six of the
congress teams played at the Nedlands club in
October, an event with probably one of the
strongest fields ever at a congress. This was the
last board in the last round and caused some
boilover.
Dlr
Vul

S
Nil
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

QJ97
AK1073
A1084

5
14

5
16

Q1076
10
J985
Q765
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
AKJ53
A532
KJ93

♠
♥
♦
♣

9852
K864
Q642
2

If there ever was a deal where you could mount an
argument in favour of the laws of symmetry it
would be this one. It would be interesting for you
to read some comments (Try Google) that have
been made on the subject.
Back to the matters at hand - 1S by south - West
doubles. No problem for north. 3S is probably the
safest choice but I have no doubt that there were
the 4S bidders. East has some problems but, on the
bidding, can place partner with a certain void in
spades, and with the singleton club could have just
the right hand for partner. The problem is, can east
pass 3S? I believe that it cannot be done as the
hand looks perfect for 4H, so east bids 4H. South
has no problem and bids 4S.
You are now west. Surely you have no problem as
based on the bidding, north has shown a weakish
hand and your partner has made a free bid. You
have three quick tricks in your hand but with your
void it is possible that there could be similar

distribution in other hands. Do you pass, bid, or
double?
Can you get away with only two down for minus
300? Actually, 5D happens to be the better
contract but difficult to get to after east has called
hearts
The results showed that 18 out of the 26 pairs
were allowed to play in 4S. Four of them were
doubled of which two made their contracts. One
pair was allowed to play in 4H: Two in 5H were
double for minus 500 and two were doubled in 5D.
There were the cautious tables, four of them,
where the bidding ceased at 3S.
However, this deal is not about the bidding as in
competitive situations we often have to make a
relatively blind decision at a high level. This is
when the adrenalin starts flowing! Today we only
look at an example of declarer play and shows 66
pc of the players who were in 4S failed to make
their contracts. I would have been with this 66 pc.
This is a fairly difficult line of play so before you
play to the first trick you check as to how many
losers that you have, and how you plan to
eliminate them.
You are, almost certainly, going to receive the lead
of the diamond ace or king, which you ruff in hand
and plan your line of play. If trumps are 2-2 or 3-1
you have no real problems, but if they break 4 -0,
(and there is no reason why they should/could,)
there could be difficulties. However, before we go
any further, I again mention the Laws of
Symmetry. This theory is considered to be
rubbish, as conventional bridge wisdom asserts
that there is no relationship between hand and
suit patterns. That does not mean that you do not
have to exercise caution.
Over the 35 years of writing the column for the
West Australian newspaper my favourite story
was about the poor children, (of high-stake rubber
bridge players) who lived under the bridges of the
Seine and the Thames. On one side were the
children of the parents who drew trumps too
quickly and on the other side the children of the
parents who did not. So, on this deal if you draw
even one round of trumps, I believe that you
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cannot make the contract. Try it for yourselves.
The solution appears to be that you have to play a
club at trick two. If east ducks the first club you
win with the queen and cross ruff the hand,
winning a heart: a club: three heart ruffs and five
spades. If west wins and gives his partner a club
ruff you are now in control. Now play a trump at
trick two and try to make 10 tricks in spades. You
will be a trick short which accounts for such a high
percentage of failure.
How many of us would have got it right?
What happens if west leads the queen of hearts? I
will leave that problem for you to solve!

431 Canning Highway, Melville
(Corner of Stock Road)
LeisureFit Centre Melville
PHONE: 9364 9109

OAKWOOD MELVILLE BC
CONGRESS
ENTRIES: Via BAWA Website –
www.bawa.asn.au

PROGRAM 2020
Fri 6th March Welcome MP Scored Pairs

1:00pm - $15.00 pp
Sat 7th March Open Swiss Pairs
9:30am - $35.00 pp
Sunday 8th March Open Teams
9:30am - $35.00 pp
(please bring correct table money)
Winning team guaranteed $500
Maximum Capacity 42 Tables
Enter early to avoid disappointment!
Convenor:
Salim Songerwala … 0421 595 541
Tournament Director:
David Parham … 0409 111 081
BYO Lunch, but light refreshments will
be provided
Prizes will be a minimum of 45% of
entry
BAR FACILITIES AVAILABLE
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A Worthwhile Sacrifice
From Gerry Daly

