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Capel Community Awards 2014
Alanna Slater, Commonwealth Games
Medallist and also one of the forty
Australian Sports Ambassadors and

her beau, pictured with Di Brooks at
the Capel Community Awards. Di was
nominated for the Citizen of the Year
Award and although not the winner
was a finalist. The Capel Council
organised a great event.
Bunbury Bridge Club President, Val
Knott, nominated Di Brooks for the
Community Award for Citizen of the
Year.
Diane, now the Club Coordinator at Bunbury Bridge Club, ran several successful fundraising events in
aid of the Margaret River Bush Fire Appeal and the Royal Flying Doctor. Di volunteers with the
Capel Primary School as a Mentor, serves on the P. & C. Committee, and the Uniting Church Op Shop.
She also coaches bridge students at Capel Library.
Some of her other roles are in the capacity as editor and contributor of newsletters: G.E.N.
(Goodwood Estate News) keeps the residents of the Goodwood Estate apprised of Capel
Neighbourhood Watch), Bunbury Bridge Club's Bridge Unlimited, as well as her regular bridge
contributions to the South West Times, BAWA Focus and Rockingham's 7NT.
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25th BIRTHDAY CONGRESS

Qualifying 1st N/S Domenico De Gasperis and
Christine Jenkins – also coming 3rd in the Final

Qualifying 1st E/W Rica King and David Burn

Final Winners Charlie Lim and Lily Lim

Final 2nd Shizue Futaesaku and Wendy Driscoll

Best Nedlands Pair Sarah Innes and Bruce Fraser

Best Restricted Pair Heather Bannerman and
Kate North

Focus can be seen in full colour on the BAWA website:
http//www.bawa.asn.au/
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President’s Report
By Nigel Dutton
After tenure of 8 years the
BAWA
treasurer,
Pepe
Schwegler, is retiring at the
March AGM. We do have a candidate who may
take over but is unable to do so before the end of
the year. We are very keen to have somebody
take on this very important role if for only 6 or 7
months (or longer). Pepe has produced an
extensive user manual to assist the new treasurer
so easing into the role should not prove too
difficult. If you, or somebody you know, may be
interested in assuming this vital role please
contact me or Pepe for further information.
Speaking of the AGM – Saturday 29 March at
10.00am held at the Nedlands Bridge Club – it
would be great if all clubs could send a delegate
along – don’t forget it’s your association.
WABC have just announced a major revamp of
their WA Day (previously Foundation Day)
Congress. It has received the OK to upgrade the
congress from B4 status (Congress) to B3 (Super
Congress). One of the requirements of a B3 event
is a large number of tables over the weekend so
they are keen to make the long weekend a great
success with terrific prizes and of course, the
extra Masterpoints associated with a B3 ranked
congress. Keep an eye out on the BAWA web site
for further information.
BAWA has a new 2 week event beginning 29
March – for want of a better name we called it the
Mad Hatter Pairs – what we would like is for
you and your partner to come and have a go at a
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state event – very low key, very easy to play in
just like a normal club duplicate but with double
the RED points of a congress. The final stages of
the Women’s ANC Selection will be taking place
at the same time so there will be a great
atmosphere. If it is your first ever state event –
then it’s free.
For a number of reasons BAWA and some of our
clubs are trialling a new scoring program which,
at this stage, involves a new results display site.
So for a while it may be slightly more difficult to
find results as we may have 2 display sites. I will
endeavour to place easy to follow links on our
web page. Should clubs need that service for their
congress results ask the director to let me know.

BAWA Treasurer
The current treasurer has indicated his intention
to retire from the position at the next AGM. If you
like working with numbers and counting coins
and wish to become a member of the BAWA
Management Committee get yourself nominated
and elected.
The position carries an honorarium.
For further details please contact
Pepe Schwegler at pschweg@tpg.com.au
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Around the Clubs
By Linda Bedford-Brown

Bayswater Bridge Club
From Sandy Sutton-Mattocks

Lotteries Commission Grant
The Bayswater Bridge Club is now moving to the
modern electronic age with the purchase of a
dealing machine, bidding boxes and Bridge Mates
from Electronic Bridge Supplies using a grant
from LotteryWest to help fund the equipment.
The members were quickly conversant with the
bidding boxes and it is hoped it will be a smooth
transition to the electronic scoring when the
Bridge Mates arrive next week. Many members
are now using personal scorers so they can check
Datum after the session and are enjoying the
electronically generated boards. Director, Peter
Holloway, is going to help our director, Don
Sutton-Mattocks to set up the bridge mates and
the club is hoping to run in-service courses for
other members in the club to take on active roles
of Director and train them in the laws and the use
of the equipment.

we all enjoyed a sensational spread of beautiful
cakes, dips and salads followed by Jean
McSkimming's renowned Strawberry Pavlova.
The feast was to celebrate my birthday; to
congratulate Ian Sutherland becoming a two star
Local Master and to welcome back Audrey
Hamilton, home from her momentous trip to
Cambodia where she helped to build a house as
part of the not-for-profit Tabitha Foundation.
The Tabitha Foundation
Audrey Hamilton was working with a team in
building a house in the war-torn Cambodia which
has suffered severe dislocation since the Pol Pot
regime. The Tabitha Foundation was set up by
Janne Ritskes of Canada in 1994 and the
Australian branch is very active in all areas of
housing, sanitation, health, cottage industries and
social development. Audrey is glad to be home
but was so pleased to be able to help in such a
worthwhile cause. Here is a photo that Audrey,
second on the left, refers to as Mission
Accomplished.

Lesson and Supervised Session Commencing
Wednesday mornings
Following up on recent beginner lessons, the
Bayswater Bridge Club is starting a supervised
session on Wednesdays from 10.00am till noon at
the Bedford Bowling Club at 145 Grand
Promenade, Bedford. The session will begin with
a half hour lesson followed by about 10 boards
where players can ask for support or check notes.
At the end of the games, using the Datum sheets,
there will be some analysis of the hands and the
pertinent play and bidding features discussed.
The cost for the lesson and supervised session is
$6.00 for members and $8.00 for visitors.
Morning tea included. All are welcome.
Birthday, Congratulations and Welcome Home
Party
Many thanks to the club members for their
generosity and hard work every week helping to
make the club vital and happy. Last Wednesday
4

Bayswater Bridge Bali Trip
Details were finalised this week to go for the
club's second trip to Bali; this time with ten lady
bridge players who are already looking forward
to June. Some of the “Bali 10” and other
interested club members are going by train this
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week to try out the Raw Food Kitchen in the port
city.

Bridgetown Bridge Club

Melville Bridge Club
From Lyndie Trevean

From Jan Burgess

We had a good attendance at our A.G.M. on 18th
February and the following members were
elected unopposed:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Social

Patricia Rodgers
Norma Storey
Ursula Wade
Jana Mayhew
Mona Stockwell

The annual trophies were presented:

Left to right, Rachel Shave, Shana Smith, Graham
Williams, Margaret Williams, Claire Weston, and
Richard Fuller, with (Club Secretary) Di Nelson.
The month at the City of Melville Bridge Club Inc,
we held our Restricted Pairs competition. 22
pairs, many who had not experienced
Competition Bridge before, participated in what
was a competitive and fun day.