Dlr
Vul

S
NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
W

9

♠
♥
♦
♣

WEST

NORTH

14

Pass
Pass
Pass

AJ3
A7632
J
AT92

1♥
2♣*
3NT

E
S
QT82
98
AKT763
5

♠
♥
♦
♣

EAST
Pass
X
All Pass

SOUTH
1♦
1♠
2♦

*4th suit GF
We have all heard many times of the need to form
a plan before playing at trick one and today’s hand
is no exception. Your job is to pull in a very skinny
3NT contract in a match point event. Going down
will be a poor result as most pairs will be playing
this hand in a part score.
Your opponents are a strong pair and E leads the
spade 7 diagnosing her partner’s length from the
bidding. Dummy is a disappointment and although
some of my peers would disagree, I would not
recommend opening this light in first seat at the
one level and particularly when playing
matchpoints. The usual outcome will be the
partnership getting too high.

giving an entry to W to lead a club through and you
are worried that the defenders will be able to cash
5 tricks before you can get to the diamonds.
Actually, a heart attack before you lose to the KS is
probably even worse for you and ensures defeat
on this line. Your options in diamonds are to either
run the Jack or overtake and play three rounds.
Both yield 5 tricks when diamonds are 3-3 or there
is a doubleton Q or doubleton 98. But running J
also works against Qxxx. and gives up the lead
with less frequency. Hearts is another option to
consider, 3 tricks if they break 3-3 to go with 3
spades 2 diamonds and AC. Odds of this are below
40% and involve losing the lead at least twice.
Clearly diamonds are the better chance.
Having completed your due diligence, you win the
ace of spades and play JD. W promptly wins Q and
switches to a low club. Your 10 is taken by Q and
instantly E returns a spade and giving you a happy
outcome.
Why did East return the spade so quickly and not
explore attacking clubs or hearts? There is a
second key point in this hand and we often miss it.
Defenders cannot see all declarer’s problems and
we should capitalise on this where possible. The
sacrifice of wining Trick 1 with the Ace not only
provided the entry to dummy but provided the
additional (and accidental) benefit of also
convincing E that partner held the Jack and
inducing the defenders to concede a crucial tempo.
Full hand was
Dlr
Vul

You cover the spade 7 with the 8 and the 9 appears
from West. What is your plan? Make one before
reading on.
You quickly see that you need 5 diamond tricks
and an entry to get to them once set up. Anyone
who won a reflex JS at trick 1 is in trouble as you
can no longer force a spade entry to dummy. Even
after seeing the need to win this trick with the Ace
it is hard to do. You are now only going to make
two spades tricks instead of three and you will still
need some luck in the diamond suit. You are also

S
NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

K964
JT54
Q8
K86

14
9

8
9
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AJ3
A7632
J
AT92
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
QT82
98
AKT763
5

♠
♥
♦
♣

75
KQ
9542
QJ743
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SuperVets

From John Aquino
The SuperVets is an ABF/ BAWA Gold Point event
run in Perth each year. The bridge governing
bodies wish to use the tournament to celebrate the
extraordinary contribution that older bridge
players have made to the game we love. The
tournament is restricted to bridge players over the
age of 75.
This SuperVets was held at the WA Bridge Club on
Sunday 10 November and coincided with WA
Seniors Week. This was the eighth year in which
this unique event has been run and 112 players
entered to compete for the SuperVets Trophy.
The field boasted many Grand Masters and players
who had reached Gold and Silver Life Master
Status.
Many have been playing for over 25 years and
their bridge skills are formidable.