The Mary Wheatley Trophy, in memory of one of
our founding members, was presented to Jan
Burgess and Helen van der Waal

The Welcome Cup, for the Club Champion, was
presented to Helen van der Waal.
Congratulations ladies!

First place: Claire Weston and Richard Fuller;
second place: Graham Williams and Margaret
Williams: And third place: Rachel Shave and
Shana Smith. Congratulations and well done!

Above, Director/Teacher Bill Symons checks
Veronica Howman’s cards.
Our club is always talking on new initiatives. One
of our latest is our Saturday morning
beginners’/intermediate session which has
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grown from just one and half tables, just a few
months ago, to more recently seven – and still
growing.
The session officially kicks off at 9.30am,
however, each week 30 minutes prior to play
beginning; director/teacher Bill gives a short
lesson – a different topic each week – to help
players hone their bridge skills.
This relaxed and friendly session is aimed at
beginners and intermediate players wishing to
improve their bridge skills.

bidding"; it is incorrect to ask for just an
explanation of a specific part of the bid.
2. If one does not understand the meaning of a
bid, for example in this case "Stayman" you
are free to ask for an explanation of what it
means.
Example 2
WEST

NORTH
Pass

EAST
2H

SOUTH
Al Pass

When asked to explain what 2H means:

And, as Bills tells his group: “There’s no such
thing as a silly question.”

It is weak (6 hearts with 2 honours and 6-10
HCP)

An interesting article from one of our members:

Finally we are often told of correct procedures by
more experienced players. In my experience it is
important to recheck that "fact" with directors.

Full and Frank Disclosure
By Nilesh Patel

This short article refers
to one of the basic
responsibilities when
asked to describe the
bidding
by
your
opposition.
A couple of examples will give a good idea of how
one should respond:
Example 1
WEST

Pass
All Pass

NORTH
1NT (1214hcp)
2D (Alert)

Enjoy!

Northern Districts Bridge Club
From Maureen Heslop

On the 10th February 2014 we had our A.G.M.
and as usual we announce our club champion for
the previous year. This year it was my pleasure as
President to announce LYN FAKIRA as our club
champion. A well deserved winner.

EAST
Pass

SOUTH
2C

We held our first Red Point E vent on 17th
February with a good turn out. Congratulations to
our winners who were:

Pass

2H

EAST/WEST:

If at any stage the opposition ask for the bidding
to be explained it should go as follows (the
bracketed portion represents a Full and Frank
disclosure):

66.7%.
1st Lee Leach & Lyn Fakira
2nd Jackie Mccormick & Terry Byrne 55.8%

NORTH/SOUTH
1st Eddie Pozarowszczyk & Rod Rylatt 59%.
56.9%
2nd Len Matz & Basil Weren

1NT = 12-14 hcp (could have a five card holding).
NOTE: some partnerships would always open
with the 5 card suit where others might call INT.

Our catering manager, Gisela Leonhardt
organized a delicious afternoon tea with a variety
of savoury pies and sausages rolls.

2C = Stayman

We play on a Mon and Thu afternoon from 12.15
to 4pm at the

2D = denying a 4 card major
2H = natural
In this example the "could have a 5 card holding"
is giving full and frank explanation.

Seacrest Park Community Hall,
Seacrest Drive, Sorrento
Our contact details are as follows:

A couple of additional points:

PRESIDENT Maureen Heslop 9309 4963

1. When asking for an explanation it is
important to ask for "please explain the

SECRETARY Reg Dawson 9409 4534
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Bunbury Bridge Club
From Di Brooks

The Bunbury Bridge Club Committee decided
upon holding a monthly presentation after the
first Monday in the month session, where
winners of the Red Point event and the
Sponsored session would be awarded their
prizes.
February Presentations for January Events
Winners of the Red Point Event:
Gillian Disney & Jenny Drennan

Winners of the February red Point Event:
Kate Boston & Murray Webber
(Ed note - February issue photo should have been
Gerry Frazer- Di is sorry!)

South Perth
Bridge Club
From Jane Walker

Winners of the Sponsored Session (Nearest to
53%) Di Brooks and Colin Bell

The Gala Bridge Open Day on Sunday the 16th
March is an event that promotes the Club and
helps find potential new members as well as
being a community service and part of the 2014
City of South Perth Fiesta. We’ll be playing at
three levels on that day - social, supervised and
regular sessions.
Recent Club Results - Swiss Pairs
Played over three consecutive Mondays in
January, this event attracted a big field. Best
SPBC pair were Jan Hey and Salim Songerwala.
Third place getters, Catherine Hood and David
Schokman, who had to leave before the prizes
were presented.

But the most popular of the awards is the
President's Member of the Month, which was
won by Mrs Holly Nutley.
Holly is one of the club's quiet supporters, for she
often makes up Rocky Road or delicious savoury
dips for the members to enjoy. This lady has a
great many skills and we all, at some time, have
been recipients of her crafts.

1st: Anton Pol & Jack Florkiewicz

Thanks, Holly. You are much appreciated.
“Australian National Bridge Championships (ANC) 2015 July 11th - 23rd Fremantle Sailing Club”
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2nd: Noelene Law & Annabel Booth

Best SPBC: Jan Hey & Salim Songerwala

West Coast
Bridge Club
From Hilary Heptinstall

The results of our Graded Teams: Below National
Master Competition were:
4th: Tad & Beata Bieganski

1st

Graeme Hillier, Max Rowan- Robinson,
Barbara Martin and Michael Smith
2nd Judy and Tom Dickson, Hilary and Terry
Heptinstall
3rd Betty Anderson, Karel Vahala, Robin
Dawson and Susan Robertson

5th: Dennis Yovich & Robert Prince
Graeme Hillier ,Max Rowan-Robinson, Barbara
Martin, Michael Smith

Learn to play bridge at West Coast
Bridge lessons at West Coast Bridge Club are
relatively inexpensive as they are a not for profit
enterprise and are given by experienced
members of our club.
Beginners Lessons are now in their third year
Mondays 10:00 to 12:00
6th: Wendy Driscoll & Shizue Futaesaku

8

Lessons coordinated by Patsy Davey 9309 7181.
Cost is $8 per session.
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Monday, 10:00 to 12:00
This is a supervised class to which you may come
without a partner. Harold McKnight teaches this
session and you should contact him on 9447
4610. Cost is $6 per session.

Our first red point event for this year was the
New Year Pairs held over three weeks in
January.

Wednesday, 10:00 to 12:00
These Supervised Play sessions are for people
who already have some knowledge of bridge. You
may come without a partner. For more
information, contact the coordinator Maureen
Phillips on 9245 2138. Cost is $6 per session.
Non-members are especially welcome to attend
all these sessions.
The winners were Allan Doig and David Cowell.

Undercroft Bridge
Club
From Ann Hopfmueller

In second place were Peter McCann and Ian
Rowlands.

In January our Vice President, David Cowell and
our Secretary, Lorraine Rea presented a cheque
for $600.00 to Olly Pickett from Wheelchairs for
Kids. This money was raised from the Christmas
raffles and we are very happy to continue the
club’s long standing support for such a worthy
cause.
The BAWA Presentation Night for 2013 was a
most enjoyable occasion. Robina and the young
bridge players served delicious food and Nigel
was an entertaining and informative President
The Undercroft Bridge Club again won the
Pennants for 2013 and I was very happy to accept
a cheque on behalf of our members. Thank you to
the Nedlands Bridge Club for hosting this special
night in the WA Bridge world.

Tad Bieganski and Beata Bieganski were third.
Congratulations.
The Summer Pairs event has just concluded.
Margaret Britten and Peter McCann won, with
John Beyfus and Joanna Tennyson second and
Ted Roscoe and Ann Hopfmueller third. This was
a most enjoyable, three week event, directed by
one of our own members, Ian Rowlands, under
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the supervision of Bill Kemp. Well done to all the
winners.

Nedlands Bridge
Club
From Linda Bedford-Brown

The 25th Birthday Congress was a resounding
success and all accolades go to Robin Burton,
along with Sue Dry, Betty Huntley and Penny
Styles. Director Peter Holloway ran a faultless
event.
Qualifying
1st NS
1st Margaret Britten and Peter McCann

1st EW

Domenico DeGasperis and
Christine Jenkins
Rica King and David Burn

Consolation

2nd John Beyfus and Joanna Tennyson
1st

Noelene Law and Marnie Leybourne
2nd Ewa Lipnicki
(pictured) and Mary
Johnston

3rd Ted Roscoe and Ann Hopfmueller
From March 4th to March 21st the Undercroft
Bridge Club will be CLOSED while the City of
Joondalup carries out the roof replacement.
During this time some members will visit other
clubs to play bridge. Watch our web site for a
possible earlier reopening!

Plate
1st Chris Bagley
(pictured) and John
Aquino

We look forward to seeing many players from
other clubs at our mid-year congress on May
25th. Please see the flyer in this Focus.

10
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Undercroft Bridge Club

Mid-Year Congress
All day Sunday

25th May 2014
2nd Joanna Tennyson and Lynne Errington

Starting @10am

Open to all
Apply online@ BAWA website

ENTRY FEES: $30 pp
DIRECTOR: Bill Kemp
CONVENOR: David Cowell
3rd Mark Dolling and Gil Dolling
Final
Winners: Charlie Lim and Lily Lim
2nd Shizue Futaesaku and Wendy Driscoll
March 22nd @12.30pm is the Annual General
Meeting. The Management Committee looks
forward to seeing as many members as possible
in attendance.
Fiske Warren will be in attendance at the club on
the following dates:
 Tuesday 25th March, 12.45pm to 2.45 pm
(Suitable for inexperienced players including
those in Supervised).
Bidding after the Opponents open 1NT
Learn how best to use doubles and overcalls
 Wednesday 26th March, 10.00 am to 12.00
noon
(Suitable for all players)
Redoubles
Make more frequent use of this important bid in a
variety of settings

Bunbury Bridge Club
32nd Annual Weekend Congress
Friday 25th to Sunday 27th April 2014
Venue:
Bunbury Bridge Club Premises
Corner Balgore Way/Gurinda Street,
Carey Park, Bunbury

Generous Prizes!
95% Table Fees less Costs

Limit 24 Tables
Entries via BAWA www.bawa.asn.au
Director: Bill Kemp
Convenor: Murray Webber
Phone: (08) 97252571
Email: mjwebber@westnet.com.au
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Opening Lead out of Turn #1
By Matt McManus

Probably the most common
call for the Director is an
opening lead by the partner
of the player whose turn it is to lead. The Laws
require that the opening lead be made face down
– one of the reasons is to try to eliminate the
problem when the wrong player leads. However,
the frequency of opening leads out of turn makes
me wonder how many players know about this
law.
When an opening lead out of turn is made (often
abbreviated to OLOOT), the director will give
declarer five options. The choice must be made
by the player who would have been declarer had
the correct player led. They may not consult with
their partner as to what would be best for their
side.
The five options are:
1) the OLOOT is accepted as the correct lead and
the would-have-been declarer becomes
dummy. The player who chooses this option
puts their own hand face up on the table as
dummy, and their partner plays the hand.
2) the OLOOT is accepted as the correct lead, but
declarer chooses to still play the hand. In this
case, dummy will go down on the table,
declarer will play next from their own hand,
with dummy playing last to the first trick.
3) the OLOOT is not accepted and declarer
demands the lead of the suit of the OLOOT.
Here, the correct leader must lead a card of
that suit if they have one. The card which was
the OLOOT is returned to the player’s hand
and DOES NOT have to be played to Trick 1. If
the opening leader does not have a card of
that suit, they may lead any card. If the
opening leader wins Trick 1, they are free to
lead whatever they wish to Trick 2.
4) the OLOOT is not accepted and declarer
prohibits the lead of the suit of the OLOOT.
Here, the correct leader must lead a card of
any suit other than the one led in error. The
card which was the OLOOT is returned to the
player’s hand. The prohibition on the lead of
that suit remains in place for as long as the
12

opening leader retains the lead. (For example:
South is declarer, East leads CA out of turn.
Declarer prohibits a club lead. Let’s say that
West leads HQ, which wins the trick. West is
still prohibited from leading a club. If
however, East had overtaken the HQ with the
HK and had won the trick, then East is free to
lead any card he wishes, including CA.)
5) the OLOOT is not accepted and declarer
allows the correct leader to lead whatever
they want. In this case, the OLOOT stays face
up on the table as a penalty card. If the
opening leader leads the suit of the OLOOT,
that card must be played. If the opening
leader leads another suit and wins the trick,
declarer still has options 3) and 4) available
whenever the OLOOT is still on the table as a
penalty card. In fact, they have these options
at ANY time when that player is on lead and
the OLOOT is still face up on the table.
As Director, when I go to the table for an OLOOT
and describe these five choices, the player
involved typically starts out enthusiastically
concentrating as I describe the first couple of
options, starts to look a little confused as I move
on to options 3 or 4, and their eyes have glazed
over by the time I get to option 5! In most
circumstances, their first comment is, “I always
get this wrong.”
In the next article, I will try to deal with this
problem – what option to choose when there is
an opening lead out of turn?

B AWA AF FILI AT ED
B RID GE CLUB S
Focus will print details of your congress or
Open Red Point events. All you have to do is
email the full details before the 20th of each
month to be included in the following month’s
issue.
Send to Linda Bedford-Brown
bedfords@bigpond.net.au
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Not your grandma's game

Million-Dollar Hobby:
Inside the World of Big-Money Bridge Part 2
By Greg Hanlon
(Focus Ed note- With thanks to the eagle eye of Peter Holloway, and to the Guardian where this article was
originally published and is reproduced in Focus, without charge, with the consent of the Guardian)
A scion of money created the modern scoring
system for bridge itself. In 1925, Harold Stirling
Vanderbilt, while on a ship from Los Angeles to
Havana via the Panama Canal, invented what’s
known as “contract bridge,” wherein players
must accurately assess how many “tricks” they
will take at the beginning of the match based on
their hands and draw up a “contract” that serves
as the basis for the scoring.

best poker players are 19- to 22-year-old kids
who have never done anything else.”