Winners —Joan Touyz and Jan Blight with ABF
President Allison Stralow and Tournament
Organiser John Aquino

It was truly awe inspiring to see a room full of
veteran bridge players, horns locked in silent
competition, cards held close to their chests, all
vying for recognition of their bridge playing
prowess.
The tournament was run as a Swiss Pairs event
with six, seven board matches.
The 2019
SuperVets was won by Jan Blight and Joan Touyz.
This is the second time Jan Blight will have her
name engraved on the perpetual trophy. She was
a winner in 2018.
Runners up — Merle Wylie.and Rob Wylie.
A special certificate was presented to the only
centenarian who entered — and finished the
tournament in the top 25% of the field. A
remarkable result!
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MANDURAH BRIDGE CLUB
2020 Summer Weekend Congress
Saturday & Sunday
25 & 26 January
At our premises on the corner of Murdoch &
Bortolo Drives, Greenfields

Maggie Sacks receiving her special certificate of
achievement from ABF President Allison Stralow
and Tournament Organiser John Aquino.
Bridge is recognised as a sport by the
International Olympic Committee. It is a game
that engenders the following attributes and values
common with other competitive sports —
technique, competitive attitude, strategy, fair play,
discipline, stamina, quick reflexes, rapport with
your partner, and concentration.
Contract bridge is an excellent gymnastic of the
mind for men and women of all ages. Medical
research in the United States has concluded that
playing the game significantly lowers the risk of
developing Alzheimer’s disease and is even said to
boost the immune system.

Saturday
Swiss Pairs
9.30am Start
(XIMPS converted to VPs)
$30.00 pp
Sunday
9.30am Start
Swiss Teams
$30.00 pp
Lunch is NOT provided, but can be ordered on
arrival at player’s cost.
Light refreshments will be provided.
Prizes will be a minimum of 50% of Entry Fees

Convenor
Sheryl Coats
0415 748 525 – Sheryl_coats@yahoo.com
Tournament Director
Neville Walker
0418 944 077 – nifty1940@outlook.com
Entries via the Mandurah Bridge Club website
www.mandurahbridgeclub.com.au/events.php

After a very successful 2019 tournament, planning
for the 2020 event is already underway. The event
will be held on Sunday 8 November 2020 during
WA Seniors Week. If you are eligible consider
entering this blue-ribbon tournament and you will
be assured of being part of a very special bridge
event on the WA bridge calendar.
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Tips for New Defenders
By Di Brooks

As you defend twice as often as you play as
Declarer, you need several tools in your belt Signals, Count, Attitude, Leads and Discards. I
always advise new players to keep their system
simple, The Kiss Convention. The less you have to
remember, the easier it is to defend. If you decide
to use the “LOW’ principle, this can be
incorporated with all of the five above. Take Board
5 in Rockingham’s Monday session. The bidding
went thus:

2♦
3♣
All Pass

N

♠
♥
♦
♣

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

1♥

X (asking
W to bid)
Pass
Pass

Pass

2♥
Pass

Pass
3♥

In a normal pair’s session, the best score reaps the
top points, so defence has to keep Declarer from
making the most tricks. North/South aren’t in
game, therefore allowing them to make 10 tricks
is going to be an outright bottom. East leads the
10D. Dummy’s hand hits the table with an eight
count and two hearts.
What does West know about East’s hand? Well, for
a start, the D10 shows a doubleton and no honour
in the suit. Declarer plays low and West takes his
Ace and returns the smallest diamond he holds.
This too is a signal, but unfortunately East missed
it. Declarer took two leads of trumps and then
played on the diamonds, pitching one of his losing
spades. East followed where he could, keeping the
SJ and the CQ. On the final heart squeeze East
jettisoned his SJ. Sad to say, Declarer made 10
tricks. A Top for North South.

♠
♥
♦
♣
107
1084
A643
KJ75

12
8

Dealer N
WEST

Dlr
Vul

12
8

842
AK762
KQ52
8
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
K965
53
J98
A1062

♠
♥
♦
♣

AQJ3
QJ9
107
Q943

Where did the defence go wrong? West, after
playing his DA, he returned the D3; giving the clue
he had honours in Clubs, the lowest suit. East,
when he was down to his last two cards, he knew
that the CK was still out. His CQ was never going to
win, so he had to keep his SJ and could happily
throw his CQ, knowing West held the CK.
Signals form a vital part of defence.