The reasons the game attracts business-oriented
minds is fairly obvious: Bridge is competitive and
limitlessly complex, involving an endless series of
rapid short- and long-term calculations.

Mostly, though, the nature of bridge presents an
enduring intellectual challenge for people whose
success in life leaves them seeking further
challenges. It has a “comforting leveling aspect,”
as psychiatrist Melvyn Schoenfeld, a regular at
the Manhattan Bridge Club, put it.

The intellectual cost of entry is high. Jeff Bayone,
proprietor of the Manhattan Bridge Club, another
of the city’s three major clubs, believes you can’t
even sit down to play bridge unless you’ve had 12
hours of lessons. Mr. Shahaf, of the Honors, told
me you can’t hang with decent players until “a
minimum of a year—and that’s if you have
talent.”
The analytical thinking required of bridge is also
unique to the human brain. Computers can beat
the world’s best chess players but not so in
bridge. One reason for this is that the “bidding”
stage at the beginning of a bridge match, wherein
players determine the final “contract” in rounds,
does not have a single, optimal solution at each
point.
Compare bridge to poker, its coarse cousin. While
bridge is infinitely analytical, poker is more
psychological: In high-level matches, every player
at the table can compute the odds
instantaneously, and what separates the best
players from the pack is the ability to pick up
“tells,” such as the furrowing of the brow as an
indication of bluffing.
Mr. Bayone said, “The best bridge players are, as
a group, finance people, actuaries, lawyers. The

Another difference is that money is central to
poker, while bridge is played for no stakes other
than “masterpoints,” a running tally of points that
ranks players similarly to chess ratings. Thus,
bridge satisfies the universal truth that those who
have vast sums of money are loath to talk about
it.

Take fashion mogul Isaac Mizrahi, who learned
the game at the behest of his bridge-playing
mother, who told him that, if he didn’t learn to
play by age 30, he wouldn’t have any friends by
40. Mr. Mizrahi described a bridge tournament to
me as “the most fantastic use of three hours of
your life.” In bridge, he finds intellectual and
psychological nourishment.
“I think it’s really important to keep that state of
vulnerability,” he said. “You have to give it up
every once in a while. You have to walk into a
room and be an idiot and not know what you’re
doing. That’s the only way you can get anywhere
in the world. And that’s the great lesson of
bridge.”
Located on the 14th floor of an office building on
the east side, the Honors’s game room belies its
regulars’
wealth.
One-hundred-twenty-four
players sit in an L shape at tightly packed tables
under low ceilings. Many of the Styrofoam coffee
cups bear large lipstick marks. The shades are
drawn, shutting out the afternoon sunlight, and
chatter is conspicuously absent; addicts are
satisfying their fix.
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Of the three main public clubs in Manhattan, the
Honors draws the most pros, while the
Manhattan Bridge Club on the west side is
considered the most informal, with the widest
range of players. (Recently, there have been
rumours that the Honors and the Manhattan are
considering merging.) The third club is the
Cavendish, on East 88th Street. “The pros you’ll
find on the east side, because that’s where the
money is,” said Mr. Bayone, of the Manhattan,
before amending his statement: “The west siders
may have the same money, but it’s a different
mentality.”
Bridge is often a featured activity at exclusive
social clubs, like the Regency Whist Club on East
67th Street (“whist” is the game out of which
bridge grew, as with rugby to football) and the
Colony Club on East 62nd Street. But Manhattan
socialites are as likely, if not more likely, to be
found at the public clubs, whose relatively
humdrum settings are outweighed by the
frequency of the tournaments and the stronger
competition.
Is bridge a dying game in America? The average
age for a member of the American Contract
Bridge League, the game’s sanctioning body, is
67. In the 1940s, bridge was played in 44 percent
of American homes, according to the Association
of American Playing Card Manufacturers. There is
no corresponding contemporary figure, but
nobody would dispute that the percentage has
dropped dramatically.
Still, the raw numbers have held relatively
steadily for nearly a half-century: In 1970, ACBL
membership stood at 170,000. Today, that figure
is 167,000, including 2,420 New York City
residents. Meanwhile, the game is exploding in
popularity in places like China, Russia and
Eastern Europe.
In an effort to cultivate future generations of
American players, two of the game’s most famous
devotees, Bill Gates and Warren Buffett, put their
heads and wallets together in 2005 on an
initiative to promote bridge in American schools.
Similar programs in chess have thrived, and
bridge boosters say their chosen game’s
emphasis on partnership makes for better
lessons than chess, a one-on-one game that has
been linked in psychological journals to paranoia.
But the program fell on its face, with some
blaming poor management and some others
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blaming a dumbed-down, instant-gratificationseeking American society.
Yet the demographics of the game’s top players
have gotten younger in recent years. In the past,
it took decades to play enough hands to
encounter enough situations to become elite. But
now, because of the convenience of playing on the
Internet, amassing enough experience takes a
fraction of the time it used to. Mr. Shahaf told me
that the peak age for a bridge player used to be
the 40s and 50s; now, it’s the 30s.
There’s enough interest in bridge among young
people that places like the Honors will look the
same 30 years from now as they do today,
predicted Mr. Shahaf.
“The bridge scene in New York hasn’t changed
much for a very long time, and I doubt it will
change much in the future.”

Rule
of
30
From Dave Munro

During a recent club session at Nedlands
Bridge Club after a pre-emptive bid the
following conversation took place between
Dave Munro and his son Tim.
Dave: I will have to teach you the Rule of 2 & 3
in regards to pre-emptive bidding.
Tim: I play the Rule of 30.
Dave: What in the @!*! is the Rule of 30?
Tim: If you are under 30 years of age you are
expected to pre-empt with weaker hands.
In discussion afterwards amongst the players
this caused considerable mirth and the
question was raised:
What is the Rule of 60?
Suggestions welcome.
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Capel Life
Capel: Summer of 2014
By Di Brooks

We came to Australia in 1974. The Land of
Sunshine. I would never be cold again! Someone
lied! As I sit in my office and type up this article
for Focus, the North Wind is blowing and it's cold
enough to cut you in half, yet the forecast is 30
degrees and sunny. Mankind (or should I say
personkind), is responsible for pollution and this
affects climate change.
Our garden and especially the vegie patch have
been hit hard with the continuous dry spell, so we
have had a rethink and have changed our method
for producing home grown foods. A local market
gardener gave us good advice - the U.V. Rays are
too strong for the plants... it's even affecting the
native shrubs. Alan built a shaded area behind
the shed. I've now planted out tomatoes,
cucumbers and capsicums in very large pots,
after lining the pots with newspaper, yellow sand,
used teabags, along with a 3 in 1 fertiliser. Of our
two rainwater tanks, the 1,500 litres tank is now
empty and we are using the 2,500 litre tank. (My
prayers for rain seem to have gone to the Eastern
side of Australia.) My watercress is thriving. If
you ever want to spice up a gourmet salad, add
some of the peppery leaves. The mandarin trees
are full of flower, so I'm hoping for a huge crop.
(In my childhood years, we only ever had
mandarins at Christmas. This was considered a
special treat.) Here, in Australia, with a large
variety of citrus fruits available, it seems like
Christmas every day.
Summer months give everyone an excuse to hold
BBQs. Our social life has expanded. Whatever the
menu, you can guarantee a lot of home grown
vegies. Bunbury Bridge Club members grow their
own produce and are more than happy to share
the fruits of their labour. Country hospitality at
it's best. My mouth is watering at the thought of a
recent gift of a huge rock melon - a delicious way
to start the day.
I saw my first blue wrens for 2014. These
beautiful birds are quite at home flitting amongst
the native shrubs, even whilst we walk along on
the green belt. Their twittering adds to the peace

of the countryside. City life bustles around us. We
need time out to de-stress. If you don't believe
me, come try country life for yourself.
Happy Days