More tips for new defenders
Count
Usual count is playing "High Low". This shows an
even number of cards held in the suit. (2, 4, 6, etc)
If you have a singleton high card, well, there's not
much you can do with it. Playing a Low card shows
an odd number in that suit. Again, if you hold a
singleton small card, it's tough.
Reverse Count: This is the opposite of the above,
therefore a small card shows even cards and a high
card shows an odd number. This makes more
sense if you hold J862 for you to play the 2. You
would never play the highest as you could make a
trick with the Jack.
Low,” I Like”, also applies to discards. Holding
K973, it is better to jettison the 3, showing an
interest in that suit, whereas if you hold 1096, you
discard the 10. You don't want partner to switch
to that suit.
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It's important to watch partner's carding. When
Declarer plays on trumps, don't just follow willynilly, think before you discard. A great tip is to
discard colour on colour, so when the trump suit
is Red, and you cannot follow, throw a Red card on
the trick. Sometimes Declarer is so busy counting
just red cards, that he/she miscounts the trumps.
Attitude
Again, the theme of Low “I Like” runs through the
carding, keeping it the same so you don't have to
remember different carding.
Leads
If partner has bid, lead his suit. At least this way
you keep partner happy.
You can make your own choice of leads, but it had
better be successful or partner won't be too
thrilled.

Rockingham Bridge Club Inc
Corner Watts & McLarty Roads,
Shoalwater, WA 6169

CONGRESS 2020

February 8-9 Starting Times
10.00am

Discards
Keeping the same theme of KISS, (Keep It Simple,
Sweetie) playing Low shows interest in that suit.
S.C.A.L.D.
Signals: Count, Attitude, Leads and Discards, all
very important to getting your defence perfect.
Happy Bridging,☺

ENTRIES
Via BAWA Website — www.bawa.asn.au

PROGRAM
Saturday8 - Congress Pairs
(Qualifying, Final and Plate) 10.00am
$40.00 per player (includes lunch)
- pay at the table on the day
Sunday 9 - Congress Teams -10 am
$40.00 per player (includes lunch)
- pay at the table on the day

20 TABLES
Raffles

Door Prizes

Convenor:
Janice Hawker0450032038
h1110@iinet.net.au
Tournament Director:
Neville Walker 0418 944 077
Rockingham Bridge Club:
Telephone: 9591 3444E-mail:
rockbrig@bigpond.com
www.rockingham.bridgeaustralia.org
.
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When the roof falls in
From Ian Bailey
The success of a hand can depend on very small
things. We all know the difference 10 points can
make when playing no trumps rather than a suit
contract. When it comes to defence, gaining on
extra trick can spell the difference between gloom
and glory. To extract that extra trick it is often
necessary to apply some thought.
Look at the following hand. You are north with nil
vulnerable and east dealer. East opens 1NT (12-14
hcp), doubled by south for penalties and all pass.
Partner places the 4  on the table and you see
Dlr
Vul

♠
♥
♦
♣
♠
♥
♦
♣
3

5

932
K 10 8 4
984
Q98

10 8 5 4
62
32
K 10 6 2
N

W

E
S

Dlr
Vul

♠
♥
♦
♣
♠
♥
♦
♣

932
K 10 8 4
984
Q98

3
5

14
18

10 8 5 4
62
32
K 10 6 2
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
AKJ
A75
J 10 6
AJ74

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q76
QJ93
AKQ5
53

You can see east has a perfectly respectable 14
count. It’s a tough day for that player. And you can
reflect on your play. The spade switch has
generated an extra trick, handy. Had you cleared
the clubs first, partner would have had to lead
from hand to give declarer the Q. Your careful
thought has paid dividends.

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

Declarer plays the 8. Hopefully you’re
acquainted with the rule of 11, and work out that
declarer has just one card higher than the 4. If it is
the J or the A that will make regardless so you put
in the 10. Lo and behold, the 10 wins. Glowing with
pride, you set to clearing the clubs.
Or do you? Wait a tic, my entries to hand are very
limited. Shouldn’t I make better use of them? But
let’s work out the points. Opener is limited to 14,
you can see 8 so partner has at least 18. Nice hand!
Looking at dummy, hearts don’t look good but
spades are shorter than diamonds, and you do
have four. Let’s have a go at that.
Good ole partner comes to the party, taking the J,
K and A before reverting to clubs. As soon as you
get in you can gleefully cash your 10 S. Partner has
one more trick to win, the A H so they are three
down. A nice score. The hands are –

You think we’ve finished now do you? No way –
come back here. When you are playing the weak
NT it is important to have a mechanism of
recovering from penalty doubles to try and avoid
situations like this. In this case, EW can make 7
tricks in hearts, or even 8 on less than perfect
defence. How do you find this?
The most common escape mechanisms are
modified SWINE and transfers. You can use either
here, but it would be a total guess. My personal
preference is unmodified SWINE. As west, I would
not like the look of things at all and would close my
eyes and try a bid of 2D giving partner a choice
between diamonds and hearts. This could go
wrong but it isn’t likely that you will be any worse
off, and it has the advantage it throws the guess
back to the opponents. Hopefully here partner
would choose the hearts. But even if he doesn’t,
we are in a much better place. I much prefer to
give partner a choice rather than plain guessing,
and here it puts the pressure back on the
opponents. I challenge them to find the making
3NT (and to make it)!
OK, we’re done. You can go now, possibly happy
that you play a strong NT opening.
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Test Your Slam Play

Silence not Golden

By Bill Jacobs

By Ron Klinger

SOLUTION

SOLUTION

Dlr
Vul

S
NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

K632
97542
1053
3

13
3

4

20

QJ84
A10
K
QJ10984
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
A107
KQJ
AQ982
A2

From a National Open Swiss Teams
Dlr
Vul
♠
♥
♦
♣

95
863
J764
K765

S
All
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣
Q9873
KQ854
K107

9
10

There’s no shortage of tricks: a spade, 3 hearts, 3
diamonds and 5 clubs, allowing for a club loser.
That’s 12; you just have to take them. The issue is
ensuring that you have the communications
between the hands.
Forget the club finesse: that way madness lies. So
suppose you play A and another club, and
suppose East wins that and suppose East plays a
spade. You don’t want to take the spade finesse,
since you counted 12 tricks earlier, but are you in
a position to take both dummy’s clubs and your
hand’s red suit winners?
Yes, if you won dummy’s ♡A at trick 1. Then the
♢K will be the entry to dummy’s clubs, and the ♡K
the later entry to your hand. (If East were to return
a heart instead of a spade, then the A would be
the entry to your hand.) No sweat.
But if you play low at trick 1 and a spade comes
through, then you will discover that you lack
sufficient entries to your hand to make the
contract! Sorry partner, I ran out of entries to the
20-point hand.
The moral: You’ve read this before but it’s worth
repeating. After dummy is laid down, before you
say anything (except perhaps ‘thank you partner’),
plan the play.

7

14

A1062
KQ1054
72
83
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
KJ4
A873
AJ3
J42

♠
♥
♦
♣

5
J962
1096
AQ965

In one match South opened 1NT and West bid 2S
(5 spades and a minor). East bid 2NT to ask for the
minor and passed West’s 3D, which just made for
+110. In the BBO match:
WEST
1♠
All Pass

NORTH
2♦ (1)

EAST

SOUTH

Pass

1♣
3♥

(1) Shows 5+ hearts
Lead: DK
South ducked and West switched to the S9. NorthSouth +140.
At the other table:
WEST
Pass ?
Pass

NORTH
2♦ (1)
4♥

EAST
Pass
All Pass

SOUTH
1NT
3♣ (2)

(1) Transfer to hearts
(2) Heart support, seeks club help
Lead: D9. One down. E-W +100.
With nine losers South was way out of line to bid
3C, a super-accept for hearts, despite holding 14
HCP. The 4-3-3-3 shape has little appeal. It was
quite enough to bid 2H.
With such good shape, it was timid of West to pass
1NT. There are methods to show such hands, such
as 2S (spades plus a minor) or 2D, spades plus
another or 2D diamonds plus a major.
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Results
TEAMS OF FOUR
From John Beddow
OPEN
1st
2nd
3rd