Rockingham Bridge Club Congress
Rockingham Bridge Club congress, held on the
weekend of the 15th-16th February, was another
great success. Janice Hawker, Convenor and Liz
Sayers, Catering Manager, saw that everything
ran smoothly. The food, as always, was delicious...
Congratulations to the Management Committee
and members for their efforts in running another
great congress.
Director Bill Kemp kept us all under control.
I partnered Jean McLarty. We made the Finals
and then bombed... but the one hand that sticks in
my mind was a doozie.
Jean, South, as dealer opened 3C, All Vul. My hand
was – North:
♠
♥
♦
♣

A103
AKQ1052
AJ
54

I know that my partner won't be able to support
my hearts, because Jean wouldn't open the
bidding pre-emptive, if she also could support a
major suit. I also noticed the vulnerability and
decided her clubs must be well held and so with
my heart in my mouth I bid 6C. Our East
opponent wasn't able to make a bid to give
partner a lead indication so West led a small
spade. Jean cashed the Ace of spades, followed by
the Ace and Queen of trumps and then it was all
over Red Rover. A diamond lead would have
killed the contract, but in this game, fortune
favours the brave! South held:
♠
♥
♦
♣

9
3
10875
AQJ10962
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BAWA Promotions Officer
From Sandy Sutton-Mattocks

to play bridge but they have inspired me to
continue to promote bridge as widely and as
deeply as possible and I look forward to working
on this with the clubs around WA.

Thank you to the people around the clubs who
have contacted me to update their contact details
for marketing purposes. I will be contacting
everyone soon for input into a Promotions
Booklet I am compiling to make it easy for busy
club publicity officers to have strategies at hand
to grow their clubs.
I attended the February meeting of the BAWA
Management Committee where I tabled my letter
of acceptance of the role of BAWA Promotions
Officer and outlined my vision for promoting
bridge, a three-pronged approach - to attract,
retain and involve, with realistic assessment of
the inherent obstacles in each that need to be
addressed in any strategy going forward.
The Promotions Booklet will have lots of ideas
and references including handy things like easy
lessons for beginners, places to get grants, cut-off
dates for funding; dates for important events in
the year such as the ABF Teacher Training
Course, Telethon and restricted BAWA events;
web sites and contact details of various media
outlets; deadlines for free advertising and costs
for paid advertising; web sites for beginners and
teachers and many more tips. I envisage the
booklet to be about the size of the BAWA or Club
Booklet and so can be kept with them for
reference throughout the year.
I mentioned at the meeting that I am probably
right for the job as I go to sleep and wake up
thinking of ways to promote bridge. I am
passionate about bridge and have been
informally promoting bridge over the last thirty
five years with membership in seven clubs;
teaching bridge at schools, clubs, privately and at
Trinity College for Seniors; have helped to start
new clubs and am promoting bridge in articles in
Weekend Notes, an online marketing group.
I am very proud of teaching bridge to my
Academic extension students Paul Brayshaw and
Matthew Raisin in the 80's. I remember excitedly
teaching them everything I knew about bridge
and that six months later Paul was teaching me.
They rapidly moved on to become junior and
adult champions playing for Australia. Matthew
told me that he will always remember that first
day learning bridge in the demountable at
Kelmscott High School. I may have inspired them
16

2014
Territory Gold Bridge Festival
in Darwin
at the

Double Tree by Hilton, Esplanade
(Formerly Holiday Inn, Esplanade)

Wednesday, Aug 27 – Sunday, Aug 31
Three events:
 Swiss Pairs (with player qualifying points)
 Matchpoint Pairs
 Swiss Teams

ALL WITH GOLD MASTERPOINTS,
CASH PRIZES
& EVENINGS FREE!
As Darwin is very popular at this time of year
– and very busy – players should be booking
flights and accommodation now.
For more information visit the NTBA website
www.ntba.com.au
Tournament Organiser: Pam Nunn:
tgbf@abf.com.au
(08) 8981 7287
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Heroic Leads
From Viv Wood

I am conservative on lead. I
believe you need to know a
lot more about the game
before you try the clever lead – my experience is
it usually costs tricks, gives partner
misinformation and generally fails.
In Canberra playing in the open teams I was on
lead against the following auction and contract
bid by North/South:
WEST

NORTH
Pass
1S
3S

Pass
Pass
All Pass

EAST
Pass
Pass
Pass

SOUTH
1H
3D
4S

T87
T87
J843
AQJ

I felt the auction ruled out a red suit lead.
Dummy had advertised a powerful red two suiter
that would provide pitches for declarers club
losers. Dummy is also likely to be short in clubs
so there is some merit in a trump lead to protect
against club ruffs. Do I attack and try and cash
clubs or go passive with a trump? I decided to
lead the Ace of Clubs and see what partner
thought.
I felt ill when partner discouraged a club
continuation. I had just given declarer a bonus
trick on the lead and the defence did not recover
from this setback. The full hands are below.
Brd 5
Dlr N
Vul NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣
AJ
K542
Q72
T652

7
10

8
15

I felt a huge relief when I found that the highly
regarded player from the other team sitting in my
seat had led the same card – phew – still the angst
made me promise myself to stay away from
spectacular leads
HOWEVER – less than two week later I’m playing
in the Australian Women’s Team’s qualifying
event in Sydney.
I was on lead against the
eventual winners of the event. The auction was
again all North/South and playing Acol they bid:
WEST

I have this lovely selection of cards to lead from
♠
♥
♦
♣

Going back to team mates and explaining how I
handed the ops+ 620 on a platter is not
something to look forward to.

K65432
J
95
K974
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
Q9
AQ987
AKT6
83

♠
♥
♦
♣

T87
T87
J843
AQJ

NORTH

Pass
1H
Pass
3NT
(*) 19-20 hcp
♠
♥
♦
♣

EAST
Pass
Pass
All Pass

SOUTH
1C
2NT(*)

AQ3
Q765
876
JT3

I have this hand to lead from. Some quick maths
and I know that the ops have a minimum
combined count of 25 and possibly up to 31 count
(unlikely to be more or 6NT would have been
bid). This leaves very little room for my partner
to have useful cards. My 4 card suit has been bid
by the opponents (and it is not a very enticing
combination of cards anyway). I’m not going to
lead clubs to the Acol opener who has at least a 4
card suit. I toy with the diamond suit. For this to
bring any source of tricks partner needs to have
too much. The theory suggests that when
opponents have full values for game and cards
are lying favourably for them you need to make
an attacking lead. Here they certainly have the
strength for game and I know both hearts and
clubs are favourably placed for them. This all
points to a spade lead. Pard could well have the
king of spades and a long suit. This would be
great – but not great if I lead a small card from
this holding of AQx. She will win the king and
return a spade and we will take 3 tricks. If she
doesn’t have the king but has an outside entry
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she will return a spade and they will be blocked.
So I made the heroic lead of the Ace of spades.
Partner obliged with a small card encouraging me
to continue and with great delight I played the
Queen followed by the 3. I had a small (from
behind the screen where pard can’t see) pout
when declarer won the third round with the King
. Declarer had a moment’s respite when she
found my partner held the Ace of Diamonds –
thinking now that there was no entry into my
long spade suit – however her joy was soon
crushed when pard played off her two winning
spades taking the contract one off.
The full hand is below. This was the only table in
the women’s field to find the spade lead from the
7 tables playing in NT and we got a nice 10 imps
for that defence. In the men’s field the spade lead
was found at 4 of the 6 tables that NT was played.
I guess this may show that women like to stick to
the rules and perhaps men are prepared to back
what they believe is a winning chance?
Brd 18
Dlr E
Vul NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣
AQ3
Q765
876
JT3

6
9

7
18

JT
JT92
QT3
Q874
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
K42
A8
KJ5
AK965

Restricted to Country Players

WA Country Bridge
Pairs and Teams
Championships
Bridgetown Town Hall

Sat 22nd and Sun 23rd March
Starting at 10.00 am both days
Entries via BAWA website
http://www.bawa.asn.au

Director: Peter Holloway
♠
♥
♦
♣

98765
K43
A942
2

Entry Fee:
$40.00 pp for the Pairs ($80 per pair)
$45.00 pp for the Teams ($180 per team)
Includes coffee/tea and Morning/Afternoon
Tea and Lunch
Generous Prizes:
 First second and third
 Best qualifiers not winning
 Novices encouragement prize
 And more ….

O N -LINE P AY M ENT

Convener: Gerald Merven

Easy Price Lookup

Mobile: 0430997220
Email: nevrem@spin.net.au

Safe and Secure

Please contact me if you need any help with
your entry.

Convenient Payment

For accommodation and local information
contact the Bridgetown visitors center on:
Phone: 08 96711740
Email: visitors@bridgetown.wa.gov.au.

www.bawa.asn.au
Events>Event List
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THE WABC

THE WABC
THE VERY EASY

THE

PLATE

NOVICE PAIRS CONGRESS
To be held at the
WABC CLUB ROOMS,
7 ODERN CRESCENT SWANBOURNE

SUNDAY 13th April 2014
TOURNAMENT ORGANISER: KITTY GEORGE
DIRECTOR: DAVE PARHAM

ENTRIES VIA – BAWA WEBSITE
www.bawa.asn.au
IF YOU HAVE NEVER PLAYED IN A
CONGRESS BEFORE
THEN THIS IS THE EVENT FOR YOU

NOVICE SWISS PAIRS
To be held at the
WABC CLUB ROOMS
7 ODERN CRESCENT, SWANBOURNE

SUNDAY 23rd MARCH 2014
COMMENCING 10.00am
A short explanation of the format will be given
prior to play
TOURNAMENT ORGANISER:
Kitty George 9447 5303
kitty.george@bigpond.com
DIRECTOR:
Neville Walker 0418 944 077

ENTRIES VIA

PLAYERS MUST HAVE 0 – 49.99
MASTERPOINTS as at 1 Jan 2014

BAWA Website: www.bawa.asn.au

RED POINTS and CASH PRIZES

IF YOU HAVE NEVER PLAYED SWISS PAIRS
BEFORE THEN THIS IS THE EVENT FOR YOU

ENTRY FEE $30 per player
ALL PAIRS MUST HAVE 2 IDENTICAL
COMPLETED SYSTEM CARDS
(arrive early and we will supply the cards and
help you fill them in)
2 SESSION EVENT
QUALIFYING COMMENCING 10.00am
FINAL
COMMENCING 2.00pm
A LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED BY WABC
PRIZE GIVING AFTER PLAY at approx 5.00pm

or telephone 9284 4144

PLAYERS MUST HAVE LESS THAN 100
MASTERPOINTS as at 1st Jan 2014

RED POINTS and PRIZES
ENTRY FEE $30 per player
ALL PAIRS MUST HAVE 2 IDENTICAL
COMPLETED SYSTEM CARDS
(arrive early and we will supply the cards and
help you fill them in)
PRIZE GIVING, DRINKS & NIBBLES AT
COMPLETION OF PLAY
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Get Wines Direct (GWD )
ABF Members
Offering you the best value wine deals in
Australia. ABF members will receive a 7%
discount on all wine purchases (minimum order
1 dozen bottles).
The ABF is pleased to advise that we have
entered into a 12 month National sponsorship
arrangement with Get Wines Direct (GWD),
Australia’s largest stand-alone online wine
retailer. This company has been trading for 13
years and has access to value, quality wines from
a wide range of domestic and international
suppliers. They offer a 100% money back
guarantee on all their products.
State and Territory Associations will be paid
rebates of 3% of total wine purchases by
members from their Region – paid on a 6 monthly
basis.
Clubs and their members will have:


A 7% discount off all wine purchases



Special product pricing for clubs leading up to
club functions (red point events, Christmas
party, Christmas in July, Melbourne Cup, Bridge
for Brains etc)



Quality products and quality service from
GWD



The ability for all members to enter all GWD
competitions (held regularly)



100% money back guarantee on all products



If asked, GWD will design flyers for clubs to
promote the program amongst their
members.



GWD will provide a labelling service for wine
ordered for specific events, if requested. The
minimum number of bottles needing to be
ordered is as little as one dozen!

-

Proceed to checkout

-

Within the “are you a member of a preapproved club or organisation” field simply
find your state bridge organisation, eg

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Queensland Bridge Association
NSW Bridge Association
Victorian Bridge Association
Tasmania Bridge Association
SA Bridge Federation
Bridge Association WA
NT Bridge Association
Bridge Federation ACT

-

Enter the promotion code “bridge”

-

If you are a current member simply enter
your details if not, sign up.

-

Confirm your details and finalise your order

-

Allow 7-10 working days for your order to
arrive and enjoy!

2. Ring their Call Centre on 1300 559 463 and
speak to their Sales Consultants and let them
know the organisation you are involved with
(eg NSW Bridge Association) and quote the
promotion code (bridge).
3. Go into their Tasting room (157-161 Burnley
Street, Richmond for those in Melbourne) and
taste any of their products and, at the time of
purchase, let the staff know your organisation
and promotion code.
Conditions of offer


A member of an ABF affiliated club must
advise at the point of sale that he or she is a
member of the ABF and provide the
promotion code. No refunds will be provided
to members that do not take advantage of the
promotion discount at the time of original
sale.



No discounts will be provided to members
who cannot advise sales staff of the
promotion ID number



All promotions must finish at the designated
expiry date, unless pre-authorised



Extension of the promotions must be
submitted
in
writing
to
mark@getwinesdirect.com quoting the ID

Three Ways to purchase:
1. Visit their website and order using the
following process:
-
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Simply visit www.getwinesdirect.com and
select your products (Important: Don’t log in
as a member at this point)
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number at least 24 hours prior to the
expiration of the current promotion


All members of affiliated clubs who take
advantage of this promotion will be added to
the Get Wines Direct database and will
receive emails from Get Wines Direct.