Nedlands
WABC
Maccabi

INTERMEDIATE
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

South Perth
Nedlands
West Coast Blue
West Coast Gold

NOVICE
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

SPBC
Melville
Kalamunda B
Kalamunda A

3rd

Paul Brayshaw and Hamish McCracken

4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

Val Biltoft and Andrea Peretti
Tad Bieganski and Arianna Yusof
James Steer and John Finlay -Jones
Deana Wilson and Kimberley Zhao
Trevor Fuller and Divyesh Shah
Nigel Dutton and Ian Hammond

BAWA Masters in Teams of 3

BAWA Grand Master /
Restricted Pairs (26)

A Grand applause to the Masters and Convener
BAWA President Nigel Dutton

(Photos courtesy of Stella Steer)

Wendy Driscoll - Jonathan Free -Tad Bieganski Nigel Dutton - Viv Wood - David Burn - Gerry
Daly - Bridget Cooke - Bob Prince - Elizabeth
McNeill - John Beddow - David Matthews - Ann
Ohlsen - James Steer - Beata Bieganski - Leone
Fuller - Cynthia Belonogoff - Bruce Fraser Catherine Hood Deana Wilson - Stella Steer

1st

2nd
42

Tim Knowles and Jonathan Free

Mavis Koay and Ron Cooper

1st

Trevor Fuller, Kimberly Zhao, Alan
Cransberg and Nicky O’Connell

2nd

Jan Blight, Laurie Money, Frank
Thorogood, Fiona Han

3rd

David Schokman, Mei Zhao, Colleen
Webb, Peter Knight
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BAWA Open Teams (7)

Golden West (92)
(Photos courtesy Convener of Allison Stralow)

1st
2nd
3rd

Karol Miller, Val Biltoft, Viv Wood and
David Matthews (Gerry Daly/ Henry
Christie)
Alan Harrop, Jonathan Pynt, Stella Steer
and James Steer
Trevor Fuller, Don Allen, Paul Brayshaw,
Chris Mulley, Deana Wilson and Fiske
Warren

1st Pauline Collett and Catherine Hood

APBF Teams Challenge (6)
(Photo courtesy of Rose Moore)
BAWA will pay the entry fee for the APBF Congress
in Perth 2020 for the winning team in the category
of the team’s choice.

2nd Martin Doran and Paul Hookyaas

3rd Dave Munro and Pim Birss
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Gerry Daly, Viv Wood, Karol Miller and Val
Biltoft
Rose Moore, Jonathan Free, Mimi Packer
and Jane Reynolds
Andrew Swider, Tad Bieganski, John
Beddow and Egmont Melton
Nigel Dutton, Marie-France Merven, Rez
Karim and Jessica Chew
ave Munro, Pim Birss, Catherine Hood and
Pauline Collett
Marnie Leybourne, Trevor Fuller, Deana
Wilson and Kirstyn Fuller

4th Gerry Daly and Viv Wood
5th Kaiping Chen and Fiske Warren
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70% Results (Random search)

6th Tad Bieganski and Andrew Swider

7th James Steer and Stella Steer
8th Mitch Garbutt and Jonathan Pynt

9th Renee Cooper and Christopher Leach

Best Restricted Pair
Peter Stephenson and Bruce Penhey
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Busselton
74.8 Graeme Bowman and Murray Webber
Rockingham
73.6 Wendy Pollock and Trevor Pollock
Maylands
70.7 Trevor Pollock and Wendy Pollock
Albany
73.6 Ros Trend and Pam Minchin
Armadale
80.0 Raymond Glass and Steve Rogoysky
71.9 Steve Rogoysky and Do Dean
Nedlands
70.3 Linda Bedford-Brown and Sheila Bishop
Swan Districts
70.7 Lorna Shead and Mike Klasztorny
73.2 Stephen Thyer and Joanne Payne
South Perth
72.9 Pauline Collett and Catherine Hood
71.4 Bill Prince and Gordana Komadina
WABC
70.3 Sue Gammon and Deana Wilson
70.1 Tom Stacy and Peggy Stacy
Fremantle
72.0 Carmel O’Neill and Odelle Davidson
71.4 Malcolm Dick and Peta Kiernan
73.0 Chris Wells and Janet Signer
Bunbury
70.6 Murray Webber and Jenny Dawson
Melville
70.2 Valma Stewart and Maree Miliauskas
70.2 Bhavna Patel and Nilesh Patel
Kendenup
80.6 Stefania Gisladottir and Gavin Dear
71.5 Linda Green and Roger Green
Undercroft
74.0 Peter Stephenson and Diane Tilvern
70.4 Jairo Giraldo and Robyn Giraldo
71.2 Judy Havas and Christine Ross
Mandurah
77.2 June Mulholland and Jean McLarty
West Coast
71.4 Nerilyn Mack and Cathy Slaughter
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Diarize Now
Upcoming BAWA & Club Events
2020

Jan

Feb

Mar

BAWA AGM

Mon 6th
Thu 16th
Sat 25th-26th
Sat 25th
Mon 27th
Sun 2nd
Thu 6th
Sat 8th –Sun 9th
21st – 29th
Sat 22nd
Sun 23rd
Fri 28th – Mar 2nd
Fri 6th –Sun 8th
Sat 14th – 15th
Sat 21st – Sun 22nd
Sun 22nd
Tue 24th
Thu 26th
Sun 29th
April 15-22
Sun 19th

South Perth BC Swiss Pairs 1/3 – see flyer
BAWA New Year IMP (Swiss) Pairs 1 of 3
Mandurah Summer Congress – see flyer
Nedlands Australia Day Red Point – see flyer
Melville Australia Day Red Point – see flyer
Nedlands Congress – see flyer
Interstate Open Selection Butler Qualifying 1/4 7.30pm
Rockingham Congress - see flyer
Gold Coast Congress
Joondalup Congress
WABC Super/Novice Congress –see flyer
Albany Congress – see flyer
Melville Congress – see flyer
Kalamunda Congress
Interstate Open Selection Final
WABC Restricted Swiss Pairs- see flyer
BAWA AGM 7pm
Interstate Women’s Selection 1/4
Interstate Women’s Selection 2 & 3 of 4
See flyer
Willetton Novice Congress – see flyer

APBF

Apr
Jul

**NOTE**

Times and venues are subject to change: substitutes must be confirmed by the director: read conditions of
entry for the event on the BAWA website
***New regulations come into effect Nov 6th 2019***
BAWA/Congress Events: www.bawa.asn.au unless other specified.

D is c laime r : It i s B AWA po l i cy no t t o accep t ad ver t i s i n g fr om p er so n s o r o r g ani z at i o n s bel i eved t o
be u n r el i abl e o r fi n an ci al l y i r r es po n s ibl e. We ar e n o t r es p o ns i bl e, h o w ever , fo r t h e p er for m an ce o f
ad ver t i s er s , t h e d el i ver y o r qu al it y o f th e m er ch an d i s e or s er vi ces , or t h e l eg al i t y o f an y p ar t i cu l ar
p r o gr am . B AWA r es er ves t h e r i gh t , at i t s so l e d i s cr et i o n , t o r efu s e an y ad ver t i s em en t .
“BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”
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The Bridge Club Committee – keeping the business of your club running!
Well done to all who Volunteer.

Albany Bridge Club Inc®
Mike Trafalski, Roz Trend (Secretary), Pam
Minchin (President), Barbara Windberg, Alison
Gunton, Carole Munro, Annette De Pledge, John
McBeath (Vice President), Pam Goodman, Ted
North, Alison Mettam, Stan Goodman (Treasurer).