A $9 per carton delivery fee applies to all
orders – no exceptions other than specific
special promotions provided by GWD



Australia Post is the delivery service used by
Get Wines Direct. Delivery can be made to a
home, work or PO Box address.

AUSTRALIAN
NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS
SYDNEY

12 – 24 JULY 2014
♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠

INTERSTATE TEAMS
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

AUSTRALIAN BUTLER PAIRS
OPEN, WOMEN’S, SENIORS’ & RESTRICTED

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
Coming up Events:

 Mad Hatter Pairs
2-weeks event starts Monday, 24th of March

 Interstate Senior Selection
GOLD POINTS
Saturday 5th of April and Sunday 6th of April

CANTERBURY GUINEAS SUPER
CONGRESS
OPEN TEAMS & PAIRS
RESTRICTED TEAMS & PAIRS
FLIGHTED BUTLER
RACE DAY BAROMETER PAIRS

♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣♣

Saturday 12th of April and Sunday 13th of April

ANC SWISS PAIRS

 Autumn Pairs

♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠♠

2-weeks event starts Thursday, 3rd of April

All events except the Interstate Teams
are open entry

 Mixed Teams
4-weeks event starts Monday, 28th of April

 Open Pairs

Venue:
Canterbury Park Racecourse
96 King St, Ashbury

6-weeks event starts Thursday, 1st of May

 Western Seniors Pairs
PQP and GOLD POINTS
Saturday 17th of May and Sunday 18th of May

Chief Steward: Matthew McManus
Congress Steward: John McIlrath
Clerk of the Course: Marcia Scudder
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Test Your Slam Play
By Bill Jacobs
bill.jacobs55@gmail.com

Brd
Dlr S
Vul NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

K875
QJ54
A5
872
N

W

S
AQJ103
K6
KQ4
AQ10

♠
♥
♦
♣

10
21

E

WEST

NORTH

EAST

Pass
Pass
All Pass

3S
5H

Pass
Pass

After drawing trumps with the ace and queen,
declarer crossed to the diamond ace, played a
heart to the king, and then another heart, on
which he cleverly played low from dummy.
East’s ace beat thin air, and now there were two
discards on the queen and jack of hearts.
Contract made. Declarer had realised that two
heart tricks were of little value, but three heart
tricks would ice the contract.

♠
♥
♦
♣

SOUTH
1S
4NT
6S

Correct line? Perhaps, and well done if you
spotted it, however it is not the only way to play
the hearts. After drawing trumps, you could play
three rounds of diamonds, then lead the heart six
to the queen and a heart back to the king. This
will make the hand if West was the one who
started with Ax in hearts, as he will now be
endplayed!
Full credit if you saw that you could play
someone for Ax in hearts.

West leads a trump, and both defenders follow to
a second round. Blind Freddie can make 6S if the
club finesse works, but can you see an extra
chance?

Extra credit if you saw that it could be either East
or West.
The moral: in any contract, but particularly a slam
contract, take an extra moment to seek out that
extra chance.

Solution:
Brd
Dlr S
Vul NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

96
108732
932
KJ6

10
4

5
21

K875
QJ54
A5
872
N

W
♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S
AQJ103
K6
KQ4
AQ10

♠
♥
♦
♣

42
A9
J10876
9543

6S is presented as a problem, so you know the
club finesse is going to fail.
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S TA Y IN FO RM ED
Join the BAWA mailing list and receive BAWA
State event details, updates, news, and results.
Visit the BAWA website: www.bawa.asn.au
Go to Contacts then BAWA Email List and
email your details to Nigel Dutton
Don’t forget to advise Nigel of your change of
email address.
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Bunbury Bridge Club

Kalamunda District
Bridge Club

32nd Annual Weekend Congress
Friday 25th to Sunday 27th April 2014
Venue:
Bunbury Bridge Club Premises
Corner Balgore Way/Gurinda Street,
Carey Park, Bunbury

Weekend Congress
Sat 15th & Sun 16th March 2014
Limit of 22 Tables
BAWA Regulations Apply
Program:
Sat: Swiss Pairs - Start Time: 10.00am

Generous Prizes!
95% Table Fees less Costs

Sun: Swiss Teams - Start Time: 10.00am
Entry Fee: $30/per player/per day
Includes Lunch

Limit 24 Tables
Entries via BAWA www.bawa.asn.au

Complimentary Tea/Coffee/Biscuits each day

Payment on day at table

Presentation of Prizes after close of Session
each day

Programme
Friday 25th - Welcome Pairs
6.15pm light supper and refreshments
7.00pm Start- 1 session - $10.00 pp
26th

Saturday
- Open Pairs
10.00am Start – 2 sessions - $35.00 pp
Includes Lunch and Refreshments
Sunday 27th - Open Teams
9.30am Start – 2 sessions - $35.00 pp
Includes Lunch and Refreshments

Complimentary wine at close of each day
No pair or team to win more than one prize per
session

♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥
Director: Bill Kemp
Venue: Kalamunda District Bridge Club
56 Ledger Road, Gooseberry Hill
Convenor: Convenor: Denise Borger
(08) 9293 2185
Email: borgerdp@iinet.net.au

Director: Bill Kemp
Convenor: Murray Webber
Phone: (08) 97252571
Email: mjwebber@westnet.com.au

Entries: BAWA Web site:
www.bawa.asn.au

♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥♠♣♦♥
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The X
By Ron Klinger
http://www.RonKlingerBridge.com
Improve Your Bridge Online

PROBLEM
West dealer; Nil vulnerable
WEST
1C

NORTH
X

EAST
Pass

SOUTH
?

What would you do as South with:
♠
♥
♦
♣

J4
876
J87
95432

Brd
Dlr W
Vul Nil

Answer: Bid 1D. Do not pass for penalties. Your
clubs are much too weak for that. Do not bid 1NT.
That shows 6-9 points. With no 4+ suit with
which to answer the takeout double, bid your
cheapest 3-card suit or your strongest 3-card.
Generally prefer a minor to a major as the minor
will not encourage partner too much (you hope).
Brd
Dlr W
Vul Nil

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
E
S
♠
♥
♦
♣

25
2

WEST
1C
Pass

AKQ3
AK2
AKQ109
6

W

NORTH
X
6D

♠
♥
♦
♣

J4
876
J87
95432

EAST

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

876
QJ5
654
AKQT

N
W

1
2

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

25
12

AKQ3
AK2
AKQ109
6
♠
♥
♦
♣

T952
T943
32
J87

J4
876
J87
95432

Continue with the HA, HK and ruff the third heart
(with the DJ for safety), then draw trumps and
you have twelve tricks.
In a world championship South played the hand
that way for twelve tricks and +920. At the other
table the bidding went:
WEST
1C
Pass

NORTH
X

EAST
Pass

SOUTH
Pass

West made five tricks for –300. Notice how much
better the 1D reply worked out at the other table.
SOUTH
Pass
1D
All Pass

West leads the CA and continues with the CK,
which you ruff with the D9. How should you
continue to try to make your slam?
Answer: You can see 11 tricks with four spades,
two hearts, four diamonds, plus the club ruff at
trick 2. You can afford one round of trumps, but
24

you must NOT draw trumps, for then you will
make just 11 tricks as there will be a heart to
lose. Your task is to eliminate the heart loser. To
do that, play a spade to your jack and a spade
back to dummy. Play a third spade and discard a
heart. You pray that no one will ruff the third
spade. The whole deal looks like this:

ED ITI NG OF M AT ERIA L
Contributors should note that the right to
modify submitted material is retained by
the Editors
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Roving Rhodes
The High and the Mighty
By Maura Rhodes
rhodesfamily@westnet.com.au

I have noticed the increasing popularity of Club
Congresses and how quickly some of them fill up.
Recently, Mandurah held its summer Congress,
which was full even though there is a big
capacity. 78 Pairs competed in the Saturday Pairs
and 40 Teams played on the Sunday. Two weeks
later, Rockingham Congress took place. You had
to be very quick to enter, as it closed very soon
after it was possible to enter on the web. The
Albany Congress is not as busy as it used to be,
probably because it clashes with the Gold Coast
Congress, which many Bridge players from WA
cross the country to attend. Early March is
Melville, which is already at capacity both days,
as is Kalamunda the following weekend. The
moral of this tale is if you wish to compete in a
Club Congress, get your entry in early.
Here is an interesting hand from Rockingham
where we were walloped by aggressive bidding
from our opponents: S dealer. E/W Vulnerable
Brd
Dlr S
Vul EW
♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

87543
T7
QJ
T983

11
3

21
5

T
A
AT97642
K754
N

W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

partner had Spade support and he had no idea of
the strength of my hand. All I could do was
double 5D. A puny +100 was no compensation
for the minus 650 we incurred when they made
4S plus one.
I sent the hand to Ron Klinger for his input and he
said I should definitely have doubled rather than
bid 4S, and then I could have made a forcing pass
over 5D, which means my Partner is obliged to
take the decision to double or bid on in our
agreed suit. Ron says if he were North, he would
have bid 4D over 3H, which I found interesting.
Then South would have raised to 5D over my
double.
You can spend hours agonizing over what you
should or shouldn’t have done and I think those
of us who love Bridge must have masochistic
tendencies.
Thank you to both Mandurah and Rockingham
for putting on wonderful Congresses.
We
enjoyed both immensely and shall certainly be
back next time!

AKQ62
KQ5
5
AQJ2

J9
J986432
K83
6

At both tables, South opened 3H, taking
advantage of the favourable vulnerability, which
at our table was passed round to me (East). What
do you do? I thought of doubling, but was afraid
my partner would bid 5D, so I chose a very heavy
4S bid. The other table was allowed to play 4S,
but at our table, North (Nigel Dutton) bid 5D.
What do you do now? I had dug a pit for myself,
as I hadn’t doubled initially, so I had no idea if

FORUM-ONLINE
If you have an interesting comment or
observation to make Forum is the place to
have your say.
You will find Forum on the Focus Online
under Regular Features.
(All Forum discussions are deleted each
month as and when the new Focus is
uploaded)
Letters to the Editor are always welcomed.

“Australian National Bridge Championships (ANC) 2015 July 11th - 23rd Fremantle Sailing Club”

25

Diarize Now
Upcoming BAWA & Club Events 2014
Mar

Sat 1st – Mon 3rd
Thu 6th
Sat 8th – Sun 9th
Mon 10th
Sat 15th – Sun 16th
Mon 17th
Sat 22nd – Sun 23rd
Mon 24th

Apr

Sat 29th
Thu 3rd
Sat 5th – Sun 6th

May

Sun 19th
Fri 18th – Mon 21st
Fri 25th – Sun 27th
Thu 1st
Sat 17th –Sun 18th
Sun 25th
Fri 30th –Mon 2nd
Sat 31st –Sun 1st

**NOTE**
**NOTE**

Albany Congress- see flyer
BAWA Mad March Open Pairs 1st of 3
Venue: South Perth Bridge Club 7.30 pm
Melville Congress –see flyer
BAWA Welcome Pairs (<300MP at 1/1/14)
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 7.30pm
Kalamunda Congress-see flyer
Interstate Women’s Selection Butler Pairs
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 7.30pm
WA Country Championships – see flyer
Mad Hatter Pairs 1st of 2
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 7.30pm
BAWA AGM 10.00 Nedlands Bridge Club
BAWA Autumn Pairs – 1st of 2
Venue: South Perth Bridge Club 7.30pm
Interstate Senior Selection Trials + Apr 12 -13
Venue: Nedlands Bridge Club 10.00am
WABC Novice Congress – see flyer
South Perth Bridge Club Congress –see flyer
Bunbury Bridge Club Congress – see flyer
BAWA Open Pairs 1st of 6
Venue: South Perth Bridge Club 7.30pm
Western Seniors PQP & Gold Points –see flyer
Undercroft Congress-see flyer
WABC Congress – see flyer
Country GNOT Final

Times and venues are subject to change: substitutes must be confirmed by the director:
read conditions of entry for the event on the BAWA website.
BAWA/Congress Events
Entries www.bawa.asn.au unless other specified.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY TO BAWA COMPETITIONS
BAWA takes this opportunity to remind all players, new and established, of the attendance requirements when
entering a BAWA event.
Attendance:
Entry to an event entails a commitment to play every session. Penalties may apply to pairs failing to arrive or
failing to give 24 hours notice to the Tournament Director. Should unforeseen circumstances prevent
attendance, it is the players' responsibility to arrange a suitable substitute.
Substitutes:
Proposed substitutions should be notified to the Director at least 24 hours prior to the session. Penalties apply
to players who play with unapproved substitutes.
(See the BAWA regulations for full details)
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CITY OF SOUTH PERTH BRIDGE CLUB

EASTER CONGRESS
WESTERN SENIORS PAIRS

17th & 18th May 2014
Fri

18th Apr 6.30pm

Welcome Pairs
$12 pp

Sat

19th Apr 10.00am Open Pairs
$25 pp (2
sessions)
Morning Tea will be served

Sun

20th Apr 10.00am Swiss Pairs
$25 pp (2
sessions)
Morning Tea will be served

(Terry Glover Memorial Swiss Teams)
Mon 21st Apr 10.00am Open Teams
$30 pp (2
sessions)
Monday evening a light supper will be served,
along with one complimentary drink.

Entries via the BAWA website

10 am start each day
For ABF Seniors Events players must be born
before 1 January 1956

This is a Gold Point and
PQP Selection Event
Venue:
West Australian Bridge Club
7 Odern Crescent, Swanbourne
Entries:
Via the BAWA Website:
www.bawa.asn.au
Entry Fee: $80 Per Player
(Collected at the table or Payable on Line:
BAWA BSB 016464 Acc No 255674541
Description: Your name + WSP)

Tournament Unit:
Bill Kemp & Dave Parham

GENEROUS PRIZE MONEY FOR
THE WINNERS !!!!

Tournament Organiser:
Kitty George
kitty.george@bigpond.com
0408097881

Red Point Event

Cocktail Party and Presentations on Sunday
at 5pm after play
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