Bridgetown Br idge Club®
Jana Mayhew – Treasurer, Patricia Rodgers –
President Ursula Wade – Secretary (Peter Taylor
Vice President, Gillian Wheatley Social Coordinator)

Bunbury Bridge Club Inc®
L to R: Andy Caley, Gareth Braid (Secretary),
Patrick Smith (V/President), Colin Bell and Bob
McCartney. F/Row - Tony Albertsen, Elizabeth
Norton (Treasurer), Andy Males (Club President)
and Marianne Viebke (Bridge Coordinator).

Busselton Bridge Club
President Alf Valentine, Past President Barry
Witham, Jenny Shaw, Ruth Willers Treasurer and
Vice President Tony Harris (Bernadette Campbell,
Glen Barter and Genevieve Diggins)

Denmark Bridge Club Inc®
Committee - Philip Powell, Annette Ruvidini and
Claire James, President Pam Minchin, Treasurer
John Sampson, Secretary Wendy Wade and
Director Bob Stick

Fremantle Bridge Club
Sue Moonen, Jenny Langridge (Pres), Alexis
Keynes, Jane Walters, Laurel Landers (Vice-Pres),
Peta Kiernan, Jean Dance (Treasurer), Irene Percy,
Malcolm Dick, Liz Reed (Secretary), Sue Simper
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Geraldton Bridge Club Inc ®
Vice President Bryan Baldock, House Captain
Jeanette Elliott, John Potter, Jeanette Day, Lynley
Townsend, Secretary Margaret Hickson, and
Richard Bailey, President Jeanette Day

Kalgoorlie Bridge Club ®
L/R back row - Michael Fisher, Geza Sulykos Committee, Val Norman – Treasurer, Sue Lia –
President, Karen Evans, Kerry Williams, Committee, Anthony Porter - Masterpoints
Secretary – Seated Mary Williams - Vice President,
Barry Aslett – Secretary (Yvonne Hefron)

Mandurah Bridge Club Inc
Neville Walker, Aidan Brown (Treasurer),
Josephine Dundas (President), Sue Tinney, Sandy
Anderson (Vice President), Lesley Simms, Di
Schupp, Roger Nichols, Colleen Webb
(Masterpoints Secretary), Christine Leather
(Secretary) and Pam Gale.

City of Melville Bridge Club Inc
L to R: Bruce Penhey (Committee) Bill Symons
(Tournament Manager), Dianne Nelson
(Committee) and Dorothy Stevenson (Committee)

City of Melville Bridge Club
L to R: Eugene McClorey (Committee), Merwyn
Menezes (Vice President), Mark Hughes
(President and Treasurer), Richard Fuller
(Secretary), Jackie Bullock (Committee)

West Australian Bridge Club
Kate Nadebaum, John Rigg, President Dee Sinton,
Treasurer Richard Basham, Secretary Sylvia Bray,
Jan McNab, Vice President Kate North, Robin
Paterson, Gloria Carlson. (David Burn Masterpoint
Secretary, Sheenagh Young Executive Officer)
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West Coast Bridge Club
Patsy Davy (Treasurer) Sara Westergren (Vice
Pres) Ann Patrick (Secretary) Joy Jones President,
(Committee: Patrick Garnett, Sally Brittliffe, Sid
Roatch, Sue Vincent, Geoff Friebe)

Armadale Bridge Club
Avon Valley Bridge Club
Bayswater Bridge Club
Canning Bridge Club
Dianella Bridge Club
Gosnells Bridge Club
Joondalup Bridge Club
Esperance Bridge Club
Kalamunda Bridge Club
Kendenup Bridge Club®
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Willetton Bridge Club
Seated John Mitchell – Pres –L/R Noel DanielSecretary, Dorothy Cahill-House Manager, Tim
Lee-Treasurer, Vijay Ahooja-Tournament
Manager, Committee - John Gilmore, Sue Lee,
Terry Owen and Ken Allen
(Insert – Peter Miller-Vice Prest)

Kojunup Bridge Club
Maccabi Contract Bridge
Nedlands Bridge Club Inc
Northern Districts Bridge Club Inc
Rockingham Bridge Club Inc
South Perth Bridge Club
Swan Districts Bridge Club
Undercroft Bridge Club Inc
Village Bridge Club
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